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SHPC Family,

Last week we began our Lenten journey in the wilderness, exploring stories in the Book of  Numbers. We 
found the Israelites on the cusp of  stepping into the Promised Land, but upon hearing some discouraging 
reports about how difficult it would be, they wanted to turn back.

They didn’t trust that God would lead them into the life and the land he had promised them. 

How often can we do the same thing? We can be right on the cusp of  stepping into a new or renewed faith, 
but then perhaps we anticipate that it may be difficult, that it may mean letting go of  aspects of  our lives that 
we cling to unhealthily, that it may mean trusting God in a way we hadn’t before. And so we hold back.

So much of  the Lenten season is recognizing all the ways we might wander from the Lord, and just how  
dependent we are even upon God to pull us back. But the Lord is faithful, always inviting us to take the next 
step of  faith, precisely when it feels daunting. Such is the path to the cross, knowing that the promise of   
Easter and new life is on the other side.

As a church we are on the cusp of  a big step of  faith. Next month, we will be revealing some exciting things in 
front of  us: a vision for major updates to our building and a significant, new missional focus in the city. These 
are long-needed and will impact the shape of  our ministry for years to come.

But stepping into it can feel daunting. Committing to it can feel overwhelming. It might feel more comfortable 
for us to turn back. 

My encouragement to you, friends, is that first and foremost we would not shirk back from a step of  faith, 
whether that be spiritually and individually or whether that be collectively as a church.

I am excited to be taking this next step with you.

In Christ,               

               Dr. Jay F. Howell
               Pastor | Head of  Staff



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1
7a L.I.F.E. Group | 
Men’s Bible Study 
(G2)
10a Tai Chi

2
WOMEN’S  
RETREAT

3
8:45a Worship in 
Barron Hall 
9:45a Sunday School 
11a Worship in the 
Sanctuary | Livestream
5:30-7:00p Youth SNF

4
12p L.I.F.E. Group 
| Blackwell
1p JOY Fellowship
Meeting in FCR

5
9:30a Staff  Meeting

6
9a WWW Group
9:20a Howell
10a Yoga 
10:30a Dotterweich
4p Knitters/ 
Crocheters/Stitchers
4:30p KidsPraise Choir 
5:30p Gale/Kimmey 
5:45p Couples Disciple
6p Dotterweich
7p Saunders
7p Chancel Choir

7
8a L.I.F.E. Group 
| Men’s Bible 
Study

8
87a L.I.F.E. 
Group | Men’s 
Bible Study (G1)
10a Tai Chi

9

10
8:45a Worship in 
Barron Hall 
9:45a Sunday School 
11a Worship in the 
Sanctuary | Livestream
5:30-7:00p Youth SNF
5p SM Continuing Ed. 
and Supervision

11
10a Yoga 
12p L.I.F.E. Group 
| Blackwell

12
9:30a Staff  Meeting
6p Session Meeting

13 14
8a L.I.F.E. Group 
| Men’s Bible 
Study 
12p Church  
& Community  
Luncheon in 
Barron Hall

15
7a L.I.F.E. Group 
| Men’s Bible 
Study (G2)
10a Tai Chi

16

17
8:45a Worship in 
Barron Hall 
9:45a Sunday School 
11a Worship in the 
Sanctuary | Livestream
5:30-7:00p Youth SNF

18
10a Yoga 
12p L.I.F.E. Group 
| Blackwell

19
9a FISH Ministry 
9:30a Staff  Meeting

20 21
8a L.I.F.E. Group 
| Men’s Bible 
Study

22
7a L.I.F.E. Group 
| Men’s Bible 
Study (G2)
10a Tai Chi

23

24
Palm 
Sunday
8:45a Worship in  
Barron Hall
9:45a Sunday School 
11a Worship and  
Confirmation Sunday in 
the Sanctuary |  
Livestream
3p Easter Egg Hunt
5p SM Supervision
5:30-7:00p Youth SNF

25
10a Yoga 
12p L.I.F.E. Group 
| Blackwell
2p Monday Movie 
Matinee

26
9:30a Staff  Meeting
6:30p Deacon 
Meeting

27 28
maundy 
ThurSday
8a L.I.F.E. Group 
| Men’s Bible 
Study
6p Maundy 
Thursday  
Dinner and  
Communion

29
Good 
Friday
7a L.I.F.E. Group 
| Men’s Bible 
Study (G1)
10a Tai Chi
12p Good Friday 
Service in the 
Chapel
10a Tai Chi

30

31
EaSTEr
6:45a Sunrise Service  
on the front lawn 
8:45a Worship in  
Sanctuary
9:45a Sunday School
9:45a Choir Breakfast
10:30a Releasing  
Butterflies at the Cross 
11a Worship in the  
Sanctuary | Livestream
No Youth SNF

1
Church Office 
Closed for Easter 
Monday

March 2024 | at a Glance

Join us February 25 
through March 2 
for our sermon 

series, “Wilderness 
Stories: Lessons 

of Faith from the 
Desert”

Right on the Cusp
 

So much of the Lenten season is recognizing 
all the ways we might wander from the Lord, 
and just how dependent we are even upon 
God to pull us back. But the Lord is faithful, 
always inviting us to take the next step of faith, 
precisely when it feels daunting. Such is the 
path to the cross, knowing that the promise of 
Easter and new life is on the other side.

My encouragement to you, friends, is that first 
and foremost we would not shirk back from 
a step of faith, whether that be spiritually and 
individually or whether that be collectively as 
a church.

I am excited to be taking this next step with 
you.

[
Join us on Maundy Thursday,  
March 28, at 6:00 p.m. in Barron Hall 
for dinner, worship, a dramatization 
of the Last Supper, and communion 
as we commemorate the Last Supper 
and Christ’s commandment to love 
one another. The men of  the church 
are preparing dinner. Childcare will be 
provided. Reservations are not required 
but are very much appreciated. Sign up 
for dinner now: https://docs.google.
com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfVp8ty-
Sk09-mLOy1G_y-RrtYYGjWDrgxIQpZ-
ZujIZKxpfgjg/viewform

Good Friday Service  | 
The Seven Last Words of Christ 

on the Cross on March 29, 
at noon in the Chapel. 
Childcare is provided

Surely he has borne our griefs and 
carried our sorrows;Yet we  

esteemed him stricken, smitten 
by God, and afflicted.

“He is not here;  
for he has been raised, 
as he said. Come, see 
the place where he lay.” M
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JOIN US FOR PALM SUNDAY 
WORSHIP ON MARCH 24
Join us on March 24 at the 8:45 or 11:00 a.m. service. Before 11:00 worship,  
children can meet Mary Emily in the back of  the sanctuary to receive their 
palms for the processional. Afterwards, they will be seated with their parents. 
Come see the live donkey outside the church at both services!

Check out Pastor Ben’s Mission Trip article on the next spread. 
Below is the link to Porch de Salomon’s recent newsletter  
featuring Dr. Beth Fancher, Dr. Merrill White, Lynn Caruthers, 
and Dr. Betsy Hull from our medical mission team. SHPC 
was also instrumental in funding the 161st house Porch built (pg 1), 
this one for Lorena. https://porchdesalomon.org/wp-content/up-
loads/2024/02/March-2024-PorchTalk-.pdf

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfVp8tySk09-mLOy1G_y-RrtYYGjWDrgxIQpZZujIZKxpfgjg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfVp8tySk09-mLOy1G_y-RrtYYGjWDrgxIQpZZujIZKxpfgjg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfVp8tySk09-mLOy1G_y-RrtYYGjWDrgxIQpZZujIZKxpfgjg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfVp8tySk09-mLOy1G_y-RrtYYGjWDrgxIQpZZujIZKxpfgjg/viewform
https://porchdesalomon.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/March-2024-PorchTalk-.pdf
https://porchdesalomon.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/March-2024-PorchTalk-.pdf


 
 

SHPC’s Medical  
Mission Trip to  

Guatemala
On February 3, a team of  16 

departed for Guatemala. We had 
one more dentist from Atlanta 

join us at the Guatemala  
airport who had previously been 
down to work on a construction 

project with Porch de Solomon 
(henceforth referred to as 

Porch), and who had connected 
with Dr. Beth Fancher.  

Additionally, after overseeing 
Youth Sunday, our Youth Director 

Brandon Bajema flew down on 
Sunday February 4 making the 

total team count 18 persons. 

After flying from TYS to MIA and onto Guatemala, the 
team loaded persons and bags onto a bus with Carlos and 

Pedro from Porch. We had a 4-hour drive from the  
airport to Panajachel where Porch is located and where 
we stayed at their hotel named “Hotel California” (we 

were thankfully able to check out and leave). 

Medical Mission Trip to Guatemala Continued

Sunday was a day to hear a presentation about Guatemala 
and to take in the scenery of  Lake Atitlan. Most day laborers 
make $1 a day. The average income of  folks who run little 
shops out of  their homes is around $5 a day. It would take 
the majority of  the Guatemalan population 6 months of  
their wages just to be able to afford to see a dentist and to 
have a tooth pulled. Given the choice between healthcare 
or food on the table, you can see why much of  their physical 
health, but especially dental, can be neglected as the pri-
ority of  sustenance comes first. Many of  the children get 
about a 3rd grade education, but then it is common that 
they choose to quit school to work and provide for the 
greater family. There is no government assistance for food 
like in the US. There is no government assistance with the 
elderly like in the US. It all centers around the family and 
what your family can do for one another.

We held clinics from Monday to Thursday (4 days total). 
Monday and Tuesday were at the same location in Solala 
(40-minute drive from our hotel), while Wednesday and 
Thursday were at different locations (an hour from our 
hotel) in more remote locations. I believe we pulled about 
400 teeth in total, saw about 120 patients for General care 
a day, and saw 60-75 persons for vision needs a day. We 
would arrive and set up clinic, then open with an introduction 
of  the team, a prayer for everyone there (translated for the 
patients to hear), and then either sing the 1st verse of  How 
Great Thou Art or sing the Doxology. As a Pastor, I had 
opportunity to pray with patients as they requested it, but 
then mainly I worked at cleaning and sterilizing the dental 
equipment between patients. 

There is a lot more to be said about the trip and I’ve been 
wondering what adjectives to use to describe the Guatemala 
we saw, but some of  those words might be: dusty roads, 
vibrant vegetation, deep blue lake water, and chocolate 

colored skin tones. Some of  the women who work in the 
textile co-ops call themselves “the chocolate women.” 
The people are short. Their elderly have deep lines in 
their faces, and their teeth are in poor health. Yet there are 
smiles on their faces. Gratitude in their hearts. Strength 
in their muscles and callouses on their hands. The youth 
could fit in here in America. Those who can speak English 
well have open doors that others do not have. They would 
blend right into our public school system with their use of  
English, their young fashion, and their technology abilities. 
Receiving a full education makes your life night and day 
different from those who do not. 

Porch has a school scholarship program for around $250 
a year (yes a year), a student can have all their schooling 
needs covered and their family can put their own resources 
towards food and medical prescriptions etc. without having 
to choose between education and its long-term benefit 
or the immediate benefit of  food. There have been over 
1,600 scholarships through Porch thus far.

Porch also has a great home construction program to  
provide families with housing that is safe, secure, and  
elevated. Solid cement block and rebar mainly. SHPC 
donates 10K annually towards the building of  a home as 
Porch sees fit. (10K is the cost to build a home, assuming 
the family still owns the plot of  land). The homes are 
deeded in the mom/wife/woman’s name because if  the 
husband/father/man becomes violent, alcoholic, etc. and 
the family must divorce then the woman and children still 
have a safe place to live. 

Again, there is much to share about this trip, and we 
welcome questions and a time to share what we have 
witnessed and how God is working in Guatemala. Thank 
you for your continued prayers for the team while we were 
away. We were all safe and healthy and got to see God do 
some amazing things! - Pastor Ben

Share the LOVE. Join Team Edris Today!
There is a unique transportation opportunity in our community that  
needs more volunteers!  The Olive Tree Early Learning Academy is a new  
preschool that opened last September.  It is an extension of  The  
Restoration House which the church supports through our Benevolence 
Committee. There is a mother from Ghana who is a doctoral student at 
UT and needs transportation for her 18-month-old child from her apart-
ment behind Second Presbyterian Church to the Olive Tree Early Learning 

Center at 5311 McKamey Road.  A group of  us have been working with this family since the fall.  We pick up Edris 
at their apartment Monday - Friday around 8:00 a.m. to take him to the Olive Tree.  Then someone picks him up at 
the Olive Tree at 4:00 p.m. and takes him home. Depending on the day of  the week, there is some flexibility in the 
schedule. A TRAVEL CARSEAT IS AVAILABLE TO USE AS NEEDED. Depending on where you live, the time commitment would 
be approximately 1 hour.  Please consider joining our “Edris team” where you can make a difference in the life of  
this mother and child. Contact Cammy Glover at mailto:cammyglover1605@comast.net for more information.

mailto:cammyglover1605@comast.net


SHPC Youth Galentine’s Gathering for the Girls and Guys Night with 
Games and Snacks for the Boys on Wednesday, February 21.

 
 

Holy Week at 
Sequoyah Church 
with the Children

On Palm Sunday, March 24,  
children can meet me in the back 
of  the sanctuary to receive a palm 
branch before the 11:00 service 
for the processional. Afterward, 

they will be seated with their 
parents. Come see the live donkey 

outside the church at 
both services.

Childcare will be provided  
for the Maundy Thursday  

Dinner and Communion at 6:00 
p.m., as well as the Good Friday 

Service at 12:00 p.m. 

Then on Easter Sunday, April 9, 
we will have Sunday School at 9:45 

a.m., and then at 10:30 a.m. we 
will take the children outside to 

the cross for the releasing of  the 
butterflies! Easter Services at 6:45 
on the front lawn, 8:45 and 11:00 

a.m. in the sanctuary. Looking  
forward to this special week and 

celebrating our Risen Lord!

Mary Emily Morris,  
Director of  Children’s Ministries

Spreading the JOY
We were so blessed to have Stephen Lyn Bales to come talk to us about Bird 
Courtship at our February luncheon!  He was very engaging, hilarious, and 
so informative about the birds that are all around us, and are a part of  God’s 
amazing creation.  We had a wonderful turnout and great fellowship.  Here are 
the events happening in March.  Put them on your calendar and invite a friend 
to come! -Rev. Janna Preston
JOY Fellowship invites you to the Church and Community Luncheon on 
Thursday, March 14, at noon in Barron Hall. 
Our speakers, Dianne and Kent Koebke, who will inform us of  the wonderful 
missionaries that SHPC supports. Our lunch will be from Buddy’s BBQ  RSVP 
to the church office at 865-522-9804 or email Janna at mailto:jpreston@se-
quoyahchurch.org., by March 12, so we can place your lunch order.  The cost 
is $10.  Come and invite a friend!
On February 25, JOY will enjoy our Monday Movie Matinee at 2:00 in the 
Fowler Conference Room.  
The featured movie is “The Hill” starring Dennis Quaid.  This is a true story 
of  Ricky Hill, the son of  a traveling Pastor who overcomes physical obstacles 
to pursue his dream of  playing baseball in the major leagues.  Free popcorn 
and a drink!  Invite a friend and come join us!  

If  you haven’t ever been involved in Joy Fellowship events, give one or both 
of  these a try.  You will be glad you did!

“Because of  Christ and 
our faith in Him, we can 
now come boldly and  
confidently into God’s 
presence.” Ephesians 3:12
In awe and wonder, we come before You 
LORD. With grateful and humble 
hearts we make our requests known.
SHPC is so important to You and to 
each of  us. We come together to pray for 
the ministries, the leaders, the teachers 
and all staff  members that give, love, 
and serve us, so patiently. Bless and 
protect them and their families. May 
You empower each of  them with inner 
strength, wisdom, joy and peace as You 
accomplish infinitely more than we may 
ask or think. In the Holy name of  Jesus 
we pray. Amen  -SHPC Prayer Committee

SESSION RECAP | 02.13.24
● 28 total, including Revs. Garris, Howell, and Lampley, Clerk of  Session 
Susan Hyde, and Business Administrator Tim Thurston

● Devotion from Cammy Glover

● Main Order of  the Day was the discernment and prayer over spiritual 
challenges and burdens faced by those in our congregation, and how the 
good news of  Christ might meet those burdens.  

● Other business included reports from Legacy Fund Committee and the 
Health and Wholeness Committee, the latter offering recommendations on 
health-related ministries and the Parish Nurse position. 

● More detailed minutes of  Session meetings are available by request.

“For where two 
or three are 

gathered in my 
name, I am there 

among them.”  
Matthew 18:20

We are grateful for our 
time together and the 
delicious food our men 
of the church cooked at 
our Winter Fellowship 
Brunch on Sunday,  
February 11. Thanks to 
all who contributed to 
this special event.

SAVE THE DATE | VBS is scheduled for June 
3-7, 2024. Join us for this fun week learning 
more about our most precious and important 
friendship, the one with God! Online registra-
tion for VBS will be open this month.

2024 High School Presbytery Ski Trip

mailto:jpreston@sequoyahchurch.org
mailto:jpreston@sequoyahchurch.org
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03.24
Our Meal Ministry | SHPC has some great cooks, and our Meal Team is ready to help any member of  our congregation 
at a time of  need, such as illness, recovery, loss, or welcoming a new baby into your home. If  this ministry could help 
you or someone you know, please text or email Helen Bruner at (865) 368-4107, mailto:helen.bruner44@gmail.com, or 
Jennifer White at (865) 363-9684, mailto:jennifer6178@hotmail.com. If  you would like to participate in this ministry and 
furnish a meal to someone in need, please let us know!  

CHURCH RECORDS

BIRTH

Christopher Brett Thomason
son of  Brett and Laura Thomason
Friday, February 23

BAPTISMS

Lilly Augusta Howell
daughter of  Jay and Frances Howell
Sunday, February 25

Charlotte and Harrison McBride
children of  Jon and Liz McBride
Sunday, February 18

Missionary 
Spotlight
Eric and Betsey 
Moe in Guatemala
Betsey is serving as a facilitator for 
the Intercultural Encounters Program 

of  the Protestant Center for Pastoral Studies in Central America 
(CEDEPCA).  Betsey is part of  a team that receives visiting church 
groups and college/seminary students and helps them discover 
Guatemala through educational programs, immersion experiences 
and reflective discussions. Eric, a professional musician, is using 
music to connect by playing and teaching trumpet in the community 
and church. They also have three school-age children. 

-Kent and Dianna Koebke, International Missionaries Co-Chairs

mailto:helen.bruner44@gmail.com
mailto:jennifer6178@hotmail.com

