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SERMON SERIES
Prepare Him Room: A Prophet’s Vision, A Place for the Lord.
November 28 through January 2

SHPC Family,
One of the carols we will sing with enthusiasm later this month on Christmas Eve is one you likely know: “Joy
to the World.” I struggle to think of a song that captures a spirit of joy more poignantly—the Allman Brothers
Band song “Jessica” is a close second in my book.
One of the lines in “Joy to the World” inspired what we’ll be exploring during this Advent and Christmas season.
“Let every heart prepare him room.” If, like me, you’ve sung that song many times, you may have gone over
those words so much you may not even think about them. Or maybe you have thought about them but always
wondered what they could mean.
So what does it mean to “prepare him room,” like the song says?
This past summer, we went out of town as a family for a couple of weeks. As many parents of younger kids will
know, our boys required a lot of “baggage” to come with them. Sure we could’ve traveled lighter, but let’s just
say packing up the car was a bit like a game of Tetris, trying to fit the right things in the right position to fit as
much as possible in the car as we could. Then inevitably there would be one more thing that needed to go in, too.
So off I go trying to make space for it in the already cramped car.
Whether toting kids or moving from one place to another or for whatever reason, I suspect many of us have
played that game of trying to make space for just one more thing in a car or a suitcase.
Is that what it means to “prepare him room”? Just try to carve out enough space in an already cramped life?
I don’t think any of us would say “Yes,” to that. I greatly doubt the powerful words of “Joy to the World,” bring
good news of the birth of Christ, intend for us worshipers to sing “Christ is born! Now, let’s try to carve out just
enough space for him in our already busy lives!” Of course we wouldn’t say that.
But I wonder how much our lives reflect that in practice. Is Christ someone that, in practice, really we’re trying
to make just enough space for?
During Advent, we’ll be looking at part of the Book of Zechariah. That may be a bit off the beaten path for
some of us, but this book deals a lot with the people of Israel returning from exile and being charged with a particular task: preparing to rebuild the temple of the Lord in Jerusalem. Another way of thinking about preparing
the temple could be preparing Him room: how do we prepare room for the holy presence of God?
What do those ancient words from Zechariah and the temple have to do with Jesus, with Christmas, with preparing
Him room? Quite a lot, I think.
So if you’ve ever wondered what life might look like if we approached it as preparing a place for the living Lord
in our hearts, or if life has felt uncentered for you because you sense it’s been too filled up by other things that
feel secondary, join us this Advent, and my hope is that the good news that Christ is coming will renew and
recenter you—and fill you with joy!
In Christ,

				
				

Dr. Jay F. Howell
Pastor | Head of Staff

Sequoyah Hills Presbyterian Church | 3700 Keowee Avenue | sequoyahchurch.org | 865.522.9804
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Monday

Tuesday

To donate a Poinsettia/Christmas flowers for
the church in honor or in memory of a loved one,
please call 865-522-9804 by Friday, December 10.
The cost is $25 each (checks made payable
to SHPC, marked “Poinsettias”).

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

10:30a L.I.F.E. Group 8a L.I.F.E. Group
| Dotterweich
| Men’s Bible
4:30p Children’s Choirs Study
5:30p Light Up
Lonsdale

7a L.I.F.E. Group
| Men’s Bible
Study

7p Chancel Choir
Concert in the
Sanctuary and
via Livestream

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

10a Staff Meeting
12p L.I.F.E. Group
| Blackwell
6p 3rd Year
Disciple Group

14

15

16

17

18

8:45a Worship in
the Chapel
9:45a Introduction to
Confirmation Breakfast
and Meeting in The Loft
9:45a Sunday School
10:30-11a Coffee and
Donuts for Disciples
11a Worship in the
Sanctuary | Livestream
2:30-3:30p Youth Ice
Skating at the Ice Chalet
4p Out of the Darkness
Service in the Sanctuary
5-7p Jingle and Mingle

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

8:45a Worship in
the Chapel
9:45a Sunday School
10:30-11a Coffee and
Donuts for Disciples
11a Worship in the
Sanctuary | Livestream

10a Staff Meeting
12p L.I.F.E. Group
| Blackwell

8:45a Worship in
Barron Hall
10:30-11a Coffee and
Donuts for Disciples
11a Worship in the
Sanctuary | Livestream

10a Staff Meeting
12p Lunch at
Lenny’s with
Lampley

26

27

8:45a Worship in
Barron Hall
9:45a Sunday School
10:30-11a Coffee and
Donuts for Disciples
11a Worship in the
Sanctuary | Livestream

The Church
Office is Closed

6:30p Deacon’s
Meeting

9a FISH Ministry
12:45p SHEEP
Christmas Concert

10:30a L.I.F.E. Group 8a L.I.F.E. Group
| Dotterweich
| Men’s Bible
6:15p Children’s
Study
Choir Concert
12p Church &
6p MS Small Groups Community
7p HS Small Groups Luncheon in the
6p L.I.F.E. Group
Loft
| Dotterweich

10:30a L.I.F.E. Group 8a L.I.F.E. Group
| Dotterweich
| Men’s Bible
6p L.I.F.E. Group
Study
| Dotterweich

7a L.I.F.E. Group
| Men’s Bible
Study

7a L.I.F.E. Group
| Men’s Bible
Study

Christmas Eve

3p Lessons and
Carols Service
on the front lawn
5p Traditional
Christmas
Communion
Service in the
Sanctuary
9p Traditional
Christmas
Candlelight
Communion
Service in the
Sanctuary

28

The Church
Office is Closed

29

30

31

The Church
Office Closes at
Noon

Christmas
Day

Join us
NOVEMBER 28 through
January 2 for
our sermon series,
“PREPARE HIM ROOM:
A PROPHET’S VISION, A
PLACE FOR THE LORD”

Hark
the
Herald
Angels
Sing!

And
More

Thursday | December 9

12:00 p.m. | The Church &
Community Holiday Luncheon
in The Loft | RSVP by Tuesday,
December 7, to 865-522-9804.
Sunday | December 12

4:00 p.m. | Out of the Darkness:
A Service of Hope and Prayer for
Healing and Peace |in the
Sanctuary | Childcare provided.

Christmas Eve

Preparing A Place For The
Living Lord . . .
During Advent, we’ll be looking at part of
the Book of Zechariah. This book deals a
lot with the people of Israel returning from
exile and being charged with the task of
preparing to rebuild the temple of the Lord
in Jerusalem. Another way of thinking about
preparing the temple could be preparing
him room: how do we prepare room for the
holy presence of God in our lives today?
What might life look like if we approached
each day that way?
Our hope is that the good news of Christ’s
coming will renew and recenter you—and
fill you with joy!

Friday, December 24

3:00 p.m. | Lessons and Carols Service on the Front Lawn | family-friendly | Children come dressed as a shepherd,

angel, animal, or wise man. Bring your lawn chairs and blankets. Infant nursery provided.
We will move to Barron Hall in the event of rain.

5:00 p.m. | Traditional Christmas Eve Worship with Communion | in the Sanctuary | Childcare provided.
9:00 p.m. | Traditional Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship | with Communion | in the Sanctuary

Join us for Out of the Darkness: A Service
of Hope and Prayer for Healing and Peace
Not everyone feels like celebrating during the holidays. Grief, illness, aging, depression,
loneliness, unemployment, and loss are magnified. Even those who are not struggling
may feel the stress of preparations and expectations around Christmas. Join us for
this meaningful new service on Sunday, December 12, at 4:00 p.m. in the sanctuary.
Childcare available. Sponsored by Stephen Ministry.

November 4, what a night!
Many thanks to Robert McCormick, Eleanor Barron and The Organ Committee, Robert Klingbeil, Herman DePriest, Allen
Organs of Tennessee, and all the other folks who contributed to make the Organ Dedication Concert a success.
All the Glory to God!

Come Away With Us

Restore. Renew. Recharge. | 2022 Women's Retreat
February 25-27 | Tapoco Lodge | Robbinsville, NC
We look forward to a wonderful time together, filled with fun and inspiration,
rest and free time, and joy in the beautiful surroundings. Our theme is “Spa for
the Soul,” led by Rev. Ansley Page from Spartanburg, S.C. Ansley will be taking a
closer look at several of Jesus’ most touching encounters with the women of his
day, and in doing that, we will let Scripture read our lives and let Jesus restore, renew, and recharge our souls.
Together, we will rest in the love of God and draw close to God’s heart. There we can drink of the Living Water, and reconnect
with the grace and guidance of Jesus for our renewal and encouragement! Scholarships are available by contacting Rev. Rachel
Hamburger at rhamburger@sequoyahchurch.org or 865-522-9804. More information can be found at sequoyahchurch.org
under “Women’s Ministries.” Registration is open. Sign up now: https://shpc.wufoo.com/forms/zhvm1qn1tn5b8z/

A special
thanks to all
the women
who came
to this year’s
Advent by
Candlelight,
to Robin
Wilhoit our
speaker, The
Women’s
Ministries
Committee
members
for hosting
tables, and
to the two
who helped
to put it all
together:
Carol Ellis
and Dottie
Arnett!

Advent
Outreach

SHPC Local Mission Opportunities

Roses Creek | Adopt a Roses Creek family and help make Christmas brighter
for them! The Woodland Community, also known as “Roses Creek”, is a

Community Land Trust of 400 acres in the coal mining area of Clearfork Valley,
located at the base of the Cumberland Mountains in northeast Tennessee. The
nonprofit trust owns the land and leases it for a nominal fee to individuals who
own the buildings on the land. As the home is truly their own, it provides the
homeowners with the same permanence and security as a conventional buyer,
and they can use the land in the same way as any homeowner.
Each year, members and friends of Sequoyah Church “adopt” families from the
Roses Creek Community by shopping from a list submitted by the family for
specific needs or making a monetary donation toward the purchase of items
such as country hams. On a day in mid-December, we load trucks, cars, and

SUVs, and drive to Clearfield, Tennessee to deliver the gifts. While this community
needs our help every year, this year has been especially hard for them. Would
you prayerfully consider adopting a family? Please contact Jennifer White at
jennifer6178@hotmail.com or 865-363-9684 for more information or to adopt
a family.
Thrive Parkridge Christmas Store | Please join us in donating funds to the
Thrive Holiday Store. Students at Thrive earn “dollars” all year for good behavior

to put towards gifts they can buy for their families. Click the following link for
specific ways to help. https://linktr.ee/thriveparkridge Or you can purchase
gifts for a deserving student by emailing Cammy Glover at cammyglover1605@
comcast.net.
FISH Christmas Cards | Give the gift of helping to end hunger in our area!

Each $5 card feeds a family of 4 for 3 days. The cards will be available in the
church office after Thanksgiving. Contact Becky Guyton at 865-522-9804 or
rguyton@sequoyahchurch.org for additional information.

Sunday dinner on October
24 at KARM prepared and
served with lots of love by
Denise Anderson, Bob
Crawford, Dan Cauble,
Bob and Barbara Eldridge,
Cammy and Mike Glover,
Bonnie and Lucy Marret,
Gary Pressel, and Janet and
Merrill White.

Staying in the Loop
SHPC has a church-wide email ministry for prayer
needs, praises, birth announcements, sharing of
deaths, and information about upcoming memorial
services. If you would like to be added to the list of
those who receive these prayer updates, please email
Pam Fritts at fritts1971@gmail.com.

Sunday Morning
Fellowship
Let’s take some time each Sunday to connect with one another over
some good coffee (made by Tony!), lemonade for the kids, and Krispy
Kreme donuts ... after 8:45 service, and again after Sunday School
and before the 11:00 worship. It’s also a great opportunity to greet
visitors and get to know newcomers who are looking for friendly
faces. Thanks to those families and individuals picking up the donuts
on Sundays!

The Pandemic has put financial pressure
on many. Our new Deacons’ Fund
Ministry is ready to help church members
in a time of temporary financial crisis.
The application is on the church website
under Care Ministries. Requests remain
strictly confidential. For more information,
email Jim Hatfield at jmhatfield1@gmail.
com or Pastor Rachel at rhamburger@
sequoyahchurch.org.

Disciples for Donuts Ministry

Two to three more dads/moms/families are needed to join our current
four families in a rotation to pick up (already paid for) doughnuts at the Kingston
Pike Krispy Kreme on Sunday mornings between 8:15-9:30, and deliver to church.
Contact Sarah Shanks (616-262-8492) if you can help.

SESSION RECAP | 11.09.21

20 total, both in person and by Zoom, Revs. Hamburger, Howell, and Lampley; Clerk of Session Lisa Oglesby;
Business Administrator Katie McHargue
Devotion from Ann Hitch
Order of the day was discussion on what would be reasonable in terms of possible updates to the church facilities
*Voted to return church’s pandemic response to “masks optional.”
Report from Steering and Planning Team, which is nearing the end of its process.

NOVEMBER 11TH VETERAN’S DAY CHURCH AND COMMUNITY LUNCHEON

December Church and Community Luncheon | Joy Fellowship is hosting the

SHPC Christmas Community Luncheon in The Loft on Thursday, December 9, at
noon. Join us for some Christmas frolic, carols, and a delicious boxed lunch for $5.
RSVP by December 7 by calling 865-522-9804. Transportation is available.

Men’s Retreat
Coming This
Spring!
MORE INFORMATION
WILL BE AVAILABLE SOON.

PLEASE RSVP FOR CHILDCARE BY DECEMBER 6
TO MARY EMILY AT MEMORRIS@SEQUOYAHCHURCH.ORG.

Help Us Welcome Our Newest
Members of 2021

Pictured above from left to right: LeRoy and Julie Bible | Rebecca and Ben Carey with children Eli and Jack | Julie Dilworth
Cornell (not pictured: husband RJ and children Jack and Leila) | Chris Culvern (not pictured: wife Katie and son Noah)
| Jonathan Dale (not pictured: wife Anna and children Noah, Owen, and Lillian | Kenton and Madi Gullion | Travis and
Erica Henegar with children Abby, Alex, and Anson | Jackson and Emily Hullander with children Colton and Walker
| Anessa Kincaid (not pictured) | Flossie McNabb | Grey Steed | Brett and Laura Thomason with daughter Maebelle
| Debbie Whelan

Get to know
your SHPC staff
. . . a bit better

“The 70/30 Split”
Our Steering and Planning Team,
which has been tasked by Session
with identifying areas of focus to
shape the next season of ministry in
our church, is nearing the end of its
process. This group, chaired by Betsy
Child, will deliver to Session aspects
of ministry that could shape some of
the priorities for us as a congregation
going forward.
In conversations with each other and with Dave Travis,
the church consultant helping to guide this process, one
of the components that has already shaped some of our
discussions has been something called the 70/30 split.

Andrew Skoog| Director of Music
Meaningful Bible verse | “For surely I know the
plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your
welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with
hope.” Jeremiah 29:11
Favorite place you’ve ever traveled | Ireland
Favorite ice cream flavor | Not really an ice cream
person, but I sure love banana flavored yogurt or
banana ANYTHING. Just not banana bread.
What part of your role at SHPC brings you the
most joy | The way in which God has and continues
to use my choir family to consistently demonstrate
His presence and power in my life.
What is one of your most cherished memories
growing up | Late night talks with my mom after
everyone else had gone to bed. My mom was my hero.
What are you most looking forward to in the new
year | Hopefully kicking Covid to the curb. Here’s
hoping it goes my way.

It goes like this: vibrant churches devote 70% of their
energy toward those who aren’t a part of the church yet.
That is, a church’s focus is more outward than inward. This
may seem somewhat obvious as a good thing, but it can be
so easy for a church’s energy to turn internally. No church
just comes out and says, “Well we just want to serve
ourselves,” but it can creep up on a congregation, to the
point that a church can realize that much more time and
energy is dedicated toward tending to the needs of its own
members, often at the expense of living out the decidedly
outward mission Christ has called us to.
Where does our energy go? Fortunately, the notion of
being “outwardly focused” shouldn’t come as too big a
surprise. It’s etched in stone on our church’s front sign,
after all. It’s part of our congregation’s DNA. But can we
sometimes lose sight of it? That’s been a question this
Steering and Planning Team has been wrestling with, trying
to evaluate how we can renew our focus closer to that
“70/30 split” and rededicating more energy toward those
who aren’t here yet.
And a funny thing happens when a church focuses on
those on the outside: those on the inside are energized
by it! - Pastor Jay

The 148th Stated Meeting of the
Presbytery of East Tennessee was hosted
by SHPC on Tuesday, November 9.
Outgoing Moderator, Karen White, gave the sermon and
received recognition for her faithful service. Karen’s last official
duty as moderator was to represent the Presbytery of East
Tennessee in the installation of Mark Curtis as senior pastor of
First Presbyterian, Knoxville, on Sunday, November 28. This
was especially significant since First Presbyterian was the
sponsor/mother church for SHPC. Karen made a point of
sending blessings from Sequoyah Church

Big South
Fork. Even
When It Rains.

Priceless times together at
our favorite campground.
Join us next year on
October 20-23.

More camping
photos can be
found on our
Instagram and
Facebook
accounts.
Thanks to Allison
Blackwell, Joe Bruner,
Robyn Doiron,
Lauren Hall,
Mark Lampley,
and Caroline
Vaughn for
sharing these
wonderful
photos and
the ones on
social media.
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IF YOU ARE A HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT . . .

Nashville
Weekend |
Service
Retreat
Seven students from our youth
group attended a service project
with CSM (city service mission)
over the course of a weekend this
November. Our purpose was to
experience some of the deeper
problems in the inner city and
learn from organizations that help
to alleviate poverty and injustice.
Within our time there, we first
worked at a community garden
plotted on a church that grows
produce to provide for the
homeless in suburban Nashville.
We planted radishes, picked herbs,
and learned from dedicated

Join us for the Ski Retreat over President’s Day weekend in February. Sign up
now: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSevOqE-RnbCIp0I1ygOKfMq6X389HsaGepZJRuZXX4_7y-mQg/viewform
Sign-ups are also open for the mission trip to Guatemala in June.
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdIsINICEUyBdza2EhFIjPBIj7Ks99RPCAPQhJdAk_ZVrU90Q/viewform

volunteers about the importance
of their ministry. Later, our CSM
guide led us on a prayer tour of
downtown Nashville where we
were shown the different sides of
the city; both rich and poor, both
developed and underprivileged.
All weekend, we stayed at
McKendree United Methodist
Church where we attended
worship on Sunday morning.
Pastor Stephen Handy rounded
out the weekend with his message
emphasizing the pain and
injustice all around us. He assured
us, though, that the future can
be brighter with a passion for
others and continual service for
the Kingdom of God. -Kenton
Gullion

Lending a Hand in The Hills

3700 Keowee Avenue | Knoxville, Tennessee 37919
865.522.9804. | sequoyahchurch.org

12.21
Our Meal Ministry | SHPC has some great cooks, and our Meal Team is ready to help any member of our congregation
at a time of need, such as illness, recovery, loss, or welcoming a new baby into your home. If this ministry would help you
or someone you know, please text or email Helen Bruner (865) 368-4107, helen.bruner44@gmail.com, or Jennifer White
at (865) 363-9684, jennifer6178@hotmail.com. If you would like to participate in this ministry and furnish a meal to
someone in need, please let us know!

CHURCH RECORDS
BAPTISMS
Jake Connor Simmons

son of Jordan and Laura (Stair) Simmons
Sunday, November 28
David Franklin Edwards

son of Jonathan and Juliana Edwards
Sunday, November 21

DEATHS
Aurelia Biggs

Wednesday, November 24
Betty Benson

Saturday, November 6

Throwback to Halloween when the Drysdales and
the Koebkes rocked the popcorn community
outreach on Nokomis. Thanks Y’all!

