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SHPC Family, 
 

     In normal years, you might be blessed in this season to hear the sound of the “Hallelujah 
Chorus” from Handel’s Messiah ringing through speakers or popping up on social media. Though 
originally connected more with Christ’s Passion, it has become one of those “sounds of the season” 
as Christians celebrate the coming of our Lord.  
 

     Even if Handel or Messiah or “Hallelujah Chorus” doesn’t ring any bells, the words might be 
familiar. They’re directly from Scripture. “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; and the 
government shall be upon his shoulders; and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6). 
 

     Anyone humming that Hallelujah Chorus right now?  
 

     We read these words as Christians and see Christ behind them and through them. We hear those 
words sung and may often think of Jesus lying in the manger and are encouraged by the uplifting 
music and message of hope. I hope that’s what you hear in them. 
 

     Fewer people, though, are as familiar with what comes just a few verses earlier in Isaiah. “The 
people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined” (Isaiah 9:2). Isaiah 9 is a pretty common text you might hear during 
Advent, so if you’ve been around a church in your life, you’ve likely heard it before, but you don’t 
find as many people humming “land of deep darkness” in too many Christmas Carols! 
 

     I’ve shared before that for the church the season of Advent is less about cheerful songs in a 
cheerful season and much more about a song of hope in a desperate hour. Isaiah 9 is no exception. 
Those words of hope and light, of a child being born to us, come to a people “who walked in 
darkness.” 
 

     This year, for so many of us, has been a dark and challenging time, perhaps even more so lately 
with dropping temperatures, shorter days, and rising COVID cases. I know it has been hard for so 
many of you. 
 

     And so I hope you will hear those words of hope from Isaiah 9, which will be our focus in 
worship this Advent season, for what they truly are: more than just a cheery chorus of Hallelujahs, 
but a cry of hope in a dark hour. 
 

     And I hope you will hear the promise and expectation we celebrate every year: that the light of 
the world comes anew. 
 

For all of us. 
 

In Christ, 
 

                                      

              Dr. Jay F. Howell 
              Pastor | Head of Staff 

 

"Baby Names: How to Talk About A Savior”  

November 29 through January 3 



Sunday Monday Tueday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
  1 

4:30p Youth 
Gingerbread House 
Party at Thrive 

2 
“A Celebration of 
Advent” Women’s 
Ministry Video on 
HOPE 

10:30a Adult Bible 
Study via Zoom 
5:30p Youth “Light Up 
Lonsdale” 
6p Youth Small  
Groups (off-site) 
6:30p Women’s Bible 
Study w/Erin (off-site) 
7p Virtually Yours:  
A Celebration of 
Christmas  

3  
8a Men’s Bible 
Study via Zoom 
2p Yoga in The 
Loft of Spitzer Ed. 
Bldg. 
 

 

4  
7a Men’s Bible 
Study via Zoom 
(Chick-fil-A | 
Bearden group) 
 

5 

6  
8:30a Worship in Barron Hall  
9:30a Kingdom Zoom  
Sunday School  
10a Adult Zoom Sunday 
School Classes 
11a Worship in the 
Sanctuary | Livestream 
 
 

 

 

7 
2p Yoga in The Loft 
of Spitzer Ed. Bldg. 
 

 

 

8 
 

9 
“A Celebration of 
Advent” Women’s 
Ministry Video on 
LOVE 

10:30a Adult Bible 
Study via Zoom 
6p Women 45+ Bible 
Study via Zoom 
6p Youth Small  
Group Christmas 
Gatherings (off-site) 

6:30p Women’s Bible 
Study w/Erin (off-site) 

10 
8a Men’s Bible 
Study via Zoom 
2p Yoga in The 
Loft of Spitzer Ed. 
Bldg. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 11  
 
 

 

 

 

 

12  
 

 

 

 

 

 

13  
8:30a Worship in Barron Hall  
9:30a Newcomers’ Class  
via Zoom 
9:30a Kingdom Zoom  
Sunday School  
10a Adult Zoom Sunday 
School Classes 
11a Worship in the 
Sanctuary | Livestream 

14 
2p Yoga in The Loft 
of Spitzer Ed. Bldg. 
 

15 
FISH Ministry  
food drop off 
 

16 
“A Celebration of 
Advent” Women’s 
Ministry Video on JOY 

10:30a Adult Bible 
Study via Zoom 
6p Women 45+ Bible 
Study via Zoom 
6:30p Women’s Bible 
Study w/Erin (off-site) 

17  
8a Men’s Bible 
Study via Zoom 
2p Yoga in The 
Loft of Spitzer Ed. 
Bldg. 

 
 

 
 

18  

7a Men’s Bible 
Study via Zoom 
(Chick-fil-A | 
Bearden group) 
 

 

 

 

19  
 

 

 

 

 

 

20  
8:30a Worship in Barron Hall  
9:30a Kingdom Zoom  
Sunday School  
10a Adult Zoom Sunday 
School Classes 
11a Worship in the 
Sanctuary | Livestream 
 

21 
2p Yoga in The Loft 
of Spitzer Ed. Bldg. 
 
 

22 
 

23 
“A Celebration of 
Advent” Women’s 
Ministry Video on 
PEACE 

10:30a Adult Bible 
Study via Zoom 
 
 

24 
Christmas Eve 
2p Family 
Friendly Live 
Nativity Service 
on the front lawn 
 

5p Traditional  
Candlelight 
Communion 
Service in the 
Sanctuary 
 

9p Traditional  
Candlelight 
Communion 
Service in the 
Sanctuary 

25  
Christmas 

Day 

The Church 
Office is Closed 
 
 
 

26 
 
 
 
 
 

27 
8:30a Worship in Barron Hall  
9:30a Kingdom Zoom  
Sunday School  
10a Adult Zoom Sunday 
School Classes 
11a Worship in the 
Sanctuary | Livestream 
 

28 
The Church Office is 
Closed 

29 30 
10:30a Adult Bible 
Study via Zoom 
6p Disciple Genesis 
and Exodus via Zoom 
 

31 
New Year’s eve 

1  
The Church 
Office is Closed 

2 

 December 2020 | at a Glance 
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Advent By Candlelight will have a different format this year. 
Please join the Women's Ministry Committee each Wednesday 
on the SHPC website for an uplifting and spiritual message 
from our guest speakers, Pastor Rachel Hamburger, Eleanor 
Barron, Karen Lampley, and Frances Howell. The video series 
begins the first Wednesday of Advent, December 2 and  
concludes on the last Wednesday of Advent, December 23. 
Please watch for a schedule of these videos and series of  
scriptures that are relevant to our Holy Season of Jesus' Birth. 
We pray these will be a blessing for you to enjoy and share with 
your family and friends.  

Light of the World. 
“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon his shoulders; 

and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace”  

Isaiah 9:6.  We read these words as Christians and 

see Christ behind them and through them.   
 

Hear the words of hope from Isaiah 9, our focus in 

worship this Advent season, for what they truly are: 

more than just a cheery chorus of Hallelujahs, but a 

cry of hope in a dark hour, and the promise and 

expectation we celebrate every year that the light 

of the world comes anew. For all of us.  

J o in  u s  Nov e mb e r 2 7   

th rough  Ja nua ry  3   

f o r o ur se rmon  

se r ie s ,  “ Ba b y  Na me s :  

H ow to Ta l k  a b o ut  

a  Sav i o r”   

Christmas Eve Services  

at Sequoyah Church  
Please pre-register for one of  these services and childcare  
(if  needed) at sequoyahchurch.org, December 14-23. 
 

 

2:00 p.m. | Family Friendly Live Nativity Service on the 

Front Lawn (or in Barron Hall in the event of rain)  

One of my favorite secular Christmas songs is “We Need a Little Christmas” from the musical Mame.  
The lyrics of this song ring particularly true as we approach the holiday season amid a pandemic: “Haul 
out the holly, put up the tree before my spirit falls again! Fill up the stocking! I may be rushing things, 
but deck the halls again now, for we need a little Christmas right this very minute!” When the reality 
began to sink in that we wouldn’t be able to have our annual Chancel Choir Christmas Concert this 
year, my heart just sank. But I also knew we had to do something. Because of the unwavering support 
from our pastors, staff, and church family, we will offer “Virtually Yours: A Celebration of Christmas”  
beginning at 7:00 p.m. this Wednesday, December 2. When planning the music for this concert, I 

wanted the program to be God-glorifying and worshipful while representing a variety of styles and genres that hopefully appeal 
to every musical taste. The concert will feature eight of our scholarship singers along with the Dogwood String Quartet in a  
program of solos, duets, quartets and a surprise at the very end! My hope is that this concert will fill your hearts with peace and 
joy as we prepare for the celebration of Christ’s birth.  -Andrew Skoog 

5:00 p.m. | Traditional Candlelight Communion  

Service in the Sanctuary | Childcare   
  

9:00 p.m. | Traditional Candlelight Communion  

Service in the Sanctuary  



 Spreading Some Christmas Cheer! 
During the month of December some of our SHPC Ministries will be spreading a little cheer to church family members 
who need to remain safely at home.  If you know of someone who would be blessed by a Christmas treat of some 
kind, please let us know!  We would love to bring some joy around the coming birth of our Savior Jesus! You may call 
the church office at 522-9804, or email Pastor Rachel at rhamburger@sequoyahchurch.org 

The Health & Wholeness Committee 

invites you to “Walk to Bethlehem” 
– a spiritual walk that encourages both physical activity 
and a deepening of our faith. For more information go 
to www.sequoyahchurch.org/care-ministries/ and click 
on Health & Wholeness. Photos from our “Sunset 
Walk” on Saturday, November 21. 

2020 Advent  

Devotional  
 

We hope you’ll follow along daily, 
be deepened in your faith, and  
prepare your heart to celebrate the 
birth of Christ. This year’s  
devotional is written by alumnae/i 
of Pittsburgh Theological Seminary.  
This year’s online devotional is 
available by clicking the 
“Devotional” button on the home 
page of www.sequoyahchurch.org.  

That Steve Eason sure does 

“preach up a storm.”  
Or at least he did on the Easons recent visit back to Sequoyah Church on Sunday, 
November 15. It was a beautiful, sunny Sunday morning on the front lawn, but by 
the time Steve finished his sermon, the sky had turned dark, the wind was whipping, 
and leaves were flying everywhere. Preaching on John 9:1-41 for the first time in his 
over 40 years of ministry must have really stirred the heavens. “God, Give Us Eyes 
to See!” Thanks, Steve. 

To Donate a Poinsettia/Christmas Flowers for the church in honor or in memory of a loved one, please call 
522-9804 by Monday, December 7. The cost is $25 each (checks made payable to SHPC, marked “Poinsettias”).  

mailto:rhamburger@sequoyahchurch.org


 

Christmas Outreach and Mission Projects are our 
Local Mission Focus for December.   

 

Roses Creek  
Adopt a Roses Creek family and help make Christmas brighter! Gifts must  
be wrapped, tagged by individual and family, and delivered to Barron Hall by  
December 17. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, there will be specific times to 
drop off these presents.  If you would like to adopt a family and/or help  
deliver gifts, contact Jennifer White at 363-9684 or jennifer6178@hotmail.com. 

Pond Gap Elementary School  
Be an “angel” to one of the 15 students from Pond Gap for which we are buying 
Christmas gifts! Contact Cathy Henry at tootieorchid@comcast.net or 898-9131.  

Thrive Parkridge Christmas Store  
Please join us in donating to the Thrive Holiday Store this 
year. Students at Thrive earn “dollars” all year for good  
behavior to put towards gifts they can buy for their families 
in the Thrive Holiday Store. Please use the QR code at the 
right to access Thrive’s Wish List for their store and your 
items will be sent directly to Thrive.  

FISH Christmas Cards  
FISH Christmas cards: Give the best gift of all. End hunger. Each $5 card feeds a family of 4 for 3 days. 
Contact Becky Guyton at 522-9804 or rguyton@sequoyahchurch.org with how many cards you would like. 
She will give you information for contact-free pickup and payment.  

KARM STORE  

VOUCHERS  

. . . “Gold For Our 

Neighbors” at Hope 

Central! 
    

     On behalf of the Local 
Missions Committee, 
thank you for all the ways 
you have supported our 

numerous partner agencies over the 
past few months. In spite of the  
pandemic, you have given generously 
and compassionately to our various 
outreach projects throughout the year.  
In particular, we would like to thank 
you for your donations of gently-used 
items to the KARM stores, and thus, 
their Corners of Your Field Program.  
In 2020, we have been able to distribute 
over $1,200 in gift vouchers to families 

and individuals we help serve at Pond 
Gap, Interfaith Clinic, Emerald Youth 
Foundation, Safe Families, and Hope 
Central. 

   Hope Central is a new grassroots  
ministry we have been working with 
this fall. Their focus and mission is  
in ministering to the needs of the 
Parkridge community, a 50-block area 
bounded by Magnolia, Winona, Cherry, 
and I-40.  Their desire is to show 
God's love by meeting the spiritual, 
emotional, and physical needs of those 
in that area. Some of their current  
activities include an after-school  
program, tutoring for students, food 
and clothing distribution, skills training, 
and Bible studies. Because of your 
donations, we have been able to provide 
this ministry with over $350 in KARM 
vouchers in 2020. Following is a  
message from their director, Veta 
Sprinkle, after we gave them some 
additional vouchers in October. 

     “First of all, we are so grateful for 
more  KARM cards!!! Much gratitude 
for your generous church gifting our 
families . . . AGAIN! The families 
have told me of purchasing baby items, 
plates, letting each child choose one 
book, khakis for job  
interviews (and both got 
jobs), warm sweatshirts, 
one got a picture frame  
for a photo of her parents 
who have passed away, 
and winter clothes! As I 
said before, they are gold 
for our neighbors!” 

    As you have helped to 
shine the light and love  
of Christ to some of the 
“least of these”  in our community  
during 2020, may  the Lord bless each 
of you and your families during this 
Advent Season!  -Cammy Glover  

  

Hope  

Central  

is a new 

grassroots  

ministry 

we have 

been 

working 

with this 

fall. 

mailto:jennifer6178@hotmail.com
mailto:tootieorchid@comcast.net
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Mary Emily Morris, Director of Children’s Ministries 
 

A verse of Scripture that has meant a lot to you in your life | “ Be joyful always; pray 
continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”   
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 
 

Favorite place you’ve ever travelled | Ponte Vedra Inn and Club- Jacksonville, Florida 
 

Favorite ice cream flavor | Coffee Ice Cream 
 

What part of your role at SHPC brings you the most joy? | Teaching Sunday school in 
the Kingdom on Sunday mornings! 
 

What is one of your most cherished memories growing up? | Family dinners in the 
kitchen and laughing with my dad, Fletcher! 
 

What are you most looking forward to in this next year? | Life as we know it: hugging, 
being together, celebrating, and large gatherings!!! 

Hold the  
Dates    
April 16-17 

 

Our 2021 All-Church Retreat, a “Stay-retreat,” has 
been scheduled on our own SHPC campus, with 
some extra off-campus adventures for all ages! 
Speakers will be the Revs. Carson and Janet Salyer. 
Carson was Associate Pastor here at SHPC from 
1983-1995. Details are coming soon.  

 

GET TO KNOW YOUR SHPC STAFF—BETTER! 

Missionary Spotlight | Sebber Banda 

and Rev. Carlos Faquione  

Mozambique 

Sebber and Carlos lead the holistic evangelism project  
in Mozambique’s Tete Province which is transforming  
thousands of lives. Through this ministry the Presbyterian 
Church of Mozambique has established more than 80 
new congregations in the last 20 years. These churches 
continue sharing the Gospel with the unchurched. 

 

 

 

 Thank you from the bottom of my heart, church family, for all the kind notes, calls, flowers,  

and gestures of love following the death of my mother.  

They all have been very comforting. In our Hope,  

Our own Karen White was installed as Moderator of the Presbytery of East  

Tennessee on November 10 (by Zoom) and then represented the presbytery in  
Chattanooga on November 15 at the ordination/installation of Associate Pastor, Margaret 

Poteet, at Rivermont Presbyterian. The photo to the right was taken from a Facebook  
recording of the service. Karen is wearing the moderator’s stole and cross she received from 

the past moderator, Matt Nieman. The stole and cross are passed on each year. 



THE LOFT | YOUTH MINISTRY 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 

Dear Friends, 
You are cordially invited to attend one of  the 
following services that will be offered on  
Christmas Eve. This past year has been a year of  
trials and tribulation. We did not see this coming 
nor did we completely understand the impact it 
would have on all our lives. As we reflect on this 
past year we will see there were good times, sad 
times, and scary times. What else we will see is 
that we were never alone during these times. 
God is with us always! 
 

 
 
 

Thursday, December 24, 2020 

Pre-register for one of these services at sequoyahchurch.org, December 14-23 
 

Family Friendly Live Nativity Service | 2:00 p.m.  

| on the front lawn 

Children come dressed as shepherd, angel, animal, or wise man. 
Dress Warmly. If it rains, we will move service to Barron Hall. 

LAST CHANCE TO SERVE AFTER SCHOOL AT THRIVE IN 2020 

Meet us at Thrive Parkridge on December 1 at 4:30pm | 2500 E 5th Avenue 
off of the Cherry St. exit to help serve, make gingerbread houses, and serve a holiday meal.   

 

 
Traditional Candlelight Service | 5:00 p.m.  

| in the Sanctuary  

Communion will be served | Childcare available 
 

Traditional Candlelight Service | 9:00 p.m.  

| in the Sanctuary  Communion will be served 

LIGHT UP LONSDALE  

Come join us on Wednesday, December 2 

5:30 - 8:30pm at Thrive Lonsdale 1317 Connecticut Ave.  

Bring $$ to buy traditional Guatemalan food for dinner, so yum!  
(venmo is also accepted) Join us and support our friends in the  
Lonsdale community. Enjoy hot chocolate around the firepit, too.  
Then we will break off to spots around the neighborhood to decorate.   

“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of  great joy that will be for all the people.”  Luke 2:10 
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SESSION RECAP | November 10, 2020 | Zoom 
 

►23 out of 27 elders; Revs. Hamburger, Howell, and 
Lampley; Clerk of Session Vance Link; and Business  
Manager Katie McHargue were present.  
 

►Elder Taylor Hamilton offered the devotion. 
 

►The main order of the day was a reflection on 1 Kings 
19 and how we step forward as a church, even if/when 
we're exhausted.  
 

►Report from Admin Division from Elders Hugh Bright 
and Paul Harrison. 
 

►Report on Presbytery Meeting from Elder Klair 
Kimmey. 
 

►Report from Church Health Task Force from Elder 
Elise Denneny. 
 

►Report from Clerk of Session Vance Link. 
 

►Report from Pastors. 
 
 

Thanks to everyone who joined in our pledge 
campaign on Commitment Sunday! If you've  
taken some more time to pray and consider your 
pledge for 2021, you can submit that pledge 
online, by mail, or by returning it to the church 
office. God is good! 


