
and informa
on about upcoming memorial services. If you would 

like to be added to the list of those who receive these updates, 

please email Pam Fri�s at fri�s1971@gmail.com.  

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 

O� L��� ��� P������ surround Sheila White and family on the 

death of her father, Billy Carrigan, on December 13. Jesus said, 

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.” Ma�hew 

5:4.  

W����'� R������ - SPA ��� ��� S� : Save the dates of February 

25-27, 2022, for a wonderful weekend of fellowship, fun, rest, and 

inspira
on led by Rev. Ansley Page at Tapoco Lodge in North 

Carolina. Register online or by calling 865.522.9804. 

E�"� S���� M���$�%, as you are able, come early or stay after 

worship or Sunday school for some encouraging fellowship with 

friends, and an opportunity to welcome newcomers. There is always 

a hot cup of coffee, cold lemonade, and a Krispy Kreme doughnut 

waiting for you. Hope to see you! 

CHRISTIAN FORMATION 

O�-�$�� S���� C�$ �"���: 8:30 9.:. Nursery (Room 204), Toddler 

(Room 209); 10:30 9.:. Nursery (Room 204), Toddler (Room 209), 

Extended Session (Room 220).  

J�$� � 9:45 �.�. A� � S���� S"���  C ���! Current Sunday 

School topics include Peter (Bible Discovery), Grace and Gra
tude 

(Founda
ons), Love to Stay (Adult Fellowship), The Vine Life 

(Chris
an Growth), and Ortberg book study (YAGO). Zoom links for 

Bible Discovery and Chris
an Growth are in the Sunday morning 

email. 

C�  �%�-�%�� �������, especially freshmen and sophomores who 

were not able to join us the last two years, are invited to lunch on 

Monday, December 20, at noon. Join the tradi
on and reserve a 

lunch spot (by December 19) with Lampley at Lenny’s via 

email mlampley@sequoyahchurch.org or text (865) 771-5044.  

N�. L.I.F.E. (L$�$�% I�����$���  � F�$���  � E01�"���� �) S��   

G��1� will begin early next year! To date, there will be new 

women’s groups on Wednesdays at 9:20 9.:. and 6:00 J.:. at the 

church, and a new group for couples on Thursdays at 6:30 J.:. in a 

home. Watch for more details.  

IF YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW could benefit from the care of a 

Stephen Minister, helpful informa
on is included in a brochure available 

at Sanctuary exits. “Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will 

fulfill the law of Christ.” Gala#ans 6:2  

CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK PAGE, INSTAGRAM, WEBSITE, AND 

WEEKLY EMAIL for the most up-to-date informa
on. 

 

 
   

 

 

 

 

 

PRELUDE                              The Christmas Rose             by Gilbert M. Mar
n 

WELCOME                                                                                       Dr. Jay Howell 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH: THE CANDLE OF JOY 

     John, Caroline, Alli Dew, Caroline, Jack, Sam, and Luke Osborne  

*HYMN #23                Angels We Have Heard on High                            NOPQR9 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison)                              Rev. Mark Lampley 

God Most Merciful and Heavenly Father, we acknowledge that 

apart from you we can do nothing. Yet, we consistently try to go 

our own way. We fail to pracNce your abiding presence which 

offers us great joy. We stumble and we fall only to call upon you 

for help. You are faithful and true to never abandon us to our 

own misconduct. Forgive us, Father, for clinging to our old life 

instead of running with joy to the new life you offer in Christ 

Jesus. Hear now our personal confession offered in silence . . . 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

*ACT OF PRAISE (Congrega
on sings.)                                    TUVR U::9VWUO 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom capNve Israel,  

that mourns in lonely exile here unNl the Son of God appear.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

*PASSING THE PEACE 

Leader:      The peace of Christ be with you. 

People:      And also with you.    

(Children & Worship: Children ages four through first grade may meet Mary Emily in 

back of Sanctuary and may be picked up n the Kingdom, lower level of Spitzer building.) 

  THE WORD 

  SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM                                                          

(The congrega#on will sing as the family comes forward.) 

Child of blessing, child of promise, BapNzed with the Spirit’s sign, 

with this water, God has sealed you unto love and grace divine. Child 

of joy, our dearest treasure, God’s you are, from God you came. Back 

to God we humbly give you: Live as one who bears Christ’s name. 
A Stephen Ministry Congregation 
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(The congrega#on will sing as the family exits.) 

Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so. LiUle ones to 

Him belong, they are weak, but He is strong. Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, 

Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 

  PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                 Stephanie Daniel 

  NEW TESTAMENT  John 15:1-5                                        Pew Bible Page 109 

         Leader:      The Word of the Lord. 

         People:      Thanks be to God.  

  SOLO                                          A Cradle Carol                          by Dan Forrest 

Michael Roemer, baritone 

  OLD TESTAMENT  Zechariah 8:9-13                               Pew Bible Page  883 

  Leader:      The Word of the Lord. 

  People:      Thanks be to God.  

  SERMON    Prepare Him Room: Let Your Hands Be Strong   Dr. Jay Howell 

  HYMN (seated)                   Lord, Prepare Me                                 X9VYZW9Q[ 

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary,  

pure and holy, tried and true.  

With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living  

sanctuary for you. 

RESPONDING 

  PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE /THE LORD’S PRAYER    Rev. Rachel Hamburger  

Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptaNon, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine 

is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.     

  OFFERING        

(As the plates are passed, any who have given online or by mail this week are 

invited to add an offering slip as part of our worshipful offering.)                                                                                                                                                                              

*DOXOLOGY (Congrega
on sings.)                                          PO^ _WV^QU^Z_ 

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH     The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and 

in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he 

rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 

judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 

catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

   SENDING 

 *HYMN #36                              In the Bleak Midwinter                            YQ9V_9: 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

 POSTLUDE   “Praise Ye the Lord of Hosts” from Christmas Oratorio            

by Camille Saint-Saëns 

* Please stand if you are able. 

Following worship, a deacon is available to pray with you in the Chapel. 

CALENDAR 

Sunday 

      8:30 9.:. -  Nursery for 8:45 Service (Room 204) 

                        -  Toddler Childcare for 8:45 Service (Room 209) 

      8:45 9.:. -  In-Person Worship (Barron Hall) 

      9:45 9.:. -   Lemonade/Coffee/Doughnut Fellowship (Bell Tower)  

                        -  Preschool Sunday School (Spitzer Main Level) 

                        -  Kingdom Sunday School (Gathering Area) 

                        -  Youth (Room 318) 

                        -  Adult Fellowship Class (Room 320)   

                        -  YAGOs (Room 322)                       

                        -  Bible Explorers (Chapel/Zoom) 

                        -  Chris
an Growth (Room 232) 

    10:30 9.:. -  Lemonade/Coffee/Doughnut Fellowship (Bell Tower) 

                        -  Nursery for 11:00 Service (Room 204) 

    11:00 9.:. -  In-Person (Sanctuary) and Livestream Worship 

Monday 

    10:00 9.:. -  Staff Mee
ng (The Lod) 

    12:00 J.:. -  Lunch with Lampley (off site) 

Wednesday      

    10:30 9.:. -  Adult Bible Study (Barron Hall/Zoom) 

Thursday 

       8:00 9.:.  - Men’s Bible Study (Zoom)  

Friday—Christmas Eve Services 

       3:00 J.:. -  Lessons & Carols Service (Front Lawn) 

       5:00 J.:. -  Communion & Candlelight Service (Sanctuary) 

       9:00 J.:. -  Communion & Candlelight Service (Sanctuary)     

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP is available at 8:45 9.:. in Barron Hall and at 11:00 

9.:. in the Sanctuary.  

IF YOU ARE WORSHIPING with us as a visitor, welcome! Please sign the 

Fellowship Pad found on each pew near the center aisle. For more 

informa
on about any of our ministries, email Pastor Mark Lampley at 

mlampley@sequoyahchurch.org.  

WORSHIP 

T�� F �.��� $� ��� B�   T�.�� are given to the glory of God in 

honor of Anna Katherine Kerlin and Brooks Lancaster, who were 

married yesterday in the Chapel. 

T�� F �.��� $� ��� S��"���� are given to the glory of God in 

honor of the bap
sm of Hollis Elizabeth Ammons from her 

grandparents Hank and Merrill Ammons and Preston and Sherry 

Shepherd. 

I��� ��� H����� � �� F�$��: Hollis Elizabeth Ammons, daughter 

of Franklin and Lauren (Shepherd) Ammons, will receive the 

Sacrament of Bap
sm. Elder Sherry Shepherd will represent the 

Session.   

T����’� P����� �� C������$�� is from a member of the Prayer 

Commi�ee. 

MISSIONS AND OUTREACH 

T���[ �� ��� ��� .������  �11��� of our Christmas 

outreach projects!  Because of your generosity, 22 students at Pond 

Gap and 21 families from Roses Creek were "adopted," Thrive 

received gids for their Christmas store, and hungry people will be 

fed through your purchase of FISH cards.    

A V$�$���� ��� N�. M��\��� C ��� will be on Sunday, January 30, 

from 9:45-10:45 in the Fowler Conference Room. Learn more about 

our congregation and how to join if interested. RSVP to Megan 

at Megan.Landers55@gmail.com. 

P���\����$�� D$������ A��$����"�: If you would like to help with 

the Tornado Outbreak Disaster Response, gids can be made online 

or by check, payable and mailed to PCUSA, P.O. Box 643700, 

Pi�sburgh, PA 15264-3700. Designate DR000015  

CONGREGATIONAL CARE 

L�� U� P��� F�� Y�! Deacons are available ader each service, 

prayer cards are available at the exits, or you can submit a private 

prayer request (or a request for the prayer chain) 

at sequoyahchurch.org/care-ministries in the Prayer sec
on.  

I� Y� O� A L���� O�� is hospitalized or in need of some extra 

care, the pastors would love to visit or reach out in some way. 

Please let us know by calling the church at 865-522-9804 and 

speaking with Becky Guyton (ext. 117) or Rachel Hamburger (ext. 

123). Thank you! 

P����� ��� C��� U1�����: SHPC has a church-wide email ministry 

for prayer needs, praises, birth announcements, sharing of deaths, 


