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"Falling Short: Good News For Those Who Don’t Feel Good Enough”
August 16 through September 27

SHPC Family,
Last month after worship one Sunday, Ned Babb came up to me and asked (through a mask, of
course) about the sermon that day on Romans 3:23. “So I get that we shouldn’t try to just live up to
others’ expectations,” he asked, “but what are we supposed to do then?”
That question could pretty well sum up what we’ll be looking at in worship this month, and in a
lot of ways captures where we are as a church.
What are we supposed to do now? Normally this time of year we are making preparations to
vamp up all efforts to full throttle at church. Normally this time of year there’s a lot going on.
Normally this time of year we’re enjoying fellowship with each other on Sundays, Wednesdays, or
any day of the week. Normally…
I’m happy and thankful for all the work that our Health Task Force, Christian Formation
ministries, and Congregational Life ministries have put into adapting our communal life as a church
to this challenging season. I’m looking forward to gathering in new or adapted ways while still being
responsible.
But in a lot of ways, we never stopped.

One passage that we’ll look at this month is James 2:14-26. It’s all about that tension between
what we believe and what we do, and how one feeds the other. V. 26 reads, “For just as the body
without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is also dead.” That word “spirit” is the same word
as “breath,” meaning that works are to faith as breathing is to the body, and you can’t stop
breathing! That’s not because breathing earns you anything, but because breathing is the outflow,
active work of someone that is alive.
In the same way, I’ve been encouraged to see just how much our church has been and continues
to be alive and breathing, so to speak. I see our Local Missions Committee finding appropriate ways
to serve in the community. I see our Missionary Support Committee finding new ways to connect
with our mission partners abroad. I see our discipleship ministries creatively finding ways for us to
connect and grow in ways that are appropriate for all ages. I see our Worship Committee, Music
Ministries, and Ushers all working to offer worship that is safe, responsible, and glorifying to God.
So this month, if you find yourself worried about the health of the church, take a deep breath and
look around. I think you’ll find the church is ably at work no matter the circumstance.
In Christ,

Dr. Jay F. Howell
Pastor | Head of Staff
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September 2020 | at a Glance
Sunday

Monday

Tueday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

5

10:30a Adult Bible
8a Men’s Bible
Study via Zoom
Study via Zoom
6p New Disciple
Genesis and Exodus
Fast Track
6p Youth Small Groups
meeting in homes

6

7

8:30a Worship on the Lawn
9:30a Kingdom Sunday
School via Zoom
9:30a Youth Sunday School
Video via FB and Instagram
10a Adult Sunday School
Classes via Zoom
11a Worship in the
Sanctuary | Livestream

10

7a Men’s Bible
Study via Zoom

8

9

4:30p Youth help
students with
homework and
serve dinner at
Thrive Parkridge
6p Session Meeting
via Zoom

10:30a Adult Bible
8a Men’s Bible
Study via Zoom
Study via Zoom
6p New Disciple
Genesis and Exodus
Fast Track
6p Youth Small Groups
meeting in homes

7a Men’s Bible
Study via Zoom

11

12

13 Rally Day

14

15

16

17

18

8:30a Worship on the Patio
9:15-11a Rally Day Brunch
and Time of Fellowship on
the Front Lawn
11a Worship in the
Sanctuary | Livestream
6p SNF Kick-off @
1400 Cherokee Blvd.

6p Grief Care via
Zoom
6:30p Disciple Small
Group studying the
Book of Genesis
(off-site)

FISH Ministry
food drop off

10:30a Adult Bible
Study via Zoom

8a Men’s Bible
Study via Zoom

7a Men’s Bible
Study via Zoom

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

8:30a Worship on the Lawn
9:30a Kingdom Sunday
School via Zoom
9:30a Youth Sunday School
Video via FB and Instagram
10a Adult Sunday School
Classes via Zoom
11a Worship in the
Sanctuary | Livestream
5p Stephen Ministry via
Zoom

6p Grief Care via
Zoom

6:30p Deacon’s
Meeting via Zoom

10:30a Adult Bible
8a Men’s Bible
Study via Zoom
Study via Zoom
5:15-6p Dinner outside
6p New Disciple
Genesis and Exodus
Fast Track
6p Women’s Bible
Studies
6p Upcoming Sermon
Text Bible Study
6p Youth Small Groups
meeting in homes

7a Men’s Bible
Study via Zoom
Middle School
Retreat

MINNOWS
Ministry
Middle
School
Retreat

27

28

29

30

Middle School Retreat
8:30a Worship on the Lawn
9:30a Kingdom Sunday
School via Zoom
9:30a Youth Sunday School
Video via FB and Instagram
10a Adult Sunday School
Classes via Zoom
11a Worship in the
Sanctuary | Livestream
Stephen Ministry Info.
Meeting

6p Grief Care via
Zoom
6:30p Disciple Small
Group studying the
Book of Genesis
(off-site)

5p SHPC
Livestream Event

WNF
Kick-off

19

5:15-6p Dinner outside
6-6:30p Fellowship
6p New Disciple
Genesis and Exodus
Fast Track
6p Youth Small Groups
meeting in homes

10:30a Adult Bible
Study via Zoom
5:15-6p Dinner outside
6p New Disciple
Genesis and Exodus
Fast Track
6p Women’s Bible
Studies
6p Upcoming Sermon
Text Bible Study
6p Youth Small Groups
meeting in homes

There is still time
to join a “Women
Walking in the Word”
small group!
Click on link below
to register or email
Julieanne Foy at jcfoy@icloud.com.
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe
CRAK_r0RnJVkfeXodyhc68JuLCNtxrarlWtJtGdHe
x8LwuA/viewform

RALLY DAY 2020

RALLY DAY
IS SUNDAY
SEPTEMBER 13
. . . AND WNF KICK -OFF
IS SEPTEMBER 16!
More specific details on Rally Day and Wednesday Night
Fellowship Kick-off will be shared via email, Sunday
bulletins, and social media!

09.13.20 | 9:15 -11 A.M.
RALLY DAY ON THE
FRONT LAWN

J o i n u s t h ro u g h
September 27 for

Join us for worship at 8:30 or 11:00 a.m., plus fellowship and brunch
on the front lawn between services.

REGISTRATION NEEDED FOR INDIVIDUAL
BRUNCH BOXES -FROM THE PLAID APRON
Boxes for children and adults will be available by pre-registering.
More details about registration are coming soon.
BRING YOUR LAWN CHAIR OR BLANKET!

[

worship with us on the front patio | 8:30 a.m.
worship with us in the sanctuary or via livestream | 11:00 a.m.

09.16.20 | WNF KICK -OFF
Bring your blankets and lawn chairs! More information to come!
5:15-6:00 p.m. dinner outside | 6:00-6:30 p.m. fellowship
New Disciple Small Group Explores Genesis and Exodus:
This in-depth, co-ed Bible study seeks to transform rather than inform. It
includes individual readings, presentations including DVD experts in OT,
and small group discussion with application. Meeting on Wednesdays at
6:00 p.m. Questions? mlampley@sequoyahchurch.org
Look for A New Bible Study Focusing on Each Week’s Upcoming
Preaching Text Beginning September 23. Wednesday evenings at 6:00
p.m. So watch for congregational emails and Sunday written announcements.

Spirit and Breath
One passage that we’ll look at this month is
James 2:14-26. It’s all about that tension
between what we believe and what we do,
and how one feeds the other. V. 26 reads,
“For just as the body without the spirit is
dead, so faith without works is also dead.”
That word “spirit” is the same word as
“breath,” meaning that works are to faith
as breathing is to the body, and you can’t
stop breathing! That’s not because breathing
earns you anything, but because breathing
is the outflow, active work of someone that
is alive.

Women’s Studies following WNF suppers beginning September 23. Bible Study led by Erin Saunders | Women in the Word
led by Fran Dotterweich | each meeting from 6:15-7:00 p.m. | If you're interested in participating, contact Erin at
erinsaunders@me.com or Fran at dotterwe@utk.edu

Our Local Mission Focus for
September is “Birthmom Hospital
Bags” for Expectant Mothers.
Mothers receiving these much-needed articles are enrolled with Bethany Christian Services.
For more than 75 years Bethany Christian Services have been inspired to serve persons
locally and around the world. Their core beliefs are simple: they love God and they love
people. If it were not for your generosity most of these pregnant women would go to the
hospital without any provisions! Here is a link that will allow you to purchase some of
these needed items. They will be sent directly to Bethany Christian Services. If you have
any questions contact Cathy Henry: tootieorchid@comcast.net
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3ERRQ5UTG6D01?ref_=wl_share

A chill will soon be in the air, and our Annual Fall Camping Trip to Big South
Fork is being proposed! If you’d like to spend time in God’s creation October
22-25, contact Dave and Jennifer Petersen at davjenpetersen@charter.net

“This is How We Do It”

We are all one in Spirit, whether we worship on the front lawn, in the sanctuary, or at home
online! We would love for you to send in photos of how you are watching livestream worship,
engaging in Zoom Sunday school classes, and/or small groups for us to share on social media!
We miss each and every one of your faces! Send photos to scatron@sequoyahchurch.org.

Resuming On-Site Activities Outdoors
Good news. Starting September 13, if your group, committee, or class
would like to resume meeting at the church, here's how we're taking this
next step:
► All

activities will meet outdoors for the time being.
► Your group or committee would register on the church calendar like you
normally would.
► All attendees would need to be recorded and submitted to the church office
for possible contact tracing.
► Please bring your own chairs/seating.
► Maintain physical distancing of six feet between those of different households.
► For groups of <10 people, masks encouraged but not required.
► For groups of 11-25 people, masks are required.
► For groups of >25 people, we'll need to wait a little longer.

A BIG THANK YOU to Kathryn Callaway for our lovely Sunday
flower arrangements for August. Thanks for all you do!

SESSION RECAP | August 11, 2020, by Zoom
26 of 27 elders, 3 pastors, Vance Link, Katie McHargue,
Laura Cutter, as well as our Confirmands, their families, and
sponsors.
► The main order of the day was examining the 2020 Confirmation
Class: Lucy Addicks, Mason Bagley, Sarah Benko, Tate Carty,
Alex Ewell, Lana Grace Fields, Olivia Katherine King, and
Griffin Saunders. All were enthusiastically received into the
membership of the church!
► Report from Nominating Committee from Elder Paul
Harrison.
► Report from Race Issues Discernment Team from Elder
Hugh Bright.
► Report from Church Health Task Force from Elder Dottie
Arnett.
► Report from Budget and Finance Committee from Elder
Joe Huie.
► Report on General Assembly from Elder Sam Fulk.
► Reports from Revs. Hamburger, Lampley, and Howell.
►

“Bear one another’s burdens,
and so fulfill the law of Christ.”

Grief Care is a
nine-week series
for those members
of SHPC or our
community who
are grieving over the
loss of a loved one.
Grief Care will begin Monday, September
14, from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. and run through
November 9. The group will plan to meet
via Zoom as the Church Task Force
continues to monitor the developing COVID
recommendations. If at all possible, we
hope to advance to in-person, social
distance meetings. The core of the ministry
is that no matter our loss and pain, Christ
is with us, the Holy Spirit comforts us,
and the bonds of Christian community
give us strength and hope! If you or
someone you know would benefit from
Grief Care, please join us! Please email or
call the church office at 522-9804 to register.
Contact Eleanor Barron with any questions,
eleanorwbarron@comcast.net.

Galatians 6:2

In the midst of the many challenges facing all of us right now,
our Stephen Ministry here at SHPC continues to be a source of great
comfort for many. Some of you reading this may have experienced
Christ's healing love through your Stephen Minister. Others of you
experience His love as you seek to share it with those in times of
illness, loss or transition.
In January 2021, a new course of Stephen Ministry training is set
to begin, with our own David Frey as the lead coordinator and
teacher. The training of 50 hours over the course of five months is
life-changing.
If you have been thinking of joining this ministry, an informational
meeting is being planned for September 27. Be on the look-out for
more details to come!

“REJOICE WITH THOSE WHO REJOICE, WEEP WITH THOSE
WHO WEEP” -- Romans 12:15
Did you know that the church's Weekly E-news lists the Births, Baptisms, Weddings, New Members, and Deaths of SHPC
church members in recent weeks? Toward the bottom of the weekly email, under "Congregational Life," there is a link for
"Church Records," listing those church family members. Knowing of these is a wonderful way to rejoice with one another,
to pray for and care for one another.

JOY FELLOWSHIP DURING COVID

“For where two or three
are gathered in my name,
I am there among them.”
Matthew 18:20

The Joy Fellowship
Committee delivered
special goodie bags (with
treats, a devotional, and a
verse from Scripture) to
32 of our older adults at
their homes.

Y’all,

Please put on your
JOY Fellowship hats.

mental note not to have to call the
church (which I had forgotten to do).

This afternoon a considerable package
made its way (through the COVID-19
firewall of Shannondale) to my
apartment. It contained essential
nourishment – homemade cookies for
my taste buds and Upper Room and
Our Daily Bread for my soul. I thank
you all so much.

These thoughtful items that JOY
Fellowship takes around to less-mobile
members really are genuinely
appreciated, by no one more so than I.

Last evening as I was reading the next
day’s ministry in Our Daily Bread (and
to catch up on a couple of days I’d
missed), I realized my little booklet was
nearing the end of its three-months of
offerings. So I made a mental note
(don’t laugh) to phone the church
today to find out how to receive a
three-months refill. This afternoon,
the JOY package arrived, and I made a

Knowing you are there, being yourselves,
means more than I can express. Just
knowing that!

There is, though, one thing I’d like to
ask of you, just for me. Would you
please continue to . . . well, just to be
there.

That’s what you can do for me.
With love and gratitude,
John Perry

Just in case you didn’t catch it on social media . . .
Pastor Howell had his First Year Anniversary at SHPC!
Happy 1st Anniversary to Jay! God has greatly blessed SHPC with Pastor Jay Howell. We
give thanks to the Lord that Jay accepted the call to be our senior pastor and head of staff
and to preach, teach, lead, and serve among us.
Frances and Jay were settled into the manse, with little Jack, just over a year ago. Jay
began his first day at SHPC on Monday, August 5, 2019 and his first day in the pulpit was
on August 11.
Much has happened to us as a church family and to them as a growing family in the past
year! They are now settled into their new home. Jack, only 8 months old when they
arrived, started walking a few months ago and baby Harry arrived on July 14. It has
certainly been a full year for our wonderful pastor and his family.
We give thanks to God for Jay’s many gifts. We have enjoyed numerous well-crafted and
well-delivered sermons since his arrival. We are deeply grateful for his leadership and guidance during such uncertain times
through the COVID-19 pandemic.
We hope and pray that the Howells feel the love and warmth from our church family during this time when we cannot
fellowship with them. We look forward to all being together sometime soon.
Peace and Blessings,
The Pastor Nominating Committee: Susan Hyde (chair), Ned Babb, Stephanie Benko,
Fran Dotterweich, Chris Jaffurs, Daniel Roop, Erin Saunders.

THE LOFT | YOUTH MINISTRY

After a crazy
summer of
online videos,
cancelled camps
and social
distancing Bible
studies, we are
starting to get
used to our new
normal.
More than anything else, God has taught
me during quarantine, that as Thomas
Merton says, "No man is an island." It
has shown me, now more than ever, that
God created us to be known and to live
life together! WITH is a powerful thing.

And as we move into September, we are
so looking forward to being back with
our people, from a distance! SHPC
Youth small groups are back in action
this month. We are meeting outside at
homes in the neighborhood on Wednesday
evenings for the first semester (at least)
as we honor guidelines set forth by the
health department. On the evening of
Rally Day (August 13) we are having a
fun back to school gathering on the
Boulevard as we kick off our first Sunday
Night Fellowship with food, games, music
and teaching. We are continuing to post
Sunday School videos online and are
having a great response to those. The
Church Health Task Force also approved
Fall Camp for Middle School at the end
of September. We are putting lots of
preventative measures in place to ensure
a fun and safe weekend away. Thanks for
everyone's continued patience and support
during these past months. And though
this virus is challenging to deal with on a
daily basis, we are doing our best to
continue to connect with our students
and families as much as we can. Grateful
for this church community. Thanks for
continuing to be WITH us! -Laura Cutter

Congratulations
Confirmation
Class of 2020!
Confirmation Class and Sponsors
are listed from left to right: Taylor
Hamilton, Tate Carty, Mason Bagley,
Bill Taylor, Griffin Saunders, Alex
Ewell, J Corbitt, Lana Grace Fields,
Blair Riestenberg, Sarah Benko,
Annie Ayres, Lucy Addicks, Bee
McCallie, Olivia Katherine King,
and Laura Cutter
Many thanks to the Riestenbergs for
hosting our Confirmation Breakfast
this year!
► More

information to come about
Middle School Fall Retreat!

3700 Keowee Avenue | Knoxville, TN 37919
865.522.9804 | sequoyahchurch.org

09.20

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow.

CHURCH RECORDS
Baptism
Ann Hyland Frances Cleveland
daughter of Tee and Victoria Cleveland

Sunday, August 30

Death
Barbara Patterson

Friday, August 7

@sequoyahchurch

Exciting News!
SHPC’s new website is almost ready to launch!

