The Tower

11.21
SERMON SERIES
Rediscover Church: Marks of Faith from the Early Church
October 10 through November 21

SHPC Family,
Throughout last month and into this month, each week in worship we’ve been looking at stories of the early
months of the church in the Book of Acts in our series “Rediscover Church.” What about the church then have
we perhaps overlooked or even forgotten? What can the church then teach us for the church now?
In one passage we’ll explore this month, Acts gives us a glimpse not of a specific thing that happened but of what
everyday life looked like for this community of faith, one that was adding to its number every day.
Do you know what that life together looked like? These early Christians shared their possessions, with “no one
claim[ing] private ownership of any possessions” (4:32). They “gave their testimony to the resurrection of the
Lord Jesus” (4:33). “There was not a needy person among them” (4:34), with those among them with more
material means selling their possessions for the sake of supporting their communal life together.
What could such a communal, shared existence speak into how we go about life as a church today? Does it
translate to modern times?
Maybe what first strikes me is the whole “no private ownership” thing. Can you imagine what that would look like
today? It’d mean that any of us, Frances and I included, who owned a home would sell it and bring the proceeds
to be shared in the life and ministry of the church.
I don’t know of too many congregations out there today, no matter the setting, that call upon its members to
sell all possessions for the communal “pot,” but that at least was how the earliest Christians did things, so what
do we take from it?
Perhaps what I find the most compelling about these early Christians was the “all-in” mentality they had. So
strong was their faith, so urgent was their mission that they would contribute everything to help support it.
Can we say the same? I have to admit: sometimes I hold back, whether it be in money, in time, or in commitment.
It might surprise you to know that I, your Pastor, don’t dedicate every waking moment to the direct service of
the church. I’d like to say I do so in the name of stewarding our household’s resources, seeking a balance of work
and rest, and being a good and attentive father and husband—and a lot of times that’s true.
But other times it’s just not. Sometimes I’m just selfish, and the faith of these early Christians is at once inspiring
and convicting for me.
What does their faith say to you? Do we hold back from sharing life together and gathering in Christ’s name to
proclaim his glory and spread his gospel? What would change if we didn’t hold back so much?
I invite you to consider these hard questions over the next month, and though those questions apply to much
more than just household finances, I invite you to consider how God might be leading you to step into the shared
life of the church a bit more, in particular in the way we commit to each other in the form of our yearly pledges,
bringing our resources together like those early Christians did for the shared, joyous work of ministry
In Christ,

				
				

Dr. Jay F. Howell
Pastor | Head of Staff

Sequoyah Hills Presbyterian Church | 3700 Keowee Avenue | sequoyahchurch.org | 865.522.9804

November 2021 | at a Glance
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Monday
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1

2

3

4

5

6

10a Staff Meeting
10:15a Yoga in
Barron Hall
12p L.I.F.E. Group
| Blackwell
6p 3rd Year
Disciple Group
6p Grief Care

9:30a L.I.F.E. Group
| Zeanah
10:30a L.I.F.E. Group
| Dotterweich
4:30p Children’s Choirs
6p L.I.F.E. Groups
6p MS Small Groups
7p HS Small Groups
7p Chancel Choir

8a L.I.F.E. Group
| Men’s Bible
Study
10:15a Yoga in
The Loft
7p Organ
Dedication
Concert

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14 Commitment

8:45a Worship in
Barron Hall
9:45a Sunday School
10:30-11a Coffee and
Donuts for Disciples
11a Worship in the
Sanctuary | Livestream
5p SM Supervision

10a Staff Meeting
10:15a Yoga in
Barron Hall
12p L.I.F.E. Group
| Blackwell
6p 3rd Year
Disciple Group
6p Grief Care

PET Meeting
hosted by SHPC
6p Session Meeting

9:30a L.I.F.E. Group
| Zeanah
10:30a L.I.F.E. Group
| Dotterweich
4:30p Children’s Choirs
6p L.I.F.E. Groups
6p MS Small Groups
7p HS Small Groups
7p Chancel Choir

8a L.I.F.E. Group
| Men’s Bible
Study
10:15a Yoga in
The Loft
12p Church &
Community
Luncheon

7a L.I.F.E. Group
| Men’s Bible
Study

15

10a Staff Meeting
10:15a Yoga in
Barron Hall
6p Grief Care

16

17

18

19

20

Sunday

21

22

10a Staff Meeting
10:15a Yoga in
Barron Hall
6p 3rd Year
Disciple Group

23

24

25

26

27

8:45a Worship in
Barron Hall
9:45a Sunday School and
Newcomers’ Class
10:30-11a Coffee and
Donuts for Disciples
11a Worship in the
Sanctuary | Livestream
5p Stephen Ministry
Cont. Ed. & Supervision
6p Youth Sunday Night
Fellowship
The Loft HS Service
Trip to Nashville

28

29

30

8:45a Worship in
Barron Hall
9:45a Sunday School
10:30-11a Coffee and
Donuts for Disciples
11a Worship in the
Sanctuary | Livestream

8:45a Worship in
Barron Hall
9:45a Advent
Workshop in
Barron Hall

9:45a Sunday School
10:30-11a Coffee and
Donuts for Disciples
11a Worship in the
Sanctuary | Livestream

10a Staff Meeting
10:15a Yoga in
Barron Hall

9a FISH Ministry
4:15p Youth
serve at THRIVE
Parkridge

7p Women's
Ministries'
Advent by
Candlelight

9:30a L.I.F.E. Group
| Zeanah
10:30a L.I.F.E. Group
| Dotterweich
4:30p Children’s Choirs
6p L.I.F.E. Groups
6p MS Small Groups
7p HS Small Groups
7p Chancel Choir

8a L.I.F.E. Group
| Men’s Bible
Study
10:15a Yoga in
The Loft

10:30a L.I.F.E. Group Thanksgiving
| Dotterweich
The Church Office
is Closed

The Loft HS
Service Trip to
Nashville

The Church
Office is Closed

The Loft HS
Service Trip
to Nashville

Join us on Sundays in the Bell Tower from
10:30 to 11a for “Coffee and Donuts, a time for
conversation with other disciples,” our fall/winter version of "Lemonade on the Lawn!

GIVING AND GROWING
Stewardship Commitment Sunday
is November 14, 2021
As we near the end of this year’s Stewardship Campaign “Giving and
Growing,” we will celebrate God’s faithfulness to us and offer our pledges
for 2022 during worship at both services on Sunday, November 14.

Join us through
November 21 for
our sermon series,
“Rediscover Church:
Marks of Faith from
the early Church”

Please bring your pledge cards to worship that day, as we’ll dedicate them
as part of the worship service. For those who have already submitted a
pledge, we will have blank cards available for us all to dedicate our pledges
together, as well as an online option for those joining by livestream at
11:00.
Many thanks to everyone who has already taken part in this year’s Stewardship
Campaign “Giving and Growing.” Let us all continue in prayer and
discernment in how God may be leading us to give in the coming year.

“One gives freely, yet grows all the richer”

–Proverbs 11:24

-Robyn Doiron and Bill Taylor, Stewardship Co-Chairs

Come support
our Music Ministry
and Organ Committee,
giving thanks to God
for His providence, as
we dedicate this new
instrument of worship!

[

Join us on Sunday, November 7, as
we welcome Dr. Anany Prosper of
The Children’s Nutrition Program of
Haiti as our guest liturgist. If you are
interested in joining us for lunch and
a presentation on Haiti by Dr. Prosper,
call the church office at 522-9804 to
reserve your spot.

Call the church office
at 865-522-9804 if
you need childcare or
transportation. The
concert will also be
available via livestream.

What. Would. Change.
Perhaps what I find the most compelling
about these early Christians was the
“all-in” mentality they had. So strong was
their faith, so urgent was their mission that
they would contribute everything to help
support it.
Can we say the same?
Do we hold back from sharing life together
and gathering in Christ’s name to proclaim
his glory and spread his gospel?
What would change if we didn’t hold back
so much?
I invite you to consider how God might
be leading you to step into the shared life
of the church a bit more, in particular in
the way we commit to each other in the
form of our yearly pledges, bringing our
resources together like those early
Christians did for the shared, joyous work
of ministry.

We so enjoyed having Marilyn Borst
with us on World Communion Sunday,
October 3. We are grateful for her work

with the Outreach Foundation, the time
she spent with us leading worship and
sharing her experiences of time spent here
in the US and abroad. Thank you, Marilyn!

SESSION RECAP | 10.12.21
15 total, both in person and by Zoom, Revs. Hamburger, Howell, and Lampley; Clerk of Session Lisa Oglesby;
Business Administrator Katie McHargue; Guest: Transitional General Presbyter James McTyre
Devotion from Pastor Mark Lampley
Order of the day was report and motion from Worship Committee Chair Ann Hitch on future format of the
8:45 Worship Service
Maintained current level of pandemic precautions (masks requested) for the time being.
Report from Betsy Child on Steering and Planning Team, and approved formation of Facility Update Team.

SPA FOR THE SOUL

Restore, Renew, and Recharge
2022 Women's Retreat
February 25-27
Registration begins Wednesday, December 1
The Women’s Ministries Team is very excited for our upcoming retreat at the beautiful
Tapoco Lodge in Robbinsville, NC. We look forward to great connection with each other,
for fun and inspiration, for rest and free time, and for joy in the beautiful setting.
Our theme is “Spa for the Soul,” and we are so grateful that Rev. Ansley Page from
Spartanburg, S.C., is coming back to be our speaker. She’ll be leading us through several of
Jesus’ most touching encounters with the women of his day, and in doing that, we will let
Scripture read our lives and let Jesus restore, renew, and recharge our souls.
Like a facial or pedicure, we will let this time away with our sisters in Christ soothe and
invigorate not our skin or our feet, but our souls. Together, we will rest in the love of God
and draw close to God’s heart. There we can drink of the Living Water, and reconnect
with the grace and guidance of Jesus for our renewal and encouragement!
So, mark your calendars for February 25-27. More information can be found at
sequoyahchurch.org under “Women's Ministries.”

WE ARE THRILLED TO
WELCOME ROBIN WILHOIT
AS OUR GUEST SPEAKER
THIS YEAR!
The Women’s Committee is hosting
this year's Advent by Candlelight on
Tuesday, November 30, 2021. There
will be open seating for all. Online
registration for this event will be
October 31 through November 21.
Online registration can be found at
sequoyahchurch.org and in the weekly
E-News. Register now: https://shpc.
wufoo.com/forms/z19gejyc1ek0qy3/

A Note from Berry
at The Outreach Foundation
Thank you for Sequoyah Hills’ gift in September to support our Holistic Evangelism
Project in Tete Province, Mozambique. In June, I sent you a report on our work up to that
point in 2021. An uptick in COVID-19 has prevented us from continuing our leadership
training since groups can not assemble at this time. This inability to meet in groups is a
real hardship for churches and schools. Our building projects have been able to continue
however, and we have completed the manse in Zobue and one of the toilet blocks at a rural primary school. Construction
continues on another toilet block at the Chiwale school (first construction photo, below left) and the classroom addition at the
Khanga school (second construction photo, below middle). We are constructing a church in the village of Liziye (third
construction photo, below right). Our well driller in Malawi has completed 4 wells in Malawi (bottom photo), and our
Mozambican well driller is doing the prep work for an additional 4 wells in Tete Province.

Sebber is enjoying her nursing recertification classes in Lusaka, Zambia and has
been able to spend a little time with her daughter, Nancy, who is enrolled in
college in Lusaka. Before Sebber left for Zambia she attended the CCAP Blantyre
Synod annual meeting (similar to our PCUSA General Assembly meetings) and
gave a report on our work (above photo). She is very well respected. Carlos and
his family are doing well. He is doing a good job of coordinating our work in
Tete Province and reporting to Sebber while she is away. Sequoyah Hills’ faithful
support of these servant leaders is greatly appreciated! Blessings! Berry

Library News | Pastor's Pick
Jay Howell‘s selection, You Are Special by Max Lucado is on display
waiting for you in the SHPC Library.

I’m taking a cue from Pastor Mark’s contribution in September by offering
what I consider a wonderful children’s book.
Wemmicks, dots, stars, Punchinello, and this old woodcarver. Those are
some of the images and characters in this cherished children’s book
You Are Special by Max Lucado. What on earth could this story be about?
Three years ago my old boss in Germantown and his wife gave us this book
shortly before our son Jack was born, and three years later it has become a pretty
regular feature in nightly reading time.
It’s the story of Punchinello who is a “Wemmick.” Wemmicks, you see, were kind of like
wooden puppets who walked and talked, lived in towns, worked, played, etc.
They were a bit image-conscious too, shall we say. A big part of their day was distributing stars
and dots to each other: stars if another Wemmick did something right, and dots if another
Wemmick did something wrong. Some Wemmicks had lots of stars because they did lots of
things right—and they felt very proud of themselves as a result. Other Wemmicks had lots
of dots because it seemed they couldn’t do very much right at all.
Punchinello was a Wemmick with lots of dots, and he felt pretty down about it.
But one day, he met another Wemmick who had no stars or dots. He asked how that could
be, and she sent Punchinello to see Eli, the woodcarver.
I won’t spoil the rest of the story, suffice it to say that this is a beautiful parable of grace and
identity in the love of God, all in the midst of a world that focuses way too much on what others see as successes and failures.
We read this together as a family pretty regularly. No matter the age, the message is pretty powerful, because we’re never too
old or too young to be reminded that God loves us and doesn’t make mistakes, no matter how many stars or dots others
may try to put on us. -In Christ, Jay
Save the Date for the Chancel Choir’s A Celebration of Christmas
Wednesday, December 1, at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary

The concert, which will include traditional carols and congregational hymns,
will feature the SHPC Chancel Choir, soloists, and an orchestra.
Transportation is available by calling the church office at 522-9804
by Monday, November 29.

New this Christmas at Sequoyah Church

Out of the Darkness: A Service of Hope and Prayer
for Healing and Peace
Not everyone feels like celebrating during the holidays. Grief, illness, aging, depression,
loneliness, unemployment, and loss are magnified. Even those who are not struggling
may feel the stress of preparations and expectations around Christmas. Join us for
this meaningful new service on Sunday, December 12, at 4:00 p.m. in the sanctuary.

rd
e
H
r
u
o
Grab Y

!

a

lved
o
v
n
I
t
e
nd G

Christmas Outreach and Mission
		
Projects for our SHPC Family
to Participate in this Season.
Spread a little holiday cheer by sending Christmas cards to our missionaries
abroad by November 15. Missionaries’ mailing addresses can be found on the

church website at sequoyahchurch.org or in the International Missions brochure in
the office.
Donations for Knox Area Rescue Ministries “Coats for the Cold” continues

through November 13. Drop off your gently-used coats (all styles and sizes) in the
bins marked for them outside the church office.
UKIRK (UT campus) We will be collecting individually wrapped snacks and treats

for the students during exam week. Some ideas include: rice krispie treats, granola
bars, hot chocolate mixes, peanut butter crackers, and chips. Leave your snacks in
the bin marked for them in the church office by November 19.
Roses Creek | Adopt a roses Creek family and help make Christmas brighter for them! The Woodland Community, also

known as “Roses Creek”, is a Community Land Trust of 400 acres in the coal mining area of Clearfork Valley, located at the
base of the Cumberland Mountains in northeast Tennessee. The nonprofit trust owns the land and leases it for a nominal fee
to individuals who own the buildings on the land. As the home is truly their own, it provides the homeowners with the same
permanence and security as a conventional buyer, and they can use the land in the same way as any homeowner.
Each year, members and friends of Sequoyah Hills Presbyterian “adopt” families from the Roses Creek Community by shopping
from a list submitted by the family of specific needs. Others make a monetary donation toward the purchase of items such as
country hams, and, on a day before Christmas, we load trucks, cars, and suvs, and drive to Clearfield, Tennessee to deliver the
gifts. While this community needs our help every year, this year has been especially hard for them. Would you prayerfully consider
adopting a family? Please contact Jennifer White at 865-363-9684 or jennifer6178@hotmail.com for more information or to
adopt a family.
Thrive Parkridge Christmas Store | Please join us in donating to the Thrive Holiday Store. Students at Thrive earn “dollars”

all year for good behavior to put towards gifts they can buy for their families. Click the following link for specific ways to help.
https://linktr.ee/thriveparkridge
Pond Gap Elementary School | Be an “angel” to a student from Pond Gap for which we are buying Christmas gifts!

Each child will be given a present that is a “need” and a “want.” Contact Sue Dilworth at susandilworth422@gmail.com or
865-384-1650 for details.
FISH Christmas Cards | Give the best gift

of all by helping to end hunger in our area!
Each $5 card feeds a family of 4 for 3 days.
The cards will be available in the church
office after Thanksgiving. Contact Becky
Guyton at 865-522-9804 or rguyton@sequoyahchurch.org for additional information.

SHEEP “Serving the
Preschool
at Sequoyah
Church

Shepherd,
tending
His lambs.”

John 21:16

SHEEP provides a Christian environment
for the development of physical,
spiritual, emotional, cognitive, and
social aspects of children. We offer
families creative experiences where
the whole child can develop a love of
learning in an atmosphere of safety and
security. We employ a variety of teaching
methods to strengthen Christian values,
a moral conscience, and a sense of
community and responsibility.
We began our 20th year in August with
114 children and 88 families. SHEEP
gratefully appreciates the support and
commitment from SHPC.
-Dottie Arnett

Staff | pictured from left to right
Dottie Arnett, Director
Peyton Drysdale, Administrative Assistant
Kim Chapman, Teaching Assistant
Emily Davis, PS1 Lead Teacher
Jeanne Cecil, PS1 Assistant Teacher
Becky Mitchell, PS2 Lead Teacher
Catherine Atchley, PS2 Assistant Teacher
Bonnie Muirhead, PS3 Lead Teacher
Nikki LeMasurier, PS3 Assistant Teacher
Kim Hutchins, PS4 Lead Teacher
Leigha Montgomery, PS4 Assistant Teacher
Leslie Cook, PS5 Lead Teacher
Lynette Bachleda, PS5 Assistant Teacher
Sharon Loveday, PS6 Lead Teacher
Amy Honeycutt, PS6 Assistant Teacher

SHEEP Board 2021-22
Dottie Arnett, SHEEP Director | Mark Lampley, Associate Pastor | Beth Sterchi, SHEEP Chair, Buildings & Grounds Committee
| Joe Huie, Finance Committee | Klair Kimmey, Christian Formation Committee | Ginny Lyon, Benevolence Committee |
Ann Hitch, Officer at Large | Brad Fox, Church Member at Large | David Frey, Church Member at Large | Bee McCallie,
Church Member at Large | Stevens Koella, Church Member at-large | Rebecca Cobble, Parent Rep | Ryan Connor, Parent Rep

Get to know your
SHPC staff . . .
a bit better

Session Approves
Formation of Facility
Update Team
Following a report from our Steering and
Planning Team, our Session approved the
formation of a Facility Update Team,
tasked with applying some of the emerging
areas of focus for our church’s ministry to
how we could/should update our church
building.
Our Steering and Planning Team, chaired by Betsy Child,
continues work on discerning the specific areas of focus
that our congregation should consider prioritizing in the
next season of life as a church. Among those that we can
already sense include: renewed focus on those who aren’t
here yet, fostering connection within our congregation and
especially between our church and the community.

Mark Lampley| Associate Pastor
of Christian Formation
Meaningful Bible verse | “I know you are a
gracious God and merciful, slow to anger and
abounding in steadfast love, and ready
to relent from punishing.” Jonah 4:2
Favorite restful place | Montreat, NC
Place I'd like to return | Yosemite Falls
Favorite ice cream flavor | Butter Pecan
People who are extra special | Church family,
Karen, Meg, and Luke
What is one of your most cherished
memories growing up | boating and
swimming at Lake Norman, NC with
extended family
Hope and Prayer for the Church | “lead a life
worthy of the calling to which you have been
called, with all humility and gentleness, with
patience, bearing with one another in love”
Ephesians 4:1-2

A quick question that comes up is how/if our church
building reflects those priorities? Put another way, if we are
hoping to foster greater connection within our congregation
and especially between our church and the community,
does our church building support that mission or hinder it?
If the latter, how could/should we make changes? What
would those changes be?
Those are big questions, so at last month’s meeting the
Session approved a “Facility Update Team” with the goal
of identifying not just what needs repairs or replacements
—things that are more in the “maintenance” category—but
more in terms of a master plan to reflect our priorities in
ministry.
This team, once convened, will be asking for input from
the rest of the congregation, along with targeted conversations
with some of the ministry teams and committees in our
church.
If you have any questions or thoughts to contribute, even
at these initial stages, please contact Pastor Jay.

Please Join Us for Our Sixth Annual

Advent Family
Workshop

Sunday, November 28, at 9:45 a.m. in Barron Hall

Come be a part of this intergenerational time of fellowship, crafts, Advent wreaths, Christmas cards, gingerbread
manger scenes, and more during the Sunday school hour!

rsvp is requested for breakfast
865-522-9804 or memorris@sequoyahchurch.org, by Sunday, November 21

World Gifts will have tables set-up with jewelry,

home décor, shawls, purses, pottery, table linens, nativities,
and baskets perfect for that special Christmas gift.

Save the Date, Y’all! Our Children’s Choirs Christmas Concert is Wednesday,
December 8, in the Sanctuary at 6:00 p.m. Can't wait to see you there!

SHPC kids at the
Presbytery of East
Tennessee's Seventh
Annual Pre-teen
Retreat

On October 1-2, pre-teens from
around the Presbytery came to CJK for
the Seventh Annual Pre-teen Retreat.
They learned about the importance
of The Lord’s Supper and celebrated
World Communion. The
group also enjoyed s’mores,
crafts, games, lake time,
worship, and the high ropes
course. See you next year,
CJK!

We were happy to host over forty of our friends from Thrive Parkridge in our Barron Hall for a festive
and fun Fall Fest. Special thank you to Dorothy Moseley for organizing the festivities and the over
twenty students who came to help run games and serve food!

High School Mission
Trip to Guatemala
Registration is officially open for our 2022
Mission Trip. We will be assisting with
construction and education projects in a
Guatemalan village. Deadline to sign up will
be in January of 2022. The total cost of the
trip is $1,100/person. Questions? Please
reach out to Kenton at kgullion@sequoyahchurch.org or 740-961-9476 . Sign up now:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/
1FAIpQLSdIsINICEUyBdza2EhFIjPBIj7Ks99RPCAPQhJdAk_ZVrU90Q/viewform

High School Service Trip | Nashville, TN | City. Service. Mission. | November 19-21, 2021
This month, some high school students will be going to Nashville for a weekend to partner with inner city nonprofits.
Registrations are still open! Sign up now: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf_w4ZX8wkSCOflhxPByFqGm55N2hdrMT19MRA_9mL2vFq5nw/viewform

3700 Keowee Avenue | Knoxville, Tennessee 37919
865.522.9804. | sequoyahchurch.org

11.21
Our Meal Ministry | SHPC has some great cooks, and our Meal Team is ready to help any member of our congregation
at a time of need, such as illness, recovery, loss, or welcoming a new baby into your home. If this ministry would help you
or someone you know, please text or email Helen Bruner (865) 368-4107, helen.bruner44@gmail.com, or Jennifer White
at (865) 363-9684, jennifer6178@hotmail.com. If you would like to participate in this ministry and furnish a meal to
someone in need, please let us know!

CHURCH RECORDS
BIRTHS

BAPTISMS

Ellis Monroe Broome

Millie Barron Linley Cleveland

Vera Ann Smith

Noah Hays Culvern

Jack Matthew Berger

William Walker Hullander and
Colton Bowman Hullander

daughter of John and Ann Louise (Ellis) Broome
Monday, October 25
daughter of Dean and Catherine Smith
Sunday, October 24
son of Matt and Alice (Mayo) Berger
Friday, October 8
Sinclair Charles Copenhaver

daughter of Victoria and Tee Cleveland
Sunday, October 24
son of Chris and Katie (Hays) Culvern
Sunday, October 17

sons of Jackson and Emily (Culvern) Hullander
Sunday, October 17

daughter of Chad and Natalie Copenhaver
Tuesday, September 28
November Church and Community Luncheon | Joy Fellowship is honoring our SHPC

veterans at the Community Luncheon in Barron Hall on Thursday, November 11, at noon.
Come hear their stories and enjoy a delicious boxed lunch for $5. RSVP by November 8 by
calling 865-522-9804. Transportation is available.

