
 

 

 June 8, 2020 

Greetings to you in the name of our Savior! In the midst of great suffering and brokenness in our world, we 
take comfort that our God of love is our source of hope and strength. We wanted to share a brief update 
on us and on our colleagues in South Sudan, and ask that you continue to pray.  

Our colleagues in South Sudan are doing their best to join in the fight against Covid-19 and also tribal 
violence that has been erupting in recent weeks. The South Sudan Presbyterian Evangelical Church 
received support recently that allowed them to distribute food and hand-washing supplies through their 
congregations. Nile Theological College (NTC) is staying in touch with students and trying to help them 
continue their studies while classes are suspended. They are exploring possible ways to resume classes 
remotely, perhaps by using WhatsApp. Some church leaders are forming a mediation team to address 
revenge attacks that have killed more than 300 people in the last few weeks between the Murle and Lo-

Nuer tribes. Covid-19 continues to slowly increase, with current official cases around 1600 and 20 deaths. 
However, there is a shortage of equipment for processing Covid-19 tests and a large backlog of tests to be 
processed. Please pray for God's provision of the needed supplies, and also that the virus does not 
spread, especially in the refugee camps.   

We are still in the U.S., trying to stay in touch with our colleagues in South Sudan and doing what we can 
to support them from here. We miss being in Juba and look forward to returning! While in the U.S., Bob 
has been researching contextual theology and working on a proposal for a PhD program (blog post about 
that here if you want to know more of that journey). Kristi has been attending webinars and discussions 
about trauma healing and community development, trying to equip colleagues in South Sudan for when 
workshops will be possible again. The Presbyterian Church (USA) recently extended their travel ban for 
staff until the end of this year, which includes all mission co-workers. If there is dramatic improvement in 
both Africa and the U.S. related to Covid-19, it is possible that an exception will be granted for us to return 
sooner, but otherwise we will be here in the U.S. until January.    

To those of you who have given financially to support us this year, we are very grateful! We do depend on 
your designated support, and we continue to receive that support through PC(USA) while we continue 
supporting our partners in South Sudan from the U.S. We know that this is a challenging season for many 
congregations financially, as church members face unemployment and other crises. We pray that all of us 
can love and care for each other well as the body of Christ, and fix our eyes on Him, the author and 
perfecter of our faith.  

Lastly, as the recent deaths of George Floyd and others brought systemic racism to the forefront of our 
national consciousness, we have done lots of reading and listening to learn more of the experience and 
perspective of people of color in the United States. Two resources that we found particularly helpful for us 
as the church are: 

1. A podcast interview with Dr. Dwight Radcliff, professor at Fuller Theological Seminary discussing a 
theological and personal perspective on "Black Pain", and  

2. A blog post by psychologist and pastor Dr. Cedric Williams with recommendations for pastors and 
churches of how to understand and pursue racial reconciliation. 

We pray that God strengthens you in your inner being with power through the Spirit, and that Christ dwells 
in your hearts through faith, as you are rooted and grounded in God's love. (Eph 3:16-17) We are grateful 
to serve together with you in the body of Christ! We always appreciate hearing from you, and would be 
happy to join you in prayer if there are specific requests that you want to share with us.  

With love and prayers in Christ, 

Bob and Kristi 

p.s. We have continued to update our blog, so more details and pictures from South Sudan and our own 
reflections can be found there: http://bobandkristi.blogspot.com/  


