
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC                                                                                                                            Dogwood Strings 

Mary Ann Fennell and Helen Bryenton, violins; Carol Tucker, viola; Andy Bryenton, cello 

INTROIT                                                          Infant Holy, Infant Lowly                                                   '()*+, -./() 

WELCOME                                                                                                                                                  Dr. Jay Howell 

* CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                                     

Leader: The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 

straight.” (Mark 1:3) 

People: The glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together. (Isaiah 40:5) 

All: I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed 

me with the garments of salva(on, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness. 

(Isaiah 61:10) 

* HYMN                                                               O Come, All Ye Faithful                                                  .AB+CB D*AB)B+ 

O Come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant, O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem! Come, and 

behold him, Born the King of angels! O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, O come, 

let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord! 

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, Born this happy morning, Jesus, to Thee be all glory given; Word of the 

Father, Now in flesh appearing! O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us 

adore Him, Christ, the Lord! 

Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exulta(on! Sing, all ye ci(zens of heaven above! Glory to God, all Glory 

in the highest! O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, Christ, 

the Lord! 

* PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison):                                                                                   Rev. Rachel Hamburger 

Everlas(ng Father, in an anxious world our hearts tremble as we consider the terror of the darkness 

that surrounds us.   Have mercy upon us.  Remind us on this night that all joy is born, all peace is born, 

the very light and glory of Heaven!  May we prepare room for Him.  As you graciously gave yourself in 

Jesus Christ to redeem us from our sin, help us to live as your joy-filled people, this night and 

forevermore, in His wonderful and saving Name we pray, Amen!  

* ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Leader: God ensures a legacy of faithfulness to all generaGons, always loving, always forgiving, 

always calling us to new life. 



People: As we open our hearts to God, we are filled with the joy that was sung at His birth, with 

the hope that walked among us, with the grace which is always with us.  Thanks be to God, 

we are forgiven!  

* ACT OF PRAISE                                       Angels We Have Heard on High                                                        H)(/*.  

Angels we have heard on high, Sweetly singing o’er the plains, And the mountains in reply, 

Echoing their joyous strains. Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

   THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH AND THE CHRIST CANDLE 

Jerry Sinclair, Kathryn Callaway, and Elizabeth Sinclair 

   SCRIPTURE READING Luke 2:1-20  

Leader:   The Word of the Lord. 

People:   Thanks be to God. 

   DUET                                                                        The Prayer                                by Carole B. Sager/David Foster 

Sarah-ClemenGne mire, soprano; MaNhew Tolson, tenor 

   SCRIPTURE READINGS Isaiah 9:6-7; Colossians 1:15-20  

Leader:   The Word of the Lord. 

People:   Thanks be to God. 

  MEDITATION                              “Baby Names: As He’s Known Round Here”                                    Dr. Jay Howell 

  THE JOY OFFERING                                                                                                                          Rev. Mark Lampley 

  DOXOLOGY (seated) 

So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; Come, one and all, to own Him. 

The King of kings salva(on brings; Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 

This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

Haste, haste to bring Him laud, the Babe, the Son of Mary! 

   SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

InvitaGon 

Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 

our debtors; and lead us not into tempta(on, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Words of InsGtuGon 

DistribuGon of Elements  

Prayer of Commitment: We thank you, O God, that through Word and Sacrament you have given us 

your Son, who is the true bread from heaven and food of eternal life. So strengthen us in your 

service that our daily living may show our thanks, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



 * HYMN                                                             Silent Night, Holy Night                                                        +C*))B U.-,C 

The pastors will light their candles from the Christ Candle of the Advent Wreath and will proceed to  

light the candles of the first person in each pew  as the congrega0on sings: “Silent Night, Holy Night.”  

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright, Round yon virgin mother and child! Holy infant, so 

tender and mild, Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight, Glories stream from heaven afar, Heavenly 

hosts sing: “Alleluia; Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.” 

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light, Radiant beams from Thy holy face, With the 

dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

PRAYER 

* HYMN                                                             Joy to the World!                                                                      .UC*(-, 

Joy to the world! the Lord is come: let earth receive her King; let every heart prepare Him room, and 

heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 

Joy to the world! the Savior reigns: let us our songs employ; while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and 

plains repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the na(ons prove the glories of His 

righteousness, and wonders of His love, and wonders of His love, and wonders, wonders of His love 

* BENEDICTION  

    POSTLUDE                                            “Hallelujah Chorus” from Messiah                               trans. Andrew Skoog                        

*Please stand if you are able 

There is no childcare for this service. 

SCHOLARSHIP SINGERS ASSISTING IN WORSHIP: Sarah-ClemenGne Mire, soprano; Gianna Grigalonis, mezzo-
soprano; Breyon Ewing and MaNhew Tolson, tenors; Joel Brown, Michael Roemer, and Jack Rosamond, 
baritones. 

FOLLOWING THE SERVICE, ushers will escort  you pew by pew. 

THE CHRISTMAS EVE OFFERING (unless otherwise noted on your payment) goes to the Joy Offering to assist 
reGred pastors and church workers through the Board of Pensions as well as ethnic schools and colleges. 
DonaGons can be made at sequoyahchurch.org or by using the wooden box at the registraGon table.  

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE: Thanks to everyone who has already joined in our pledge campaign for 2021. 

Currently we have received 205 pledges totaling $1,561,366. If you're ready to submit your pledge, you can 

do so online, by mail, or by returning it to the church office. God is good!  

ANDREW ATTIA, missionary serving in London, will be with us on December 27. Andrew will offer a brief 
update about outreach to Muslims during both worship services and a more detailed update within the 
Zoom Chapel Sunday School class (link provided in the Sunday morning email).  

NEW SERMON SERIES: "Holy Days: Work, Rest, and the People of God” begins on January 10 and conGnues 
through February 14.   
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