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For thus says the Lord of hosts: Just as I purposed to bring disaster upon you, when 
your ancestors provoked me to wrath, and I did not relent, says the Lord of hosts, so 
again I have purposed in these days to do good to Jerusalem and to the house of 
Judah; do not be afraid. These are the things that you shall do: Speak the truth to 
one another, render in your gates judgments that are true and make for peace, do 
not devise evil in your hearts against one another, and love no false oath; for all 
these are things that I hate, says the Lord. 
 
The word of the Lord of hosts came to me, saying: Thus says the Lord of hosts: The 
fast of the fourth month, and the fast of the fifth, and the fast of the seventh, and the 
fast of the tenth, shall be seasons of joy and gladness, and cheerful festivals for the 
house of Judah: therefore love truth and peace. 

Zechariah 8:14-19 
 
 
 

T’was the day after Christmas and all through the church  
All the creatures were stirring at the end of their perch.   
Waiting to share what each had received,  
The very fulfillment of all they believed.   
For under the tree the best gift that came  
Was a person, not a package, and JESUS is His name. 
 

 

I trust your Christmas Day was blessed, whether you had a house full of people, or a heart FULL 
of memories and for ALL of us, thankfulness for the best gift.  God with us, always will be, never 
won’t be, God’s very Presence! 

In these past weeks in the book of Zechariah we’ve seen that that’s what the Temple (that glorious 
structure) symbolized for the Jewish people, this presence of God in their midst.     

The people themselves had wandered far from God; yet still they held on to the belief that the 
Temple was where God was; it was where God dwelt!  And when the Temple crumbled by the 
hands of the Babylonians in 587 BC, as did their city of Jerusalem, they were lost.  Even more so 
when God sent them into exile, out of their land.  God took His people out, so He could bring them 
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back in.  And now, they are back in!!  And in our passage today (Zechariah 8:14-19), the prophet 
Zechariah speaks words of encouragement and challenge to them.       

How the Israelites needed encouragement, as a remnant (small group of them) was back home in 
their shattered land, slowly rebuilding the Temple, with enemies still around them.  They had 
reason for discouragement and fear.   And Zechariah brings them those words from the Lord that 
I imagine all of us long to hear.  He says “Be not afraid.” 

Those words are in the Bible 365 times; that’s one for each day of the year!  

“Be not afraid” the angel said to Zechariah, the father-to-be of John the Baptist and to Mary, the 
mother-to-be, of Jesus, and to Shepherds that dark night when they were overwhelmed by God’s 
glory, and then centuries earlier to these Jews back in their homeland. 

“Be not afraid” God says to us when we are in unknown territory. 

And then Zechariah turns to a question the people had been asking; a little delegation was sent to 
Jerusalem for counsel. It concerned the yearly fasts (going without food, separating themselves, 
and repenting), the fasts they had been keeping during their captivity in Babylon and now even 
back in their homeland. There were four of them. In the 4th month of the year, a fast 
commemorating the Babylon’s breaching of Jerusalem city’s walls.  And in the 5th month, a fast 
remembering the destruction of the Temple. And in the 7th month, the murder of their Governor 
Gedaliah. And in the 10th month, a fast commemorating the beginning of Jerusalem’s siege.  

Back in Chapter 7, they ask “Should we mourn and practice abstinence in the 5th month as we have 
done for many years.”  Now that they were rebuilding/restoring the Temple, taking the time to 
mourn and fast over its destruction no longer seemed fitting.      

And the Word of the Lord came to Zechariah, not only about this fast, but about the other 3 as well   
For the Lord says “these fasts of the 4th, 5th,7th and 10th months shall be seasons of joy and gladness, 
and cheerful festivals for the house of Judah.”      

In essence the need for fasting, reliving their sorrows is past.  Fasts shall become Feasts.  How can 
a fast become a festival or a feast?  It’s because they are now a rescued people, and can celebrate 
with thankfulness and joy, something God has miraculously done for them!  

Lord says “I will turn their mourning into Joy, I will comfort them.  I will give them gladness for 
sorrow, a garland instead of ashes, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. (Isaiah) I will 
restore the years the locusts have eaten” Joel 2:25. 

Returning from exile, in Psalm 126 the Psalmist says When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 
we were like those who dream.  Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with 
shouts of joy.” “The Lord has done great things for us; we are glad.”    

This all caused me to reflect on the truth that there is a time for us to move on from our own 
sorrows and regrets, things we may have guilt or shame over, our sin and failure, our painful losses.    
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We know they’ve been part of our past, and in a sense, make us who we are, yet the Lord has 
brought us through.  He has led us, comforted us, provided for us; He has forgiven everything 
we’ve brought to him.  God came at Christmas in order to give His life for us, to bring us tidings 
of comfort and joy.  He calls us to Trust Him even when we can’t understand.  He reminds us that 
He’s got the whole world in his hands.  Gladness and thankfulness and joy enter our lives.  As 
someone said to me yesterday,  “It’s time to party!” 

And as we think back on our lives, God commands us to put onto his strong shoulders, things He 
doesn’t want us to carry anymore, that he might free us for joy.    

I’ve had these things in my life, and I couldn’t help but think of a song the church sang years ago. 
The words go, “I’m trading my sorrows, I’m trading my shame, I’m laying them down for the joy 
of the Lord; I’m trading my sickness, I’m trading my pain, I’m laying them down for the joy of 
the Lord.  Yes, Lord! 

The Lord who says, “For I know the plans I have for you, plans for your good and not for evil, to 
give you a future with hope” (Jeremiah 29:11) 

I appreciate what Bible scholar Elizabeth Achtemeier writes:  

“Faith is always oriented toward the future.  Its gaze lifts up from the sufferings of the present to 
see the glory breaking over the distant horizon.  God’s Kingdom is coming.  And precisely because 
that is true, the people of God have tasks to do.  They are to live in the light of that coming.  They 
are to cast aside the despair and live in certain hope, to forego their resigned inactivity and make 
preparations to receive their Lord, to fit themselves to live with God.”  

“Therefore, love truth and peace,” says the Lord.  There’s always a “therefore” in Scripture (and I 
remember learning we should always ask, “what is the ‘therefore’ there for?”)  God has given us 
His all, and in that all, is the call to love truth and peace.  Such simple words, yet a lifetime to learn 
and to practice them, in our families, in our church, in our communities, and the world.    

And as we set our burdens down, and look forward, I think we can be really free to do this, to love 
truth and peace, and to serve, using what God gives, even the surprises. 

Two days ago, I walked over to Butler and Bailey from my house, and along the way, also walking 
there was my neighbor with her 2-year-old son. “What are you going to the grocery store for?” I 
asked.   She said, “We are making Christmas Cookies and I need some icing!”  At the store, we 
got our things inside, and were standing outside the store afterwards.  She said, “Well, the only 
icing colors left were blue, orange and purple.”   “What are you going to do?” I asked.  She said 
with a big smile, “We are going to use them!”  

I thought to myself, let us not go back to the things we cannot change, but take heart in the change 
God is doing in us and in our world; to move on, to look and live forward into new seasons, into 
the promises, with all God will give.  There will no doubt be orange, blue and purple icing, but 
there will be, in Jesus, Great Joy! 

Amen. 



1 
 

 

“Prepare Him Room:  LOOKING FORWARD!” 
Rev. Rachel Hamburger 

December 26, 2021 
 
 

For thus says the Lord of hosts: Just as I purposed to bring disaster upon you, when 
your ancestors provoked me to wrath, and I did not relent, says the Lord of hosts, so 
again I have purposed in these days to do good to Jerusalem and to the house of 
Judah; do not be afraid. These are the things that you shall do: Speak the truth to 
one another, render in your gates judgments that are true and make for peace, do 
not devise evil in your hearts against one another, and love no false oath; for all 
these are things that I hate, says the Lord. 
 
The word of the Lord of hosts came to me, saying: Thus says the Lord of hosts: The 
fast of the fourth month, and the fast of the fifth, and the fast of the seventh, and the 
fast of the tenth, shall be seasons of joy and gladness, and cheerful festivals for the 
house of Judah: therefore love truth and peace. 

Zechariah 8:14-19 
 
 
 

T’was the day after Christmas and all through the church  
All the creatures were stirring at the end of their perch.   
Waiting to share what each had received,  
The very fulfillment of all they believed.   
For under the tree the best gift that came  
Was a person, not a package, and JESUS is His name. 
 

 

I trust your Christmas Day was blessed, whether you had a house full of people, or a heart FULL 
of memories and for ALL of us, thankfulness for the best gift.  God with us, always will be, never 
won’t be, God’s very Presence! 

In these past weeks in the book of Zechariah we’ve seen that that’s what the Temple (that glorious 
structure) symbolized for the Jewish people, this presence of God in their midst.     

The people themselves had wandered far from God; yet still they held on to the belief that the 
Temple was where God was; it was where God dwelt!  And when the Temple crumbled by the 
hands of the Babylonians in 587 BC, as did their city of Jerusalem, they were lost.  Even more so 
when God sent them into exile, out of their land.  God took His people out, so He could bring them 
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back in.  And now, they are back in!!  And in our passage today (Zechariah 8:14-19), the prophet 
Zechariah speaks words of encouragement and challenge to them.       

How the Israelites needed encouragement, as a remnant (small group of them) was back home in 
their shattered land, slowly rebuilding the Temple, with enemies still around them.  They had 
reason for discouragement and fear.   And Zechariah brings them those words from the Lord that 
I imagine all of us long to hear.  He says “Be not afraid.” 

Those words are in the Bible 365 times; that’s one for each day of the year!  

“Be not afraid” the angel said to Zechariah, the father-to-be of John the Baptist and to Mary, the 
mother-to-be, of Jesus, and to Shepherds that dark night when they were overwhelmed by God’s 
glory, and then centuries earlier to these Jews back in their homeland. 

“Be not afraid” God says to us when we are in unknown territory. 

And then Zechariah turns to a question the people had been asking; a little delegation was sent to 
Jerusalem for counsel. It concerned the yearly fasts (going without food, separating themselves, 
and repenting), the fasts they had been keeping during their captivity in Babylon and now even 
back in their homeland. There were four of them. In the 4th month of the year, a fast 
commemorating the Babylon’s breaching of Jerusalem city’s walls.  And in the 5th month, a fast 
remembering the destruction of the Temple. And in the 7th month, the murder of their Governor 
Gedaliah. And in the 10th month, a fast commemorating the beginning of Jerusalem’s siege.  

Back in Chapter 7, they ask “Should we mourn and practice abstinence in the 5th month as we have 
done for many years.”  Now that they were rebuilding/restoring the Temple, taking the time to 
mourn and fast over its destruction no longer seemed fitting.      

And the Word of the Lord came to Zechariah, not only about this fast, but about the other 3 as well   
For the Lord says “these fasts of the 4th, 5th,7th and 10th months shall be seasons of joy and gladness, 
and cheerful festivals for the house of Judah.”      

In essence the need for fasting, reliving their sorrows is past.  Fasts shall become Feasts.  How can 
a fast become a festival or a feast?  It’s because they are now a rescued people, and can celebrate 
with thankfulness and joy, something God has miraculously done for them!  

Lord says “I will turn their mourning into Joy, I will comfort them.  I will give them gladness for 
sorrow, a garland instead of ashes, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. (Isaiah) I will 
restore the years the locusts have eaten” Joel 2:25. 

Returning from exile, in Psalm 126 the Psalmist says When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 
we were like those who dream.  Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with 
shouts of joy.” “The Lord has done great things for us; we are glad.”    

This all caused me to reflect on the truth that there is a time for us to move on from our own 
sorrows and regrets, things we may have guilt or shame over, our sin and failure, our painful losses.    
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We know they’ve been part of our past, and in a sense, make us who we are, yet the Lord has 
brought us through.  He has led us, comforted us, provided for us; He has forgiven everything 
we’ve brought to him.  God came at Christmas in order to give His life for us, to bring us tidings 
of comfort and joy.  He calls us to Trust Him even when we can’t understand.  He reminds us that 
He’s got the whole world in his hands.  Gladness and thankfulness and joy enter our lives.  As 
someone said to me yesterday,  “It’s time to party!” 

And as we think back on our lives, God commands us to put onto his strong shoulders, things He 
doesn’t want us to carry anymore, that he might free us for joy.    

I’ve had these things in my life, and I couldn’t help but think of a song the church sang years ago. 
The words go, “I’m trading my sorrows, I’m trading my shame, I’m laying them down for the joy 
of the Lord; I’m trading my sickness, I’m trading my pain, I’m laying them down for the joy of 
the Lord.  Yes, Lord! 

The Lord who says, “For I know the plans I have for you, plans for your good and not for evil, to 
give you a future with hope” (Jeremiah 29:11) 

I appreciate what Bible scholar Elizabeth Achtemeier writes:  

“Faith is always oriented toward the future.  Its gaze lifts up from the sufferings of the present to 
see the glory breaking over the distant horizon.  God’s Kingdom is coming.  And precisely because 
that is true, the people of God have tasks to do.  They are to live in the light of that coming.  They 
are to cast aside the despair and live in certain hope, to forego their resigned inactivity and make 
preparations to receive their Lord, to fit themselves to live with God.”  

“Therefore, love truth and peace,” says the Lord.  There’s always a “therefore” in Scripture (and I 
remember learning we should always ask, “what is the ‘therefore’ there for?”)  God has given us 
His all, and in that all, is the call to love truth and peace.  Such simple words, yet a lifetime to learn 
and to practice them, in our families, in our church, in our communities, and the world.    

And as we set our burdens down, and look forward, I think we can be really free to do this, to love 
truth and peace, and to serve, using what God gives, even the surprises. 

Two days ago, I walked over to Butler and Bailey from my house, and along the way, also walking 
there was my neighbor with her 2-year-old son. “What are you going to the grocery store for?” I 
asked.   She said, “We are making Christmas Cookies and I need some icing!”  At the store, we 
got our things inside, and were standing outside the store afterwards.  She said, “Well, the only 
icing colors left were blue, orange and purple.”   “What are you going to do?” I asked.  She said 
with a big smile, “We are going to use them!”  

I thought to myself, let us not go back to the things we cannot change, but take heart in the change 
God is doing in us and in our world; to move on, to look and live forward into new seasons, into 
the promises, with all God will give.  There will no doubt be orange, blue and purple icing, but 
there will be, in Jesus, Great Joy! 

Amen. 
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For thus says the Lord of hosts: Just as I purposed to bring disaster upon you, when 
your ancestors provoked me to wrath, and I did not relent, says the Lord of hosts, so 
again I have purposed in these days to do good to Jerusalem and to the house of 
Judah; do not be afraid. These are the things that you shall do: Speak the truth to 
one another, render in your gates judgments that are true and make for peace, do 
not devise evil in your hearts against one another, and love no false oath; for all 
these are things that I hate, says the Lord. 
 
The word of the Lord of hosts came to me, saying: Thus says the Lord of hosts: The 
fast of the fourth month, and the fast of the fifth, and the fast of the seventh, and the 
fast of the tenth, shall be seasons of joy and gladness, and cheerful festivals for the 
house of Judah: therefore love truth and peace. 

Zechariah 8:14-19 
 
 
 

T’was the day after Christmas and all through the church  
All the creatures were stirring at the end of their perch.   
Waiting to share what each had received,  
The very fulfillment of all they believed.   
For under the tree the best gift that came  
Was a person, not a package, and JESUS is His name. 
 

 

I trust your Christmas Day was blessed, whether you had a house full of people, or a heart FULL 
of memories and for ALL of us, thankfulness for the best gift.  God with us, always will be, never 
won’t be, God’s very Presence! 

In these past weeks in the book of Zechariah we’ve seen that that’s what the Temple (that glorious 
structure) symbolized for the Jewish people, this presence of God in their midst.     

The people themselves had wandered far from God; yet still they held on to the belief that the 
Temple was where God was; it was where God dwelt!  And when the Temple crumbled by the 
hands of the Babylonians in 587 BC, as did their city of Jerusalem, they were lost.  Even more so 
when God sent them into exile, out of their land.  God took His people out, so He could bring them 
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back in.  And now, they are back in!!  And in our passage today (Zechariah 8:14-19), the prophet 
Zechariah speaks words of encouragement and challenge to them.       

How the Israelites needed encouragement, as a remnant (small group of them) was back home in 
their shattered land, slowly rebuilding the Temple, with enemies still around them.  They had 
reason for discouragement and fear.   And Zechariah brings them those words from the Lord that 
I imagine all of us long to hear.  He says “Be not afraid.” 

Those words are in the Bible 365 times; that’s one for each day of the year!  

“Be not afraid” the angel said to Zechariah, the father-to-be of John the Baptist and to Mary, the 
mother-to-be, of Jesus, and to Shepherds that dark night when they were overwhelmed by God’s 
glory, and then centuries earlier to these Jews back in their homeland. 

“Be not afraid” God says to us when we are in unknown territory. 

And then Zechariah turns to a question the people had been asking; a little delegation was sent to 
Jerusalem for counsel. It concerned the yearly fasts (going without food, separating themselves, 
and repenting), the fasts they had been keeping during their captivity in Babylon and now even 
back in their homeland. There were four of them. In the 4th month of the year, a fast 
commemorating the Babylon’s breaching of Jerusalem city’s walls.  And in the 5th month, a fast 
remembering the destruction of the Temple. And in the 7th month, the murder of their Governor 
Gedaliah. And in the 10th month, a fast commemorating the beginning of Jerusalem’s siege.  

Back in Chapter 7, they ask “Should we mourn and practice abstinence in the 5th month as we have 
done for many years.”  Now that they were rebuilding/restoring the Temple, taking the time to 
mourn and fast over its destruction no longer seemed fitting.      

And the Word of the Lord came to Zechariah, not only about this fast, but about the other 3 as well   
For the Lord says “these fasts of the 4th, 5th,7th and 10th months shall be seasons of joy and gladness, 
and cheerful festivals for the house of Judah.”      

In essence the need for fasting, reliving their sorrows is past.  Fasts shall become Feasts.  How can 
a fast become a festival or a feast?  It’s because they are now a rescued people, and can celebrate 
with thankfulness and joy, something God has miraculously done for them!  

Lord says “I will turn their mourning into Joy, I will comfort them.  I will give them gladness for 
sorrow, a garland instead of ashes, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. (Isaiah) I will 
restore the years the locusts have eaten” Joel 2:25. 

Returning from exile, in Psalm 126 the Psalmist says When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 
we were like those who dream.  Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with 
shouts of joy.” “The Lord has done great things for us; we are glad.”    

This all caused me to reflect on the truth that there is a time for us to move on from our own 
sorrows and regrets, things we may have guilt or shame over, our sin and failure, our painful losses.    
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We know they’ve been part of our past, and in a sense, make us who we are, yet the Lord has 
brought us through.  He has led us, comforted us, provided for us; He has forgiven everything 
we’ve brought to him.  God came at Christmas in order to give His life for us, to bring us tidings 
of comfort and joy.  He calls us to Trust Him even when we can’t understand.  He reminds us that 
He’s got the whole world in his hands.  Gladness and thankfulness and joy enter our lives.  As 
someone said to me yesterday,  “It’s time to party!” 

And as we think back on our lives, God commands us to put onto his strong shoulders, things He 
doesn’t want us to carry anymore, that he might free us for joy.    

I’ve had these things in my life, and I couldn’t help but think of a song the church sang years ago. 
The words go, “I’m trading my sorrows, I’m trading my shame, I’m laying them down for the joy 
of the Lord; I’m trading my sickness, I’m trading my pain, I’m laying them down for the joy of 
the Lord.  Yes, Lord! 

The Lord who says, “For I know the plans I have for you, plans for your good and not for evil, to 
give you a future with hope” (Jeremiah 29:11) 

I appreciate what Bible scholar Elizabeth Achtemeier writes:  

“Faith is always oriented toward the future.  Its gaze lifts up from the sufferings of the present to 
see the glory breaking over the distant horizon.  God’s Kingdom is coming.  And precisely because 
that is true, the people of God have tasks to do.  They are to live in the light of that coming.  They 
are to cast aside the despair and live in certain hope, to forego their resigned inactivity and make 
preparations to receive their Lord, to fit themselves to live with God.”  

“Therefore, love truth and peace,” says the Lord.  There’s always a “therefore” in Scripture (and I 
remember learning we should always ask, “what is the ‘therefore’ there for?”)  God has given us 
His all, and in that all, is the call to love truth and peace.  Such simple words, yet a lifetime to learn 
and to practice them, in our families, in our church, in our communities, and the world.    

And as we set our burdens down, and look forward, I think we can be really free to do this, to love 
truth and peace, and to serve, using what God gives, even the surprises. 

Two days ago, I walked over to Butler and Bailey from my house, and along the way, also walking 
there was my neighbor with her 2-year-old son. “What are you going to the grocery store for?” I 
asked.   She said, “We are making Christmas Cookies and I need some icing!”  At the store, we 
got our things inside, and were standing outside the store afterwards.  She said, “Well, the only 
icing colors left were blue, orange and purple.”   “What are you going to do?” I asked.  She said 
with a big smile, “We are going to use them!”  

I thought to myself, let us not go back to the things we cannot change, but take heart in the change 
God is doing in us and in our world; to move on, to look and live forward into new seasons, into 
the promises, with all God will give.  There will no doubt be orange, blue and purple icing, but 
there will be, in Jesus, Great Joy! 

Amen. 
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For thus says the Lord of hosts: Just as I purposed to bring disaster upon you, when 
your ancestors provoked me to wrath, and I did not relent, says the Lord of hosts, so 
again I have purposed in these days to do good to Jerusalem and to the house of 
Judah; do not be afraid. These are the things that you shall do: Speak the truth to 
one another, render in your gates judgments that are true and make for peace, do 
not devise evil in your hearts against one another, and love no false oath; for all 
these are things that I hate, says the Lord. 
 
The word of the Lord of hosts came to me, saying: Thus says the Lord of hosts: The 
fast of the fourth month, and the fast of the fifth, and the fast of the seventh, and the 
fast of the tenth, shall be seasons of joy and gladness, and cheerful festivals for the 
house of Judah: therefore love truth and peace. 

Zechariah 8:14-19 
 
 
 

T’was the day after Christmas and all through the church  
All the creatures were stirring at the end of their perch.   
Waiting to share what each had received,  
The very fulfillment of all they believed.   
For under the tree the best gift that came  
Was a person, not a package, and JESUS is His name. 
 

 

I trust your Christmas Day was blessed, whether you had a house full of people, or a heart FULL 
of memories and for ALL of us, thankfulness for the best gift.  God with us, always will be, never 
won’t be, God’s very Presence! 

In these past weeks in the book of Zechariah we’ve seen that that’s what the Temple (that glorious 
structure) symbolized for the Jewish people, this presence of God in their midst.     

The people themselves had wandered far from God; yet still they held on to the belief that the 
Temple was where God was; it was where God dwelt!  And when the Temple crumbled by the 
hands of the Babylonians in 587 BC, as did their city of Jerusalem, they were lost.  Even more so 
when God sent them into exile, out of their land.  God took His people out, so He could bring them 



2 
 

back in.  And now, they are back in!!  And in our passage today (Zechariah 8:14-19), the prophet 
Zechariah speaks words of encouragement and challenge to them.       

How the Israelites needed encouragement, as a remnant (small group of them) was back home in 
their shattered land, slowly rebuilding the Temple, with enemies still around them.  They had 
reason for discouragement and fear.   And Zechariah brings them those words from the Lord that 
I imagine all of us long to hear.  He says “Be not afraid.” 

Those words are in the Bible 365 times; that’s one for each day of the year!  

“Be not afraid” the angel said to Zechariah, the father-to-be of John the Baptist and to Mary, the 
mother-to-be, of Jesus, and to Shepherds that dark night when they were overwhelmed by God’s 
glory, and then centuries earlier to these Jews back in their homeland. 

“Be not afraid” God says to us when we are in unknown territory. 

And then Zechariah turns to a question the people had been asking; a little delegation was sent to 
Jerusalem for counsel. It concerned the yearly fasts (going without food, separating themselves, 
and repenting), the fasts they had been keeping during their captivity in Babylon and now even 
back in their homeland. There were four of them. In the 4th month of the year, a fast 
commemorating the Babylon’s breaching of Jerusalem city’s walls.  And in the 5th month, a fast 
remembering the destruction of the Temple. And in the 7th month, the murder of their Governor 
Gedaliah. And in the 10th month, a fast commemorating the beginning of Jerusalem’s siege.  

Back in Chapter 7, they ask “Should we mourn and practice abstinence in the 5th month as we have 
done for many years.”  Now that they were rebuilding/restoring the Temple, taking the time to 
mourn and fast over its destruction no longer seemed fitting.      

And the Word of the Lord came to Zechariah, not only about this fast, but about the other 3 as well   
For the Lord says “these fasts of the 4th, 5th,7th and 10th months shall be seasons of joy and gladness, 
and cheerful festivals for the house of Judah.”      

In essence the need for fasting, reliving their sorrows is past.  Fasts shall become Feasts.  How can 
a fast become a festival or a feast?  It’s because they are now a rescued people, and can celebrate 
with thankfulness and joy, something God has miraculously done for them!  

Lord says “I will turn their mourning into Joy, I will comfort them.  I will give them gladness for 
sorrow, a garland instead of ashes, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. (Isaiah) I will 
restore the years the locusts have eaten” Joel 2:25. 

Returning from exile, in Psalm 126 the Psalmist says When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 
we were like those who dream.  Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with 
shouts of joy.” “The Lord has done great things for us; we are glad.”    

This all caused me to reflect on the truth that there is a time for us to move on from our own 
sorrows and regrets, things we may have guilt or shame over, our sin and failure, our painful losses.    
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We know they’ve been part of our past, and in a sense, make us who we are, yet the Lord has 
brought us through.  He has led us, comforted us, provided for us; He has forgiven everything 
we’ve brought to him.  God came at Christmas in order to give His life for us, to bring us tidings 
of comfort and joy.  He calls us to Trust Him even when we can’t understand.  He reminds us that 
He’s got the whole world in his hands.  Gladness and thankfulness and joy enter our lives.  As 
someone said to me yesterday,  “It’s time to party!” 

And as we think back on our lives, God commands us to put onto his strong shoulders, things He 
doesn’t want us to carry anymore, that he might free us for joy.    

I’ve had these things in my life, and I couldn’t help but think of a song the church sang years ago. 
The words go, “I’m trading my sorrows, I’m trading my shame, I’m laying them down for the joy 
of the Lord; I’m trading my sickness, I’m trading my pain, I’m laying them down for the joy of 
the Lord.  Yes, Lord! 

The Lord who says, “For I know the plans I have for you, plans for your good and not for evil, to 
give you a future with hope” (Jeremiah 29:11) 

I appreciate what Bible scholar Elizabeth Achtemeier writes:  

“Faith is always oriented toward the future.  Its gaze lifts up from the sufferings of the present to 
see the glory breaking over the distant horizon.  God’s Kingdom is coming.  And precisely because 
that is true, the people of God have tasks to do.  They are to live in the light of that coming.  They 
are to cast aside the despair and live in certain hope, to forego their resigned inactivity and make 
preparations to receive their Lord, to fit themselves to live with God.”  

“Therefore, love truth and peace,” says the Lord.  There’s always a “therefore” in Scripture (and I 
remember learning we should always ask, “what is the ‘therefore’ there for?”)  God has given us 
His all, and in that all, is the call to love truth and peace.  Such simple words, yet a lifetime to learn 
and to practice them, in our families, in our church, in our communities, and the world.    

And as we set our burdens down, and look forward, I think we can be really free to do this, to love 
truth and peace, and to serve, using what God gives, even the surprises. 

Two days ago, I walked over to Butler and Bailey from my house, and along the way, also walking 
there was my neighbor with her 2-year-old son. “What are you going to the grocery store for?” I 
asked.   She said, “We are making Christmas Cookies and I need some icing!”  At the store, we 
got our things inside, and were standing outside the store afterwards.  She said, “Well, the only 
icing colors left were blue, orange and purple.”   “What are you going to do?” I asked.  She said 
with a big smile, “We are going to use them!”  

I thought to myself, let us not go back to the things we cannot change, but take heart in the change 
God is doing in us and in our world; to move on, to look and live forward into new seasons, into 
the promises, with all God will give.  There will no doubt be orange, blue and purple icing, but 
there will be, in Jesus, Great Joy! 

Amen. 
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For thus says the Lord of hosts: Just as I purposed to bring disaster upon you, when 
your ancestors provoked me to wrath, and I did not relent, says the Lord of hosts, so 
again I have purposed in these days to do good to Jerusalem and to the house of 
Judah; do not be afraid. These are the things that you shall do: Speak the truth to 
one another, render in your gates judgments that are true and make for peace, do 
not devise evil in your hearts against one another, and love no false oath; for all 
these are things that I hate, says the Lord. 
 
The word of the Lord of hosts came to me, saying: Thus says the Lord of hosts: The 
fast of the fourth month, and the fast of the fifth, and the fast of the seventh, and the 
fast of the tenth, shall be seasons of joy and gladness, and cheerful festivals for the 
house of Judah: therefore love truth and peace. 

Zechariah 8:14-19 
 
 
 

T’was the day after Christmas and all through the church  
All the creatures were stirring at the end of their perch.   
Waiting to share what each had received,  
The very fulfillment of all they believed.   
For under the tree the best gift that came  
Was a person, not a package, and JESUS is His name. 
 

 

I trust your Christmas Day was blessed, whether you had a house full of people, or a heart FULL 
of memories and for ALL of us, thankfulness for the best gift.  God with us, always will be, never 
won’t be, God’s very Presence! 

In these past weeks in the book of Zechariah we’ve seen that that’s what the Temple (that glorious 
structure) symbolized for the Jewish people, this presence of God in their midst.     

The people themselves had wandered far from God; yet still they held on to the belief that the 
Temple was where God was; it was where God dwelt!  And when the Temple crumbled by the 
hands of the Babylonians in 587 BC, as did their city of Jerusalem, they were lost.  Even more so 
when God sent them into exile, out of their land.  God took His people out, so He could bring them 
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back in.  And now, they are back in!!  And in our passage today (Zechariah 8:14-19), the prophet 
Zechariah speaks words of encouragement and challenge to them.       

How the Israelites needed encouragement, as a remnant (small group of them) was back home in 
their shattered land, slowly rebuilding the Temple, with enemies still around them.  They had 
reason for discouragement and fear.   And Zechariah brings them those words from the Lord that 
I imagine all of us long to hear.  He says “Be not afraid.” 

Those words are in the Bible 365 times; that’s one for each day of the year!  

“Be not afraid” the angel said to Zechariah, the father-to-be of John the Baptist and to Mary, the 
mother-to-be, of Jesus, and to Shepherds that dark night when they were overwhelmed by God’s 
glory, and then centuries earlier to these Jews back in their homeland. 

“Be not afraid” God says to us when we are in unknown territory. 

And then Zechariah turns to a question the people had been asking; a little delegation was sent to 
Jerusalem for counsel. It concerned the yearly fasts (going without food, separating themselves, 
and repenting), the fasts they had been keeping during their captivity in Babylon and now even 
back in their homeland. There were four of them. In the 4th month of the year, a fast 
commemorating the Babylon’s breaching of Jerusalem city’s walls.  And in the 5th month, a fast 
remembering the destruction of the Temple. And in the 7th month, the murder of their Governor 
Gedaliah. And in the 10th month, a fast commemorating the beginning of Jerusalem’s siege.  

Back in Chapter 7, they ask “Should we mourn and practice abstinence in the 5th month as we have 
done for many years.”  Now that they were rebuilding/restoring the Temple, taking the time to 
mourn and fast over its destruction no longer seemed fitting.      

And the Word of the Lord came to Zechariah, not only about this fast, but about the other 3 as well   
For the Lord says “these fasts of the 4th, 5th,7th and 10th months shall be seasons of joy and gladness, 
and cheerful festivals for the house of Judah.”      

In essence the need for fasting, reliving their sorrows is past.  Fasts shall become Feasts.  How can 
a fast become a festival or a feast?  It’s because they are now a rescued people, and can celebrate 
with thankfulness and joy, something God has miraculously done for them!  

Lord says “I will turn their mourning into Joy, I will comfort them.  I will give them gladness for 
sorrow, a garland instead of ashes, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. (Isaiah) I will 
restore the years the locusts have eaten” Joel 2:25. 

Returning from exile, in Psalm 126 the Psalmist says When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 
we were like those who dream.  Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with 
shouts of joy.” “The Lord has done great things for us; we are glad.”    

This all caused me to reflect on the truth that there is a time for us to move on from our own 
sorrows and regrets, things we may have guilt or shame over, our sin and failure, our painful losses.    
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We know they’ve been part of our past, and in a sense, make us who we are, yet the Lord has 
brought us through.  He has led us, comforted us, provided for us; He has forgiven everything 
we’ve brought to him.  God came at Christmas in order to give His life for us, to bring us tidings 
of comfort and joy.  He calls us to Trust Him even when we can’t understand.  He reminds us that 
He’s got the whole world in his hands.  Gladness and thankfulness and joy enter our lives.  As 
someone said to me yesterday,  “It’s time to party!” 

And as we think back on our lives, God commands us to put onto his strong shoulders, things He 
doesn’t want us to carry anymore, that he might free us for joy.    

I’ve had these things in my life, and I couldn’t help but think of a song the church sang years ago. 
The words go, “I’m trading my sorrows, I’m trading my shame, I’m laying them down for the joy 
of the Lord; I’m trading my sickness, I’m trading my pain, I’m laying them down for the joy of 
the Lord.  Yes, Lord! 

The Lord who says, “For I know the plans I have for you, plans for your good and not for evil, to 
give you a future with hope” (Jeremiah 29:11) 

I appreciate what Bible scholar Elizabeth Achtemeier writes:  

“Faith is always oriented toward the future.  Its gaze lifts up from the sufferings of the present to 
see the glory breaking over the distant horizon.  God’s Kingdom is coming.  And precisely because 
that is true, the people of God have tasks to do.  They are to live in the light of that coming.  They 
are to cast aside the despair and live in certain hope, to forego their resigned inactivity and make 
preparations to receive their Lord, to fit themselves to live with God.”  

“Therefore, love truth and peace,” says the Lord.  There’s always a “therefore” in Scripture (and I 
remember learning we should always ask, “what is the ‘therefore’ there for?”)  God has given us 
His all, and in that all, is the call to love truth and peace.  Such simple words, yet a lifetime to learn 
and to practice them, in our families, in our church, in our communities, and the world.    

And as we set our burdens down, and look forward, I think we can be really free to do this, to love 
truth and peace, and to serve, using what God gives, even the surprises. 

Two days ago, I walked over to Butler and Bailey from my house, and along the way, also walking 
there was my neighbor with her 2-year-old son. “What are you going to the grocery store for?” I 
asked.   She said, “We are making Christmas Cookies and I need some icing!”  At the store, we 
got our things inside, and were standing outside the store afterwards.  She said, “Well, the only 
icing colors left were blue, orange and purple.”   “What are you going to do?” I asked.  She said 
with a big smile, “We are going to use them!”  

I thought to myself, let us not go back to the things we cannot change, but take heart in the change 
God is doing in us and in our world; to move on, to look and live forward into new seasons, into 
the promises, with all God will give.  There will no doubt be orange, blue and purple icing, but 
there will be, in Jesus, Great Joy! 

Amen. 
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For thus says the Lord of hosts: Just as I purposed to bring disaster upon you, when 
your ancestors provoked me to wrath, and I did not relent, says the Lord of hosts, so 
again I have purposed in these days to do good to Jerusalem and to the house of 
Judah; do not be afraid. These are the things that you shall do: Speak the truth to 
one another, render in your gates judgments that are true and make for peace, do 
not devise evil in your hearts against one another, and love no false oath; for all 
these are things that I hate, says the Lord. 
 
The word of the Lord of hosts came to me, saying: Thus says the Lord of hosts: The 
fast of the fourth month, and the fast of the fifth, and the fast of the seventh, and the 
fast of the tenth, shall be seasons of joy and gladness, and cheerful festivals for the 
house of Judah: therefore love truth and peace. 

Zechariah 8:14-19 
 
 
 

T’was the day after Christmas and all through the church  
All the creatures were stirring at the end of their perch.   
Waiting to share what each had received,  
The very fulfillment of all they believed.   
For under the tree the best gift that came  
Was a person, not a package, and JESUS is His name. 
 

 

I trust your Christmas Day was blessed, whether you had a house full of people, or a heart FULL 
of memories and for ALL of us, thankfulness for the best gift.  God with us, always will be, never 
won’t be, God’s very Presence! 

In these past weeks in the book of Zechariah we’ve seen that that’s what the Temple (that glorious 
structure) symbolized for the Jewish people, this presence of God in their midst.     

The people themselves had wandered far from God; yet still they held on to the belief that the 
Temple was where God was; it was where God dwelt!  And when the Temple crumbled by the 
hands of the Babylonians in 587 BC, as did their city of Jerusalem, they were lost.  Even more so 
when God sent them into exile, out of their land.  God took His people out, so He could bring them 
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back in.  And now, they are back in!!  And in our passage today (Zechariah 8:14-19), the prophet 
Zechariah speaks words of encouragement and challenge to them.       

How the Israelites needed encouragement, as a remnant (small group of them) was back home in 
their shattered land, slowly rebuilding the Temple, with enemies still around them.  They had 
reason for discouragement and fear.   And Zechariah brings them those words from the Lord that 
I imagine all of us long to hear.  He says “Be not afraid.” 

Those words are in the Bible 365 times; that’s one for each day of the year!  

“Be not afraid” the angel said to Zechariah, the father-to-be of John the Baptist and to Mary, the 
mother-to-be, of Jesus, and to Shepherds that dark night when they were overwhelmed by God’s 
glory, and then centuries earlier to these Jews back in their homeland. 

“Be not afraid” God says to us when we are in unknown territory. 

And then Zechariah turns to a question the people had been asking; a little delegation was sent to 
Jerusalem for counsel. It concerned the yearly fasts (going without food, separating themselves, 
and repenting), the fasts they had been keeping during their captivity in Babylon and now even 
back in their homeland. There were four of them. In the 4th month of the year, a fast 
commemorating the Babylon’s breaching of Jerusalem city’s walls.  And in the 5th month, a fast 
remembering the destruction of the Temple. And in the 7th month, the murder of their Governor 
Gedaliah. And in the 10th month, a fast commemorating the beginning of Jerusalem’s siege.  

Back in Chapter 7, they ask “Should we mourn and practice abstinence in the 5th month as we have 
done for many years.”  Now that they were rebuilding/restoring the Temple, taking the time to 
mourn and fast over its destruction no longer seemed fitting.      

And the Word of the Lord came to Zechariah, not only about this fast, but about the other 3 as well   
For the Lord says “these fasts of the 4th, 5th,7th and 10th months shall be seasons of joy and gladness, 
and cheerful festivals for the house of Judah.”      

In essence the need for fasting, reliving their sorrows is past.  Fasts shall become Feasts.  How can 
a fast become a festival or a feast?  It’s because they are now a rescued people, and can celebrate 
with thankfulness and joy, something God has miraculously done for them!  

Lord says “I will turn their mourning into Joy, I will comfort them.  I will give them gladness for 
sorrow, a garland instead of ashes, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. (Isaiah) I will 
restore the years the locusts have eaten” Joel 2:25. 

Returning from exile, in Psalm 126 the Psalmist says When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 
we were like those who dream.  Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with 
shouts of joy.” “The Lord has done great things for us; we are glad.”    

This all caused me to reflect on the truth that there is a time for us to move on from our own 
sorrows and regrets, things we may have guilt or shame over, our sin and failure, our painful losses.    
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We know they’ve been part of our past, and in a sense, make us who we are, yet the Lord has 
brought us through.  He has led us, comforted us, provided for us; He has forgiven everything 
we’ve brought to him.  God came at Christmas in order to give His life for us, to bring us tidings 
of comfort and joy.  He calls us to Trust Him even when we can’t understand.  He reminds us that 
He’s got the whole world in his hands.  Gladness and thankfulness and joy enter our lives.  As 
someone said to me yesterday,  “It’s time to party!” 

And as we think back on our lives, God commands us to put onto his strong shoulders, things He 
doesn’t want us to carry anymore, that he might free us for joy.    

I’ve had these things in my life, and I couldn’t help but think of a song the church sang years ago. 
The words go, “I’m trading my sorrows, I’m trading my shame, I’m laying them down for the joy 
of the Lord; I’m trading my sickness, I’m trading my pain, I’m laying them down for the joy of 
the Lord.  Yes, Lord! 

The Lord who says, “For I know the plans I have for you, plans for your good and not for evil, to 
give you a future with hope” (Jeremiah 29:11) 

I appreciate what Bible scholar Elizabeth Achtemeier writes:  

“Faith is always oriented toward the future.  Its gaze lifts up from the sufferings of the present to 
see the glory breaking over the distant horizon.  God’s Kingdom is coming.  And precisely because 
that is true, the people of God have tasks to do.  They are to live in the light of that coming.  They 
are to cast aside the despair and live in certain hope, to forego their resigned inactivity and make 
preparations to receive their Lord, to fit themselves to live with God.”  

“Therefore, love truth and peace,” says the Lord.  There’s always a “therefore” in Scripture (and I 
remember learning we should always ask, “what is the ‘therefore’ there for?”)  God has given us 
His all, and in that all, is the call to love truth and peace.  Such simple words, yet a lifetime to learn 
and to practice them, in our families, in our church, in our communities, and the world.    

And as we set our burdens down, and look forward, I think we can be really free to do this, to love 
truth and peace, and to serve, using what God gives, even the surprises. 

Two days ago, I walked over to Butler and Bailey from my house, and along the way, also walking 
there was my neighbor with her 2-year-old son. “What are you going to the grocery store for?” I 
asked.   She said, “We are making Christmas Cookies and I need some icing!”  At the store, we 
got our things inside, and were standing outside the store afterwards.  She said, “Well, the only 
icing colors left were blue, orange and purple.”   “What are you going to do?” I asked.  She said 
with a big smile, “We are going to use them!”  

I thought to myself, let us not go back to the things we cannot change, but take heart in the change 
God is doing in us and in our world; to move on, to look and live forward into new seasons, into 
the promises, with all God will give.  There will no doubt be orange, blue and purple icing, but 
there will be, in Jesus, Great Joy! 

Amen. 
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For thus says the Lord of hosts: Just as I purposed to bring disaster upon you, when 
your ancestors provoked me to wrath, and I did not relent, says the Lord of hosts, so 
again I have purposed in these days to do good to Jerusalem and to the house of 
Judah; do not be afraid. These are the things that you shall do: Speak the truth to 
one another, render in your gates judgments that are true and make for peace, do 
not devise evil in your hearts against one another, and love no false oath; for all 
these are things that I hate, says the Lord. 
 
The word of the Lord of hosts came to me, saying: Thus says the Lord of hosts: The 
fast of the fourth month, and the fast of the fifth, and the fast of the seventh, and the 
fast of the tenth, shall be seasons of joy and gladness, and cheerful festivals for the 
house of Judah: therefore love truth and peace. 

Zechariah 8:14-19 
 
 
 

T’was the day after Christmas and all through the church  
All the creatures were stirring at the end of their perch.   
Waiting to share what each had received,  
The very fulfillment of all they believed.   
For under the tree the best gift that came  
Was a person, not a package, and JESUS is His name. 
 

 

I trust your Christmas Day was blessed, whether you had a house full of people, or a heart FULL 
of memories and for ALL of us, thankfulness for the best gift.  God with us, always will be, never 
won’t be, God’s very Presence! 

In these past weeks in the book of Zechariah we’ve seen that that’s what the Temple (that glorious 
structure) symbolized for the Jewish people, this presence of God in their midst.     

The people themselves had wandered far from God; yet still they held on to the belief that the 
Temple was where God was; it was where God dwelt!  And when the Temple crumbled by the 
hands of the Babylonians in 587 BC, as did their city of Jerusalem, they were lost.  Even more so 
when God sent them into exile, out of their land.  God took His people out, so He could bring them 
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back in.  And now, they are back in!!  And in our passage today (Zechariah 8:14-19), the prophet 
Zechariah speaks words of encouragement and challenge to them.       

How the Israelites needed encouragement, as a remnant (small group of them) was back home in 
their shattered land, slowly rebuilding the Temple, with enemies still around them.  They had 
reason for discouragement and fear.   And Zechariah brings them those words from the Lord that 
I imagine all of us long to hear.  He says “Be not afraid.” 

Those words are in the Bible 365 times; that’s one for each day of the year!  

“Be not afraid” the angel said to Zechariah, the father-to-be of John the Baptist and to Mary, the 
mother-to-be, of Jesus, and to Shepherds that dark night when they were overwhelmed by God’s 
glory, and then centuries earlier to these Jews back in their homeland. 

“Be not afraid” God says to us when we are in unknown territory. 

And then Zechariah turns to a question the people had been asking; a little delegation was sent to 
Jerusalem for counsel. It concerned the yearly fasts (going without food, separating themselves, 
and repenting), the fasts they had been keeping during their captivity in Babylon and now even 
back in their homeland. There were four of them. In the 4th month of the year, a fast 
commemorating the Babylon’s breaching of Jerusalem city’s walls.  And in the 5th month, a fast 
remembering the destruction of the Temple. And in the 7th month, the murder of their Governor 
Gedaliah. And in the 10th month, a fast commemorating the beginning of Jerusalem’s siege.  

Back in Chapter 7, they ask “Should we mourn and practice abstinence in the 5th month as we have 
done for many years.”  Now that they were rebuilding/restoring the Temple, taking the time to 
mourn and fast over its destruction no longer seemed fitting.      

And the Word of the Lord came to Zechariah, not only about this fast, but about the other 3 as well   
For the Lord says “these fasts of the 4th, 5th,7th and 10th months shall be seasons of joy and gladness, 
and cheerful festivals for the house of Judah.”      

In essence the need for fasting, reliving their sorrows is past.  Fasts shall become Feasts.  How can 
a fast become a festival or a feast?  It’s because they are now a rescued people, and can celebrate 
with thankfulness and joy, something God has miraculously done for them!  

Lord says “I will turn their mourning into Joy, I will comfort them.  I will give them gladness for 
sorrow, a garland instead of ashes, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. (Isaiah) I will 
restore the years the locusts have eaten” Joel 2:25. 

Returning from exile, in Psalm 126 the Psalmist says When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 
we were like those who dream.  Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with 
shouts of joy.” “The Lord has done great things for us; we are glad.”    

This all caused me to reflect on the truth that there is a time for us to move on from our own 
sorrows and regrets, things we may have guilt or shame over, our sin and failure, our painful losses.    
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We know they’ve been part of our past, and in a sense, make us who we are, yet the Lord has 
brought us through.  He has led us, comforted us, provided for us; He has forgiven everything 
we’ve brought to him.  God came at Christmas in order to give His life for us, to bring us tidings 
of comfort and joy.  He calls us to Trust Him even when we can’t understand.  He reminds us that 
He’s got the whole world in his hands.  Gladness and thankfulness and joy enter our lives.  As 
someone said to me yesterday,  “It’s time to party!” 

And as we think back on our lives, God commands us to put onto his strong shoulders, things He 
doesn’t want us to carry anymore, that he might free us for joy.    

I’ve had these things in my life, and I couldn’t help but think of a song the church sang years ago. 
The words go, “I’m trading my sorrows, I’m trading my shame, I’m laying them down for the joy 
of the Lord; I’m trading my sickness, I’m trading my pain, I’m laying them down for the joy of 
the Lord.  Yes, Lord! 

The Lord who says, “For I know the plans I have for you, plans for your good and not for evil, to 
give you a future with hope” (Jeremiah 29:11) 

I appreciate what Bible scholar Elizabeth Achtemeier writes:  

“Faith is always oriented toward the future.  Its gaze lifts up from the sufferings of the present to 
see the glory breaking over the distant horizon.  God’s Kingdom is coming.  And precisely because 
that is true, the people of God have tasks to do.  They are to live in the light of that coming.  They 
are to cast aside the despair and live in certain hope, to forego their resigned inactivity and make 
preparations to receive their Lord, to fit themselves to live with God.”  

“Therefore, love truth and peace,” says the Lord.  There’s always a “therefore” in Scripture (and I 
remember learning we should always ask, “what is the ‘therefore’ there for?”)  God has given us 
His all, and in that all, is the call to love truth and peace.  Such simple words, yet a lifetime to learn 
and to practice them, in our families, in our church, in our communities, and the world.    

And as we set our burdens down, and look forward, I think we can be really free to do this, to love 
truth and peace, and to serve, using what God gives, even the surprises. 

Two days ago, I walked over to Butler and Bailey from my house, and along the way, also walking 
there was my neighbor with her 2-year-old son. “What are you going to the grocery store for?” I 
asked.   She said, “We are making Christmas Cookies and I need some icing!”  At the store, we 
got our things inside, and were standing outside the store afterwards.  She said, “Well, the only 
icing colors left were blue, orange and purple.”   “What are you going to do?” I asked.  She said 
with a big smile, “We are going to use them!”  

I thought to myself, let us not go back to the things we cannot change, but take heart in the change 
God is doing in us and in our world; to move on, to look and live forward into new seasons, into 
the promises, with all God will give.  There will no doubt be orange, blue and purple icing, but 
there will be, in Jesus, Great Joy! 

Amen. 
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For thus says the Lord of hosts: Just as I purposed to bring disaster upon you, when 
your ancestors provoked me to wrath, and I did not relent, says the Lord of hosts, so 
again I have purposed in these days to do good to Jerusalem and to the house of 
Judah; do not be afraid. These are the things that you shall do: Speak the truth to 
one another, render in your gates judgments that are true and make for peace, do 
not devise evil in your hearts against one another, and love no false oath; for all 
these are things that I hate, says the Lord. 
 
The word of the Lord of hosts came to me, saying: Thus says the Lord of hosts: The 
fast of the fourth month, and the fast of the fifth, and the fast of the seventh, and the 
fast of the tenth, shall be seasons of joy and gladness, and cheerful festivals for the 
house of Judah: therefore love truth and peace. 

Zechariah 8:14-19 
 
 
 

T’was the day after Christmas and all through the church  
All the creatures were stirring at the end of their perch.   
Waiting to share what each had received,  
The very fulfillment of all they believed.   
For under the tree the best gift that came  
Was a person, not a package, and JESUS is His name. 
 

 

I trust your Christmas Day was blessed, whether you had a house full of people, or a heart FULL 
of memories and for ALL of us, thankfulness for the best gift.  God with us, always will be, never 
won’t be, God’s very Presence! 

In these past weeks in the book of Zechariah we’ve seen that that’s what the Temple (that glorious 
structure) symbolized for the Jewish people, this presence of God in their midst.     

The people themselves had wandered far from God; yet still they held on to the belief that the 
Temple was where God was; it was where God dwelt!  And when the Temple crumbled by the 
hands of the Babylonians in 587 BC, as did their city of Jerusalem, they were lost.  Even more so 
when God sent them into exile, out of their land.  God took His people out, so He could bring them 
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back in.  And now, they are back in!!  And in our passage today (Zechariah 8:14-19), the prophet 
Zechariah speaks words of encouragement and challenge to them.       

How the Israelites needed encouragement, as a remnant (small group of them) was back home in 
their shattered land, slowly rebuilding the Temple, with enemies still around them.  They had 
reason for discouragement and fear.   And Zechariah brings them those words from the Lord that 
I imagine all of us long to hear.  He says “Be not afraid.” 

Those words are in the Bible 365 times; that’s one for each day of the year!  

“Be not afraid” the angel said to Zechariah, the father-to-be of John the Baptist and to Mary, the 
mother-to-be, of Jesus, and to Shepherds that dark night when they were overwhelmed by God’s 
glory, and then centuries earlier to these Jews back in their homeland. 

“Be not afraid” God says to us when we are in unknown territory. 

And then Zechariah turns to a question the people had been asking; a little delegation was sent to 
Jerusalem for counsel. It concerned the yearly fasts (going without food, separating themselves, 
and repenting), the fasts they had been keeping during their captivity in Babylon and now even 
back in their homeland. There were four of them. In the 4th month of the year, a fast 
commemorating the Babylon’s breaching of Jerusalem city’s walls.  And in the 5th month, a fast 
remembering the destruction of the Temple. And in the 7th month, the murder of their Governor 
Gedaliah. And in the 10th month, a fast commemorating the beginning of Jerusalem’s siege.  

Back in Chapter 7, they ask “Should we mourn and practice abstinence in the 5th month as we have 
done for many years.”  Now that they were rebuilding/restoring the Temple, taking the time to 
mourn and fast over its destruction no longer seemed fitting.      

And the Word of the Lord came to Zechariah, not only about this fast, but about the other 3 as well   
For the Lord says “these fasts of the 4th, 5th,7th and 10th months shall be seasons of joy and gladness, 
and cheerful festivals for the house of Judah.”      

In essence the need for fasting, reliving their sorrows is past.  Fasts shall become Feasts.  How can 
a fast become a festival or a feast?  It’s because they are now a rescued people, and can celebrate 
with thankfulness and joy, something God has miraculously done for them!  

Lord says “I will turn their mourning into Joy, I will comfort them.  I will give them gladness for 
sorrow, a garland instead of ashes, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. (Isaiah) I will 
restore the years the locusts have eaten” Joel 2:25. 

Returning from exile, in Psalm 126 the Psalmist says When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 
we were like those who dream.  Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with 
shouts of joy.” “The Lord has done great things for us; we are glad.”    

This all caused me to reflect on the truth that there is a time for us to move on from our own 
sorrows and regrets, things we may have guilt or shame over, our sin and failure, our painful losses.    
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We know they’ve been part of our past, and in a sense, make us who we are, yet the Lord has 
brought us through.  He has led us, comforted us, provided for us; He has forgiven everything 
we’ve brought to him.  God came at Christmas in order to give His life for us, to bring us tidings 
of comfort and joy.  He calls us to Trust Him even when we can’t understand.  He reminds us that 
He’s got the whole world in his hands.  Gladness and thankfulness and joy enter our lives.  As 
someone said to me yesterday,  “It’s time to party!” 

And as we think back on our lives, God commands us to put onto his strong shoulders, things He 
doesn’t want us to carry anymore, that he might free us for joy.    

I’ve had these things in my life, and I couldn’t help but think of a song the church sang years ago. 
The words go, “I’m trading my sorrows, I’m trading my shame, I’m laying them down for the joy 
of the Lord; I’m trading my sickness, I’m trading my pain, I’m laying them down for the joy of 
the Lord.  Yes, Lord! 

The Lord who says, “For I know the plans I have for you, plans for your good and not for evil, to 
give you a future with hope” (Jeremiah 29:11) 

I appreciate what Bible scholar Elizabeth Achtemeier writes:  

“Faith is always oriented toward the future.  Its gaze lifts up from the sufferings of the present to 
see the glory breaking over the distant horizon.  God’s Kingdom is coming.  And precisely because 
that is true, the people of God have tasks to do.  They are to live in the light of that coming.  They 
are to cast aside the despair and live in certain hope, to forego their resigned inactivity and make 
preparations to receive their Lord, to fit themselves to live with God.”  

“Therefore, love truth and peace,” says the Lord.  There’s always a “therefore” in Scripture (and I 
remember learning we should always ask, “what is the ‘therefore’ there for?”)  God has given us 
His all, and in that all, is the call to love truth and peace.  Such simple words, yet a lifetime to learn 
and to practice them, in our families, in our church, in our communities, and the world.    

And as we set our burdens down, and look forward, I think we can be really free to do this, to love 
truth and peace, and to serve, using what God gives, even the surprises. 

Two days ago, I walked over to Butler and Bailey from my house, and along the way, also walking 
there was my neighbor with her 2-year-old son. “What are you going to the grocery store for?” I 
asked.   She said, “We are making Christmas Cookies and I need some icing!”  At the store, we 
got our things inside, and were standing outside the store afterwards.  She said, “Well, the only 
icing colors left were blue, orange and purple.”   “What are you going to do?” I asked.  She said 
with a big smile, “We are going to use them!”  

I thought to myself, let us not go back to the things we cannot change, but take heart in the change 
God is doing in us and in our world; to move on, to look and live forward into new seasons, into 
the promises, with all God will give.  There will no doubt be orange, blue and purple icing, but 
there will be, in Jesus, Great Joy! 

Amen. 
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“Prepare Him Room:  LOOKING FORWARD!” 
Rev. Rachel Hamburger 

December 26, 2021 
 
 

For thus says the Lord of hosts: Just as I purposed to bring disaster upon you, when 
your ancestors provoked me to wrath, and I did not relent, says the Lord of hosts, so 
again I have purposed in these days to do good to Jerusalem and to the house of 
Judah; do not be afraid. These are the things that you shall do: Speak the truth to 
one another, render in your gates judgments that are true and make for peace, do 
not devise evil in your hearts against one another, and love no false oath; for all 
these are things that I hate, says the Lord. 
 
The word of the Lord of hosts came to me, saying: Thus says the Lord of hosts: The 
fast of the fourth month, and the fast of the fifth, and the fast of the seventh, and the 
fast of the tenth, shall be seasons of joy and gladness, and cheerful festivals for the 
house of Judah: therefore love truth and peace. 

Zechariah 8:14-19 
 
 
 

T’was the day after Christmas and all through the church  
All the creatures were stirring at the end of their perch.   
Waiting to share what each had received,  
The very fulfillment of all they believed.   
For under the tree the best gift that came  
Was a person, not a package, and JESUS is His name. 
 

 

I trust your Christmas Day was blessed, whether you had a house full of people, or a heart FULL 
of memories and for ALL of us, thankfulness for the best gift.  God with us, always will be, never 
won’t be, God’s very Presence! 

In these past weeks in the book of Zechariah we’ve seen that that’s what the Temple (that glorious 
structure) symbolized for the Jewish people, this presence of God in their midst.     

The people themselves had wandered far from God; yet still they held on to the belief that the 
Temple was where God was; it was where God dwelt!  And when the Temple crumbled by the 
hands of the Babylonians in 587 BC, as did their city of Jerusalem, they were lost.  Even more so 
when God sent them into exile, out of their land.  God took His people out, so He could bring them 
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back in.  And now, they are back in!!  And in our passage today (Zechariah 8:14-19), the prophet 
Zechariah speaks words of encouragement and challenge to them.       

How the Israelites needed encouragement, as a remnant (small group of them) was back home in 
their shattered land, slowly rebuilding the Temple, with enemies still around them.  They had 
reason for discouragement and fear.   And Zechariah brings them those words from the Lord that 
I imagine all of us long to hear.  He says “Be not afraid.” 

Those words are in the Bible 365 times; that’s one for each day of the year!  

“Be not afraid” the angel said to Zechariah, the father-to-be of John the Baptist and to Mary, the 
mother-to-be, of Jesus, and to Shepherds that dark night when they were overwhelmed by God’s 
glory, and then centuries earlier to these Jews back in their homeland. 

“Be not afraid” God says to us when we are in unknown territory. 

And then Zechariah turns to a question the people had been asking; a little delegation was sent to 
Jerusalem for counsel. It concerned the yearly fasts (going without food, separating themselves, 
and repenting), the fasts they had been keeping during their captivity in Babylon and now even 
back in their homeland. There were four of them. In the 4th month of the year, a fast 
commemorating the Babylon’s breaching of Jerusalem city’s walls.  And in the 5th month, a fast 
remembering the destruction of the Temple. And in the 7th month, the murder of their Governor 
Gedaliah. And in the 10th month, a fast commemorating the beginning of Jerusalem’s siege.  

Back in Chapter 7, they ask “Should we mourn and practice abstinence in the 5th month as we have 
done for many years.”  Now that they were rebuilding/restoring the Temple, taking the time to 
mourn and fast over its destruction no longer seemed fitting.      

And the Word of the Lord came to Zechariah, not only about this fast, but about the other 3 as well   
For the Lord says “these fasts of the 4th, 5th,7th and 10th months shall be seasons of joy and gladness, 
and cheerful festivals for the house of Judah.”      

In essence the need for fasting, reliving their sorrows is past.  Fasts shall become Feasts.  How can 
a fast become a festival or a feast?  It’s because they are now a rescued people, and can celebrate 
with thankfulness and joy, something God has miraculously done for them!  

Lord says “I will turn their mourning into Joy, I will comfort them.  I will give them gladness for 
sorrow, a garland instead of ashes, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. (Isaiah) I will 
restore the years the locusts have eaten” Joel 2:25. 

Returning from exile, in Psalm 126 the Psalmist says When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 
we were like those who dream.  Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with 
shouts of joy.” “The Lord has done great things for us; we are glad.”    

This all caused me to reflect on the truth that there is a time for us to move on from our own 
sorrows and regrets, things we may have guilt or shame over, our sin and failure, our painful losses.    
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We know they’ve been part of our past, and in a sense, make us who we are, yet the Lord has 
brought us through.  He has led us, comforted us, provided for us; He has forgiven everything 
we’ve brought to him.  God came at Christmas in order to give His life for us, to bring us tidings 
of comfort and joy.  He calls us to Trust Him even when we can’t understand.  He reminds us that 
He’s got the whole world in his hands.  Gladness and thankfulness and joy enter our lives.  As 
someone said to me yesterday,  “It’s time to party!” 

And as we think back on our lives, God commands us to put onto his strong shoulders, things He 
doesn’t want us to carry anymore, that he might free us for joy.    

I’ve had these things in my life, and I couldn’t help but think of a song the church sang years ago. 
The words go, “I’m trading my sorrows, I’m trading my shame, I’m laying them down for the joy 
of the Lord; I’m trading my sickness, I’m trading my pain, I’m laying them down for the joy of 
the Lord.  Yes, Lord! 

The Lord who says, “For I know the plans I have for you, plans for your good and not for evil, to 
give you a future with hope” (Jeremiah 29:11) 

I appreciate what Bible scholar Elizabeth Achtemeier writes:  

“Faith is always oriented toward the future.  Its gaze lifts up from the sufferings of the present to 
see the glory breaking over the distant horizon.  God’s Kingdom is coming.  And precisely because 
that is true, the people of God have tasks to do.  They are to live in the light of that coming.  They 
are to cast aside the despair and live in certain hope, to forego their resigned inactivity and make 
preparations to receive their Lord, to fit themselves to live with God.”  

“Therefore, love truth and peace,” says the Lord.  There’s always a “therefore” in Scripture (and I 
remember learning we should always ask, “what is the ‘therefore’ there for?”)  God has given us 
His all, and in that all, is the call to love truth and peace.  Such simple words, yet a lifetime to learn 
and to practice them, in our families, in our church, in our communities, and the world.    

And as we set our burdens down, and look forward, I think we can be really free to do this, to love 
truth and peace, and to serve, using what God gives, even the surprises. 

Two days ago, I walked over to Butler and Bailey from my house, and along the way, also walking 
there was my neighbor with her 2-year-old son. “What are you going to the grocery store for?” I 
asked.   She said, “We are making Christmas Cookies and I need some icing!”  At the store, we 
got our things inside, and were standing outside the store afterwards.  She said, “Well, the only 
icing colors left were blue, orange and purple.”   “What are you going to do?” I asked.  She said 
with a big smile, “We are going to use them!”  

I thought to myself, let us not go back to the things we cannot change, but take heart in the change 
God is doing in us and in our world; to move on, to look and live forward into new seasons, into 
the promises, with all God will give.  There will no doubt be orange, blue and purple icing, but 
there will be, in Jesus, Great Joy! 

Amen. 
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“Prepare Him Room:  LOOKING FORWARD!” 
Rev. Rachel Hamburger 

December 26, 2021 
 
 

For thus says the Lord of hosts: Just as I purposed to bring disaster upon you, when 
your ancestors provoked me to wrath, and I did not relent, says the Lord of hosts, so 
again I have purposed in these days to do good to Jerusalem and to the house of 
Judah; do not be afraid. These are the things that you shall do: Speak the truth to 
one another, render in your gates judgments that are true and make for peace, do 
not devise evil in your hearts against one another, and love no false oath; for all 
these are things that I hate, says the Lord. 
 
The word of the Lord of hosts came to me, saying: Thus says the Lord of hosts: The 
fast of the fourth month, and the fast of the fifth, and the fast of the seventh, and the 
fast of the tenth, shall be seasons of joy and gladness, and cheerful festivals for the 
house of Judah: therefore love truth and peace. 

Zechariah 8:14-19 
 
 
 

T’was the day after Christmas and all through the church  
All the creatures were stirring at the end of their perch.   
Waiting to share what each had received,  
The very fulfillment of all they believed.   
For under the tree the best gift that came  
Was a person, not a package, and JESUS is His name. 
 

 

I trust your Christmas Day was blessed, whether you had a house full of people, or a heart FULL 
of memories and for ALL of us, thankfulness for the best gift.  God with us, always will be, never 
won’t be, God’s very Presence! 

In these past weeks in the book of Zechariah we’ve seen that that’s what the Temple (that glorious 
structure) symbolized for the Jewish people, this presence of God in their midst.     

The people themselves had wandered far from God; yet still they held on to the belief that the 
Temple was where God was; it was where God dwelt!  And when the Temple crumbled by the 
hands of the Babylonians in 587 BC, as did their city of Jerusalem, they were lost.  Even more so 
when God sent them into exile, out of their land.  God took His people out, so He could bring them 



2 
 

back in.  And now, they are back in!!  And in our passage today (Zechariah 8:14-19), the prophet 
Zechariah speaks words of encouragement and challenge to them.       

How the Israelites needed encouragement, as a remnant (small group of them) was back home in 
their shattered land, slowly rebuilding the Temple, with enemies still around them.  They had 
reason for discouragement and fear.   And Zechariah brings them those words from the Lord that 
I imagine all of us long to hear.  He says “Be not afraid.” 

Those words are in the Bible 365 times; that’s one for each day of the year!  

“Be not afraid” the angel said to Zechariah, the father-to-be of John the Baptist and to Mary, the 
mother-to-be, of Jesus, and to Shepherds that dark night when they were overwhelmed by God’s 
glory, and then centuries earlier to these Jews back in their homeland. 

“Be not afraid” God says to us when we are in unknown territory. 

And then Zechariah turns to a question the people had been asking; a little delegation was sent to 
Jerusalem for counsel. It concerned the yearly fasts (going without food, separating themselves, 
and repenting), the fasts they had been keeping during their captivity in Babylon and now even 
back in their homeland. There were four of them. In the 4th month of the year, a fast 
commemorating the Babylon’s breaching of Jerusalem city’s walls.  And in the 5th month, a fast 
remembering the destruction of the Temple. And in the 7th month, the murder of their Governor 
Gedaliah. And in the 10th month, a fast commemorating the beginning of Jerusalem’s siege.  

Back in Chapter 7, they ask “Should we mourn and practice abstinence in the 5th month as we have 
done for many years.”  Now that they were rebuilding/restoring the Temple, taking the time to 
mourn and fast over its destruction no longer seemed fitting.      

And the Word of the Lord came to Zechariah, not only about this fast, but about the other 3 as well   
For the Lord says “these fasts of the 4th, 5th,7th and 10th months shall be seasons of joy and gladness, 
and cheerful festivals for the house of Judah.”      

In essence the need for fasting, reliving their sorrows is past.  Fasts shall become Feasts.  How can 
a fast become a festival or a feast?  It’s because they are now a rescued people, and can celebrate 
with thankfulness and joy, something God has miraculously done for them!  

Lord says “I will turn their mourning into Joy, I will comfort them.  I will give them gladness for 
sorrow, a garland instead of ashes, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. (Isaiah) I will 
restore the years the locusts have eaten” Joel 2:25. 

Returning from exile, in Psalm 126 the Psalmist says When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 
we were like those who dream.  Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with 
shouts of joy.” “The Lord has done great things for us; we are glad.”    

This all caused me to reflect on the truth that there is a time for us to move on from our own 
sorrows and regrets, things we may have guilt or shame over, our sin and failure, our painful losses.    
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We know they’ve been part of our past, and in a sense, make us who we are, yet the Lord has 
brought us through.  He has led us, comforted us, provided for us; He has forgiven everything 
we’ve brought to him.  God came at Christmas in order to give His life for us, to bring us tidings 
of comfort and joy.  He calls us to Trust Him even when we can’t understand.  He reminds us that 
He’s got the whole world in his hands.  Gladness and thankfulness and joy enter our lives.  As 
someone said to me yesterday,  “It’s time to party!” 

And as we think back on our lives, God commands us to put onto his strong shoulders, things He 
doesn’t want us to carry anymore, that he might free us for joy.    

I’ve had these things in my life, and I couldn’t help but think of a song the church sang years ago. 
The words go, “I’m trading my sorrows, I’m trading my shame, I’m laying them down for the joy 
of the Lord; I’m trading my sickness, I’m trading my pain, I’m laying them down for the joy of 
the Lord.  Yes, Lord! 

The Lord who says, “For I know the plans I have for you, plans for your good and not for evil, to 
give you a future with hope” (Jeremiah 29:11) 

I appreciate what Bible scholar Elizabeth Achtemeier writes:  

“Faith is always oriented toward the future.  Its gaze lifts up from the sufferings of the present to 
see the glory breaking over the distant horizon.  God’s Kingdom is coming.  And precisely because 
that is true, the people of God have tasks to do.  They are to live in the light of that coming.  They 
are to cast aside the despair and live in certain hope, to forego their resigned inactivity and make 
preparations to receive their Lord, to fit themselves to live with God.”  

“Therefore, love truth and peace,” says the Lord.  There’s always a “therefore” in Scripture (and I 
remember learning we should always ask, “what is the ‘therefore’ there for?”)  God has given us 
His all, and in that all, is the call to love truth and peace.  Such simple words, yet a lifetime to learn 
and to practice them, in our families, in our church, in our communities, and the world.    

And as we set our burdens down, and look forward, I think we can be really free to do this, to love 
truth and peace, and to serve, using what God gives, even the surprises. 

Two days ago, I walked over to Butler and Bailey from my house, and along the way, also walking 
there was my neighbor with her 2-year-old son. “What are you going to the grocery store for?” I 
asked.   She said, “We are making Christmas Cookies and I need some icing!”  At the store, we 
got our things inside, and were standing outside the store afterwards.  She said, “Well, the only 
icing colors left were blue, orange and purple.”   “What are you going to do?” I asked.  She said 
with a big smile, “We are going to use them!”  

I thought to myself, let us not go back to the things we cannot change, but take heart in the change 
God is doing in us and in our world; to move on, to look and live forward into new seasons, into 
the promises, with all God will give.  There will no doubt be orange, blue and purple icing, but 
there will be, in Jesus, Great Joy! 

Amen. 
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“Prepare Him Room:  LOOKING FORWARD!” 
Rev. Rachel Hamburger 
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For thus says the Lord of hosts: Just as I purposed to bring disaster upon you, when 
your ancestors provoked me to wrath, and I did not relent, says the Lord of hosts, so 
again I have purposed in these days to do good to Jerusalem and to the house of 
Judah; do not be afraid. These are the things that you shall do: Speak the truth to 
one another, render in your gates judgments that are true and make for peace, do 
not devise evil in your hearts against one another, and love no false oath; for all 
these are things that I hate, says the Lord. 
 
The word of the Lord of hosts came to me, saying: Thus says the Lord of hosts: The 
fast of the fourth month, and the fast of the fifth, and the fast of the seventh, and the 
fast of the tenth, shall be seasons of joy and gladness, and cheerful festivals for the 
house of Judah: therefore love truth and peace. 

Zechariah 8:14-19 
 
 
 

T’was the day after Christmas and all through the church  
All the creatures were stirring at the end of their perch.   
Waiting to share what each had received,  
The very fulfillment of all they believed.   
For under the tree the best gift that came  
Was a person, not a package, and JESUS is His name. 
 

 

I trust your Christmas Day was blessed, whether you had a house full of people, or a heart FULL 
of memories and for ALL of us, thankfulness for the best gift.  God with us, always will be, never 
won’t be, God’s very Presence! 

In these past weeks in the book of Zechariah we’ve seen that that’s what the Temple (that glorious 
structure) symbolized for the Jewish people, this presence of God in their midst.     

The people themselves had wandered far from God; yet still they held on to the belief that the 
Temple was where God was; it was where God dwelt!  And when the Temple crumbled by the 
hands of the Babylonians in 587 BC, as did their city of Jerusalem, they were lost.  Even more so 
when God sent them into exile, out of their land.  God took His people out, so He could bring them 
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back in.  And now, they are back in!!  And in our passage today (Zechariah 8:14-19), the prophet 
Zechariah speaks words of encouragement and challenge to them.       

How the Israelites needed encouragement, as a remnant (small group of them) was back home in 
their shattered land, slowly rebuilding the Temple, with enemies still around them.  They had 
reason for discouragement and fear.   And Zechariah brings them those words from the Lord that 
I imagine all of us long to hear.  He says “Be not afraid.” 

Those words are in the Bible 365 times; that’s one for each day of the year!  

“Be not afraid” the angel said to Zechariah, the father-to-be of John the Baptist and to Mary, the 
mother-to-be, of Jesus, and to Shepherds that dark night when they were overwhelmed by God’s 
glory, and then centuries earlier to these Jews back in their homeland. 

“Be not afraid” God says to us when we are in unknown territory. 

And then Zechariah turns to a question the people had been asking; a little delegation was sent to 
Jerusalem for counsel. It concerned the yearly fasts (going without food, separating themselves, 
and repenting), the fasts they had been keeping during their captivity in Babylon and now even 
back in their homeland. There were four of them. In the 4th month of the year, a fast 
commemorating the Babylon’s breaching of Jerusalem city’s walls.  And in the 5th month, a fast 
remembering the destruction of the Temple. And in the 7th month, the murder of their Governor 
Gedaliah. And in the 10th month, a fast commemorating the beginning of Jerusalem’s siege.  

Back in Chapter 7, they ask “Should we mourn and practice abstinence in the 5th month as we have 
done for many years.”  Now that they were rebuilding/restoring the Temple, taking the time to 
mourn and fast over its destruction no longer seemed fitting.      

And the Word of the Lord came to Zechariah, not only about this fast, but about the other 3 as well   
For the Lord says “these fasts of the 4th, 5th,7th and 10th months shall be seasons of joy and gladness, 
and cheerful festivals for the house of Judah.”      

In essence the need for fasting, reliving their sorrows is past.  Fasts shall become Feasts.  How can 
a fast become a festival or a feast?  It’s because they are now a rescued people, and can celebrate 
with thankfulness and joy, something God has miraculously done for them!  

Lord says “I will turn their mourning into Joy, I will comfort them.  I will give them gladness for 
sorrow, a garland instead of ashes, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. (Isaiah) I will 
restore the years the locusts have eaten” Joel 2:25. 

Returning from exile, in Psalm 126 the Psalmist says When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 
we were like those who dream.  Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with 
shouts of joy.” “The Lord has done great things for us; we are glad.”    

This all caused me to reflect on the truth that there is a time for us to move on from our own 
sorrows and regrets, things we may have guilt or shame over, our sin and failure, our painful losses.    
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We know they’ve been part of our past, and in a sense, make us who we are, yet the Lord has 
brought us through.  He has led us, comforted us, provided for us; He has forgiven everything 
we’ve brought to him.  God came at Christmas in order to give His life for us, to bring us tidings 
of comfort and joy.  He calls us to Trust Him even when we can’t understand.  He reminds us that 
He’s got the whole world in his hands.  Gladness and thankfulness and joy enter our lives.  As 
someone said to me yesterday,  “It’s time to party!” 

And as we think back on our lives, God commands us to put onto his strong shoulders, things He 
doesn’t want us to carry anymore, that he might free us for joy.    

I’ve had these things in my life, and I couldn’t help but think of a song the church sang years ago. 
The words go, “I’m trading my sorrows, I’m trading my shame, I’m laying them down for the joy 
of the Lord; I’m trading my sickness, I’m trading my pain, I’m laying them down for the joy of 
the Lord.  Yes, Lord! 

The Lord who says, “For I know the plans I have for you, plans for your good and not for evil, to 
give you a future with hope” (Jeremiah 29:11) 

I appreciate what Bible scholar Elizabeth Achtemeier writes:  

“Faith is always oriented toward the future.  Its gaze lifts up from the sufferings of the present to 
see the glory breaking over the distant horizon.  God’s Kingdom is coming.  And precisely because 
that is true, the people of God have tasks to do.  They are to live in the light of that coming.  They 
are to cast aside the despair and live in certain hope, to forego their resigned inactivity and make 
preparations to receive their Lord, to fit themselves to live with God.”  

“Therefore, love truth and peace,” says the Lord.  There’s always a “therefore” in Scripture (and I 
remember learning we should always ask, “what is the ‘therefore’ there for?”)  God has given us 
His all, and in that all, is the call to love truth and peace.  Such simple words, yet a lifetime to learn 
and to practice them, in our families, in our church, in our communities, and the world.    

And as we set our burdens down, and look forward, I think we can be really free to do this, to love 
truth and peace, and to serve, using what God gives, even the surprises. 

Two days ago, I walked over to Butler and Bailey from my house, and along the way, also walking 
there was my neighbor with her 2-year-old son. “What are you going to the grocery store for?” I 
asked.   She said, “We are making Christmas Cookies and I need some icing!”  At the store, we 
got our things inside, and were standing outside the store afterwards.  She said, “Well, the only 
icing colors left were blue, orange and purple.”   “What are you going to do?” I asked.  She said 
with a big smile, “We are going to use them!”  

I thought to myself, let us not go back to the things we cannot change, but take heart in the change 
God is doing in us and in our world; to move on, to look and live forward into new seasons, into 
the promises, with all God will give.  There will no doubt be orange, blue and purple icing, but 
there will be, in Jesus, Great Joy! 

Amen. 
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For thus says the Lord of hosts: Just as I purposed to bring disaster upon you, when 
your ancestors provoked me to wrath, and I did not relent, says the Lord of hosts, so 
again I have purposed in these days to do good to Jerusalem and to the house of 
Judah; do not be afraid. These are the things that you shall do: Speak the truth to 
one another, render in your gates judgments that are true and make for peace, do 
not devise evil in your hearts against one another, and love no false oath; for all 
these are things that I hate, says the Lord. 
 
The word of the Lord of hosts came to me, saying: Thus says the Lord of hosts: The 
fast of the fourth month, and the fast of the fifth, and the fast of the seventh, and the 
fast of the tenth, shall be seasons of joy and gladness, and cheerful festivals for the 
house of Judah: therefore love truth and peace. 

Zechariah 8:14-19 
 
 
 

T’was the day after Christmas and all through the church  
All the creatures were stirring at the end of their perch.   
Waiting to share what each had received,  
The very fulfillment of all they believed.   
For under the tree the best gift that came  
Was a person, not a package, and JESUS is His name. 
 

 

I trust your Christmas Day was blessed, whether you had a house full of people, or a heart FULL 
of memories and for ALL of us, thankfulness for the best gift.  God with us, always will be, never 
won’t be, God’s very Presence! 

In these past weeks in the book of Zechariah we’ve seen that that’s what the Temple (that glorious 
structure) symbolized for the Jewish people, this presence of God in their midst.     

The people themselves had wandered far from God; yet still they held on to the belief that the 
Temple was where God was; it was where God dwelt!  And when the Temple crumbled by the 
hands of the Babylonians in 587 BC, as did their city of Jerusalem, they were lost.  Even more so 
when God sent them into exile, out of their land.  God took His people out, so He could bring them 
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back in.  And now, they are back in!!  And in our passage today (Zechariah 8:14-19), the prophet 
Zechariah speaks words of encouragement and challenge to them.       

How the Israelites needed encouragement, as a remnant (small group of them) was back home in 
their shattered land, slowly rebuilding the Temple, with enemies still around them.  They had 
reason for discouragement and fear.   And Zechariah brings them those words from the Lord that 
I imagine all of us long to hear.  He says “Be not afraid.” 

Those words are in the Bible 365 times; that’s one for each day of the year!  

“Be not afraid” the angel said to Zechariah, the father-to-be of John the Baptist and to Mary, the 
mother-to-be, of Jesus, and to Shepherds that dark night when they were overwhelmed by God’s 
glory, and then centuries earlier to these Jews back in their homeland. 

“Be not afraid” God says to us when we are in unknown territory. 

And then Zechariah turns to a question the people had been asking; a little delegation was sent to 
Jerusalem for counsel. It concerned the yearly fasts (going without food, separating themselves, 
and repenting), the fasts they had been keeping during their captivity in Babylon and now even 
back in their homeland. There were four of them. In the 4th month of the year, a fast 
commemorating the Babylon’s breaching of Jerusalem city’s walls.  And in the 5th month, a fast 
remembering the destruction of the Temple. And in the 7th month, the murder of their Governor 
Gedaliah. And in the 10th month, a fast commemorating the beginning of Jerusalem’s siege.  

Back in Chapter 7, they ask “Should we mourn and practice abstinence in the 5th month as we have 
done for many years.”  Now that they were rebuilding/restoring the Temple, taking the time to 
mourn and fast over its destruction no longer seemed fitting.      

And the Word of the Lord came to Zechariah, not only about this fast, but about the other 3 as well   
For the Lord says “these fasts of the 4th, 5th,7th and 10th months shall be seasons of joy and gladness, 
and cheerful festivals for the house of Judah.”      

In essence the need for fasting, reliving their sorrows is past.  Fasts shall become Feasts.  How can 
a fast become a festival or a feast?  It’s because they are now a rescued people, and can celebrate 
with thankfulness and joy, something God has miraculously done for them!  

Lord says “I will turn their mourning into Joy, I will comfort them.  I will give them gladness for 
sorrow, a garland instead of ashes, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. (Isaiah) I will 
restore the years the locusts have eaten” Joel 2:25. 

Returning from exile, in Psalm 126 the Psalmist says When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 
we were like those who dream.  Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with 
shouts of joy.” “The Lord has done great things for us; we are glad.”    

This all caused me to reflect on the truth that there is a time for us to move on from our own 
sorrows and regrets, things we may have guilt or shame over, our sin and failure, our painful losses.    
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We know they’ve been part of our past, and in a sense, make us who we are, yet the Lord has 
brought us through.  He has led us, comforted us, provided for us; He has forgiven everything 
we’ve brought to him.  God came at Christmas in order to give His life for us, to bring us tidings 
of comfort and joy.  He calls us to Trust Him even when we can’t understand.  He reminds us that 
He’s got the whole world in his hands.  Gladness and thankfulness and joy enter our lives.  As 
someone said to me yesterday,  “It’s time to party!” 

And as we think back on our lives, God commands us to put onto his strong shoulders, things He 
doesn’t want us to carry anymore, that he might free us for joy.    

I’ve had these things in my life, and I couldn’t help but think of a song the church sang years ago. 
The words go, “I’m trading my sorrows, I’m trading my shame, I’m laying them down for the joy 
of the Lord; I’m trading my sickness, I’m trading my pain, I’m laying them down for the joy of 
the Lord.  Yes, Lord! 

The Lord who says, “For I know the plans I have for you, plans for your good and not for evil, to 
give you a future with hope” (Jeremiah 29:11) 

I appreciate what Bible scholar Elizabeth Achtemeier writes:  

“Faith is always oriented toward the future.  Its gaze lifts up from the sufferings of the present to 
see the glory breaking over the distant horizon.  God’s Kingdom is coming.  And precisely because 
that is true, the people of God have tasks to do.  They are to live in the light of that coming.  They 
are to cast aside the despair and live in certain hope, to forego their resigned inactivity and make 
preparations to receive their Lord, to fit themselves to live with God.”  

“Therefore, love truth and peace,” says the Lord.  There’s always a “therefore” in Scripture (and I 
remember learning we should always ask, “what is the ‘therefore’ there for?”)  God has given us 
His all, and in that all, is the call to love truth and peace.  Such simple words, yet a lifetime to learn 
and to practice them, in our families, in our church, in our communities, and the world.    

And as we set our burdens down, and look forward, I think we can be really free to do this, to love 
truth and peace, and to serve, using what God gives, even the surprises. 

Two days ago, I walked over to Butler and Bailey from my house, and along the way, also walking 
there was my neighbor with her 2-year-old son. “What are you going to the grocery store for?” I 
asked.   She said, “We are making Christmas Cookies and I need some icing!”  At the store, we 
got our things inside, and were standing outside the store afterwards.  She said, “Well, the only 
icing colors left were blue, orange and purple.”   “What are you going to do?” I asked.  She said 
with a big smile, “We are going to use them!”  

I thought to myself, let us not go back to the things we cannot change, but take heart in the change 
God is doing in us and in our world; to move on, to look and live forward into new seasons, into 
the promises, with all God will give.  There will no doubt be orange, blue and purple icing, but 
there will be, in Jesus, Great Joy! 

Amen. 
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For thus says the Lord of hosts: Just as I purposed to bring disaster upon you, when 
your ancestors provoked me to wrath, and I did not relent, says the Lord of hosts, so 
again I have purposed in these days to do good to Jerusalem and to the house of 
Judah; do not be afraid. These are the things that you shall do: Speak the truth to 
one another, render in your gates judgments that are true and make for peace, do 
not devise evil in your hearts against one another, and love no false oath; for all 
these are things that I hate, says the Lord. 
 
The word of the Lord of hosts came to me, saying: Thus says the Lord of hosts: The 
fast of the fourth month, and the fast of the fifth, and the fast of the seventh, and the 
fast of the tenth, shall be seasons of joy and gladness, and cheerful festivals for the 
house of Judah: therefore love truth and peace. 

Zechariah 8:14-19 
 
 
 

T’was the day after Christmas and all through the church  
All the creatures were stirring at the end of their perch.   
Waiting to share what each had received,  
The very fulfillment of all they believed.   
For under the tree the best gift that came  
Was a person, not a package, and JESUS is His name. 
 

 

I trust your Christmas Day was blessed, whether you had a house full of people, or a heart FULL 
of memories and for ALL of us, thankfulness for the best gift.  God with us, always will be, never 
won’t be, God’s very Presence! 

In these past weeks in the book of Zechariah we’ve seen that that’s what the Temple (that glorious 
structure) symbolized for the Jewish people, this presence of God in their midst.     

The people themselves had wandered far from God; yet still they held on to the belief that the 
Temple was where God was; it was where God dwelt!  And when the Temple crumbled by the 
hands of the Babylonians in 587 BC, as did their city of Jerusalem, they were lost.  Even more so 
when God sent them into exile, out of their land.  God took His people out, so He could bring them 
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back in.  And now, they are back in!!  And in our passage today (Zechariah 8:14-19), the prophet 
Zechariah speaks words of encouragement and challenge to them.       

How the Israelites needed encouragement, as a remnant (small group of them) was back home in 
their shattered land, slowly rebuilding the Temple, with enemies still around them.  They had 
reason for discouragement and fear.   And Zechariah brings them those words from the Lord that 
I imagine all of us long to hear.  He says “Be not afraid.” 

Those words are in the Bible 365 times; that’s one for each day of the year!  

“Be not afraid” the angel said to Zechariah, the father-to-be of John the Baptist and to Mary, the 
mother-to-be, of Jesus, and to Shepherds that dark night when they were overwhelmed by God’s 
glory, and then centuries earlier to these Jews back in their homeland. 

“Be not afraid” God says to us when we are in unknown territory. 

And then Zechariah turns to a question the people had been asking; a little delegation was sent to 
Jerusalem for counsel. It concerned the yearly fasts (going without food, separating themselves, 
and repenting), the fasts they had been keeping during their captivity in Babylon and now even 
back in their homeland. There were four of them. In the 4th month of the year, a fast 
commemorating the Babylon’s breaching of Jerusalem city’s walls.  And in the 5th month, a fast 
remembering the destruction of the Temple. And in the 7th month, the murder of their Governor 
Gedaliah. And in the 10th month, a fast commemorating the beginning of Jerusalem’s siege.  

Back in Chapter 7, they ask “Should we mourn and practice abstinence in the 5th month as we have 
done for many years.”  Now that they were rebuilding/restoring the Temple, taking the time to 
mourn and fast over its destruction no longer seemed fitting.      

And the Word of the Lord came to Zechariah, not only about this fast, but about the other 3 as well   
For the Lord says “these fasts of the 4th, 5th,7th and 10th months shall be seasons of joy and gladness, 
and cheerful festivals for the house of Judah.”      

In essence the need for fasting, reliving their sorrows is past.  Fasts shall become Feasts.  How can 
a fast become a festival or a feast?  It’s because they are now a rescued people, and can celebrate 
with thankfulness and joy, something God has miraculously done for them!  

Lord says “I will turn their mourning into Joy, I will comfort them.  I will give them gladness for 
sorrow, a garland instead of ashes, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. (Isaiah) I will 
restore the years the locusts have eaten” Joel 2:25. 

Returning from exile, in Psalm 126 the Psalmist says When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 
we were like those who dream.  Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with 
shouts of joy.” “The Lord has done great things for us; we are glad.”    

This all caused me to reflect on the truth that there is a time for us to move on from our own 
sorrows and regrets, things we may have guilt or shame over, our sin and failure, our painful losses.    
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We know they’ve been part of our past, and in a sense, make us who we are, yet the Lord has 
brought us through.  He has led us, comforted us, provided for us; He has forgiven everything 
we’ve brought to him.  God came at Christmas in order to give His life for us, to bring us tidings 
of comfort and joy.  He calls us to Trust Him even when we can’t understand.  He reminds us that 
He’s got the whole world in his hands.  Gladness and thankfulness and joy enter our lives.  As 
someone said to me yesterday,  “It’s time to party!” 

And as we think back on our lives, God commands us to put onto his strong shoulders, things He 
doesn’t want us to carry anymore, that he might free us for joy.    

I’ve had these things in my life, and I couldn’t help but think of a song the church sang years ago. 
The words go, “I’m trading my sorrows, I’m trading my shame, I’m laying them down for the joy 
of the Lord; I’m trading my sickness, I’m trading my pain, I’m laying them down for the joy of 
the Lord.  Yes, Lord! 

The Lord who says, “For I know the plans I have for you, plans for your good and not for evil, to 
give you a future with hope” (Jeremiah 29:11) 

I appreciate what Bible scholar Elizabeth Achtemeier writes:  

“Faith is always oriented toward the future.  Its gaze lifts up from the sufferings of the present to 
see the glory breaking over the distant horizon.  God’s Kingdom is coming.  And precisely because 
that is true, the people of God have tasks to do.  They are to live in the light of that coming.  They 
are to cast aside the despair and live in certain hope, to forego their resigned inactivity and make 
preparations to receive their Lord, to fit themselves to live with God.”  

“Therefore, love truth and peace,” says the Lord.  There’s always a “therefore” in Scripture (and I 
remember learning we should always ask, “what is the ‘therefore’ there for?”)  God has given us 
His all, and in that all, is the call to love truth and peace.  Such simple words, yet a lifetime to learn 
and to practice them, in our families, in our church, in our communities, and the world.    

And as we set our burdens down, and look forward, I think we can be really free to do this, to love 
truth and peace, and to serve, using what God gives, even the surprises. 

Two days ago, I walked over to Butler and Bailey from my house, and along the way, also walking 
there was my neighbor with her 2-year-old son. “What are you going to the grocery store for?” I 
asked.   She said, “We are making Christmas Cookies and I need some icing!”  At the store, we 
got our things inside, and were standing outside the store afterwards.  She said, “Well, the only 
icing colors left were blue, orange and purple.”   “What are you going to do?” I asked.  She said 
with a big smile, “We are going to use them!”  

I thought to myself, let us not go back to the things we cannot change, but take heart in the change 
God is doing in us and in our world; to move on, to look and live forward into new seasons, into 
the promises, with all God will give.  There will no doubt be orange, blue and purple icing, but 
there will be, in Jesus, Great Joy! 

Amen. 
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For thus says the Lord of hosts: Just as I purposed to bring disaster upon you, when 
your ancestors provoked me to wrath, and I did not relent, says the Lord of hosts, so 
again I have purposed in these days to do good to Jerusalem and to the house of 
Judah; do not be afraid. These are the things that you shall do: Speak the truth to 
one another, render in your gates judgments that are true and make for peace, do 
not devise evil in your hearts against one another, and love no false oath; for all 
these are things that I hate, says the Lord. 
 
The word of the Lord of hosts came to me, saying: Thus says the Lord of hosts: The 
fast of the fourth month, and the fast of the fifth, and the fast of the seventh, and the 
fast of the tenth, shall be seasons of joy and gladness, and cheerful festivals for the 
house of Judah: therefore love truth and peace. 

Zechariah 8:14-19 
 
 
 

T’was the day after Christmas and all through the church  
All the creatures were stirring at the end of their perch.   
Waiting to share what each had received,  
The very fulfillment of all they believed.   
For under the tree the best gift that came  
Was a person, not a package, and JESUS is His name. 
 

 

I trust your Christmas Day was blessed, whether you had a house full of people, or a heart FULL 
of memories and for ALL of us, thankfulness for the best gift.  God with us, always will be, never 
won’t be, God’s very Presence! 

In these past weeks in the book of Zechariah we’ve seen that that’s what the Temple (that glorious 
structure) symbolized for the Jewish people, this presence of God in their midst.     

The people themselves had wandered far from God; yet still they held on to the belief that the 
Temple was where God was; it was where God dwelt!  And when the Temple crumbled by the 
hands of the Babylonians in 587 BC, as did their city of Jerusalem, they were lost.  Even more so 
when God sent them into exile, out of their land.  God took His people out, so He could bring them 
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back in.  And now, they are back in!!  And in our passage today (Zechariah 8:14-19), the prophet 
Zechariah speaks words of encouragement and challenge to them.       

How the Israelites needed encouragement, as a remnant (small group of them) was back home in 
their shattered land, slowly rebuilding the Temple, with enemies still around them.  They had 
reason for discouragement and fear.   And Zechariah brings them those words from the Lord that 
I imagine all of us long to hear.  He says “Be not afraid.” 

Those words are in the Bible 365 times; that’s one for each day of the year!  

“Be not afraid” the angel said to Zechariah, the father-to-be of John the Baptist and to Mary, the 
mother-to-be, of Jesus, and to Shepherds that dark night when they were overwhelmed by God’s 
glory, and then centuries earlier to these Jews back in their homeland. 

“Be not afraid” God says to us when we are in unknown territory. 

And then Zechariah turns to a question the people had been asking; a little delegation was sent to 
Jerusalem for counsel. It concerned the yearly fasts (going without food, separating themselves, 
and repenting), the fasts they had been keeping during their captivity in Babylon and now even 
back in their homeland. There were four of them. In the 4th month of the year, a fast 
commemorating the Babylon’s breaching of Jerusalem city’s walls.  And in the 5th month, a fast 
remembering the destruction of the Temple. And in the 7th month, the murder of their Governor 
Gedaliah. And in the 10th month, a fast commemorating the beginning of Jerusalem’s siege.  

Back in Chapter 7, they ask “Should we mourn and practice abstinence in the 5th month as we have 
done for many years.”  Now that they were rebuilding/restoring the Temple, taking the time to 
mourn and fast over its destruction no longer seemed fitting.      

And the Word of the Lord came to Zechariah, not only about this fast, but about the other 3 as well   
For the Lord says “these fasts of the 4th, 5th,7th and 10th months shall be seasons of joy and gladness, 
and cheerful festivals for the house of Judah.”      

In essence the need for fasting, reliving their sorrows is past.  Fasts shall become Feasts.  How can 
a fast become a festival or a feast?  It’s because they are now a rescued people, and can celebrate 
with thankfulness and joy, something God has miraculously done for them!  

Lord says “I will turn their mourning into Joy, I will comfort them.  I will give them gladness for 
sorrow, a garland instead of ashes, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. (Isaiah) I will 
restore the years the locusts have eaten” Joel 2:25. 

Returning from exile, in Psalm 126 the Psalmist says When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 
we were like those who dream.  Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with 
shouts of joy.” “The Lord has done great things for us; we are glad.”    

This all caused me to reflect on the truth that there is a time for us to move on from our own 
sorrows and regrets, things we may have guilt or shame over, our sin and failure, our painful losses.    
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We know they’ve been part of our past, and in a sense, make us who we are, yet the Lord has 
brought us through.  He has led us, comforted us, provided for us; He has forgiven everything 
we’ve brought to him.  God came at Christmas in order to give His life for us, to bring us tidings 
of comfort and joy.  He calls us to Trust Him even when we can’t understand.  He reminds us that 
He’s got the whole world in his hands.  Gladness and thankfulness and joy enter our lives.  As 
someone said to me yesterday,  “It’s time to party!” 

And as we think back on our lives, God commands us to put onto his strong shoulders, things He 
doesn’t want us to carry anymore, that he might free us for joy.    

I’ve had these things in my life, and I couldn’t help but think of a song the church sang years ago. 
The words go, “I’m trading my sorrows, I’m trading my shame, I’m laying them down for the joy 
of the Lord; I’m trading my sickness, I’m trading my pain, I’m laying them down for the joy of 
the Lord.  Yes, Lord! 

The Lord who says, “For I know the plans I have for you, plans for your good and not for evil, to 
give you a future with hope” (Jeremiah 29:11) 

I appreciate what Bible scholar Elizabeth Achtemeier writes:  

“Faith is always oriented toward the future.  Its gaze lifts up from the sufferings of the present to 
see the glory breaking over the distant horizon.  God’s Kingdom is coming.  And precisely because 
that is true, the people of God have tasks to do.  They are to live in the light of that coming.  They 
are to cast aside the despair and live in certain hope, to forego their resigned inactivity and make 
preparations to receive their Lord, to fit themselves to live with God.”  

“Therefore, love truth and peace,” says the Lord.  There’s always a “therefore” in Scripture (and I 
remember learning we should always ask, “what is the ‘therefore’ there for?”)  God has given us 
His all, and in that all, is the call to love truth and peace.  Such simple words, yet a lifetime to learn 
and to practice them, in our families, in our church, in our communities, and the world.    

And as we set our burdens down, and look forward, I think we can be really free to do this, to love 
truth and peace, and to serve, using what God gives, even the surprises. 

Two days ago, I walked over to Butler and Bailey from my house, and along the way, also walking 
there was my neighbor with her 2-year-old son. “What are you going to the grocery store for?” I 
asked.   She said, “We are making Christmas Cookies and I need some icing!”  At the store, we 
got our things inside, and were standing outside the store afterwards.  She said, “Well, the only 
icing colors left were blue, orange and purple.”   “What are you going to do?” I asked.  She said 
with a big smile, “We are going to use them!”  

I thought to myself, let us not go back to the things we cannot change, but take heart in the change 
God is doing in us and in our world; to move on, to look and live forward into new seasons, into 
the promises, with all God will give.  There will no doubt be orange, blue and purple icing, but 
there will be, in Jesus, Great Joy! 

Amen. 
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For thus says the Lord of hosts: Just as I purposed to bring disaster upon you, when 
your ancestors provoked me to wrath, and I did not relent, says the Lord of hosts, so 
again I have purposed in these days to do good to Jerusalem and to the house of 
Judah; do not be afraid. These are the things that you shall do: Speak the truth to 
one another, render in your gates judgments that are true and make for peace, do 
not devise evil in your hearts against one another, and love no false oath; for all 
these are things that I hate, says the Lord. 
 
The word of the Lord of hosts came to me, saying: Thus says the Lord of hosts: The 
fast of the fourth month, and the fast of the fifth, and the fast of the seventh, and the 
fast of the tenth, shall be seasons of joy and gladness, and cheerful festivals for the 
house of Judah: therefore love truth and peace. 

Zechariah 8:14-19 
 
 
 

T’was the day after Christmas and all through the church  
All the creatures were stirring at the end of their perch.   
Waiting to share what each had received,  
The very fulfillment of all they believed.   
For under the tree the best gift that came  
Was a person, not a package, and JESUS is His name. 
 

 

I trust your Christmas Day was blessed, whether you had a house full of people, or a heart FULL 
of memories and for ALL of us, thankfulness for the best gift.  God with us, always will be, never 
won’t be, God’s very Presence! 

In these past weeks in the book of Zechariah we’ve seen that that’s what the Temple (that glorious 
structure) symbolized for the Jewish people, this presence of God in their midst.     

The people themselves had wandered far from God; yet still they held on to the belief that the 
Temple was where God was; it was where God dwelt!  And when the Temple crumbled by the 
hands of the Babylonians in 587 BC, as did their city of Jerusalem, they were lost.  Even more so 
when God sent them into exile, out of their land.  God took His people out, so He could bring them 
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back in.  And now, they are back in!!  And in our passage today (Zechariah 8:14-19), the prophet 
Zechariah speaks words of encouragement and challenge to them.       

How the Israelites needed encouragement, as a remnant (small group of them) was back home in 
their shattered land, slowly rebuilding the Temple, with enemies still around them.  They had 
reason for discouragement and fear.   And Zechariah brings them those words from the Lord that 
I imagine all of us long to hear.  He says “Be not afraid.” 

Those words are in the Bible 365 times; that’s one for each day of the year!  

“Be not afraid” the angel said to Zechariah, the father-to-be of John the Baptist and to Mary, the 
mother-to-be, of Jesus, and to Shepherds that dark night when they were overwhelmed by God’s 
glory, and then centuries earlier to these Jews back in their homeland. 

“Be not afraid” God says to us when we are in unknown territory. 

And then Zechariah turns to a question the people had been asking; a little delegation was sent to 
Jerusalem for counsel. It concerned the yearly fasts (going without food, separating themselves, 
and repenting), the fasts they had been keeping during their captivity in Babylon and now even 
back in their homeland. There were four of them. In the 4th month of the year, a fast 
commemorating the Babylon’s breaching of Jerusalem city’s walls.  And in the 5th month, a fast 
remembering the destruction of the Temple. And in the 7th month, the murder of their Governor 
Gedaliah. And in the 10th month, a fast commemorating the beginning of Jerusalem’s siege.  

Back in Chapter 7, they ask “Should we mourn and practice abstinence in the 5th month as we have 
done for many years.”  Now that they were rebuilding/restoring the Temple, taking the time to 
mourn and fast over its destruction no longer seemed fitting.      

And the Word of the Lord came to Zechariah, not only about this fast, but about the other 3 as well   
For the Lord says “these fasts of the 4th, 5th,7th and 10th months shall be seasons of joy and gladness, 
and cheerful festivals for the house of Judah.”      

In essence the need for fasting, reliving their sorrows is past.  Fasts shall become Feasts.  How can 
a fast become a festival or a feast?  It’s because they are now a rescued people, and can celebrate 
with thankfulness and joy, something God has miraculously done for them!  

Lord says “I will turn their mourning into Joy, I will comfort them.  I will give them gladness for 
sorrow, a garland instead of ashes, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. (Isaiah) I will 
restore the years the locusts have eaten” Joel 2:25. 

Returning from exile, in Psalm 126 the Psalmist says When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 
we were like those who dream.  Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with 
shouts of joy.” “The Lord has done great things for us; we are glad.”    

This all caused me to reflect on the truth that there is a time for us to move on from our own 
sorrows and regrets, things we may have guilt or shame over, our sin and failure, our painful losses.    
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We know they’ve been part of our past, and in a sense, make us who we are, yet the Lord has 
brought us through.  He has led us, comforted us, provided for us; He has forgiven everything 
we’ve brought to him.  God came at Christmas in order to give His life for us, to bring us tidings 
of comfort and joy.  He calls us to Trust Him even when we can’t understand.  He reminds us that 
He’s got the whole world in his hands.  Gladness and thankfulness and joy enter our lives.  As 
someone said to me yesterday,  “It’s time to party!” 

And as we think back on our lives, God commands us to put onto his strong shoulders, things He 
doesn’t want us to carry anymore, that he might free us for joy.    

I’ve had these things in my life, and I couldn’t help but think of a song the church sang years ago. 
The words go, “I’m trading my sorrows, I’m trading my shame, I’m laying them down for the joy 
of the Lord; I’m trading my sickness, I’m trading my pain, I’m laying them down for the joy of 
the Lord.  Yes, Lord! 

The Lord who says, “For I know the plans I have for you, plans for your good and not for evil, to 
give you a future with hope” (Jeremiah 29:11) 

I appreciate what Bible scholar Elizabeth Achtemeier writes:  

“Faith is always oriented toward the future.  Its gaze lifts up from the sufferings of the present to 
see the glory breaking over the distant horizon.  God’s Kingdom is coming.  And precisely because 
that is true, the people of God have tasks to do.  They are to live in the light of that coming.  They 
are to cast aside the despair and live in certain hope, to forego their resigned inactivity and make 
preparations to receive their Lord, to fit themselves to live with God.”  

“Therefore, love truth and peace,” says the Lord.  There’s always a “therefore” in Scripture (and I 
remember learning we should always ask, “what is the ‘therefore’ there for?”)  God has given us 
His all, and in that all, is the call to love truth and peace.  Such simple words, yet a lifetime to learn 
and to practice them, in our families, in our church, in our communities, and the world.    

And as we set our burdens down, and look forward, I think we can be really free to do this, to love 
truth and peace, and to serve, using what God gives, even the surprises. 

Two days ago, I walked over to Butler and Bailey from my house, and along the way, also walking 
there was my neighbor with her 2-year-old son. “What are you going to the grocery store for?” I 
asked.   She said, “We are making Christmas Cookies and I need some icing!”  At the store, we 
got our things inside, and were standing outside the store afterwards.  She said, “Well, the only 
icing colors left were blue, orange and purple.”   “What are you going to do?” I asked.  She said 
with a big smile, “We are going to use them!”  

I thought to myself, let us not go back to the things we cannot change, but take heart in the change 
God is doing in us and in our world; to move on, to look and live forward into new seasons, into 
the promises, with all God will give.  There will no doubt be orange, blue and purple icing, but 
there will be, in Jesus, Great Joy! 

Amen. 
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“Prepare Him Room:  LOOKING FORWARD!” 
Rev. Rachel Hamburger 

December 26, 2021 
 
 

For thus says the Lord of hosts: Just as I purposed to bring disaster upon you, when 
your ancestors provoked me to wrath, and I did not relent, says the Lord of hosts, so 
again I have purposed in these days to do good to Jerusalem and to the house of 
Judah; do not be afraid. These are the things that you shall do: Speak the truth to 
one another, render in your gates judgments that are true and make for peace, do 
not devise evil in your hearts against one another, and love no false oath; for all 
these are things that I hate, says the Lord. 
 
The word of the Lord of hosts came to me, saying: Thus says the Lord of hosts: The 
fast of the fourth month, and the fast of the fifth, and the fast of the seventh, and the 
fast of the tenth, shall be seasons of joy and gladness, and cheerful festivals for the 
house of Judah: therefore love truth and peace. 

Zechariah 8:14-19 
 
 
 

T’was the day after Christmas and all through the church  
All the creatures were stirring at the end of their perch.   
Waiting to share what each had received,  
The very fulfillment of all they believed.   
For under the tree the best gift that came  
Was a person, not a package, and JESUS is His name. 
 

 

I trust your Christmas Day was blessed, whether you had a house full of people, or a heart FULL 
of memories and for ALL of us, thankfulness for the best gift.  God with us, always will be, never 
won’t be, God’s very Presence! 

In these past weeks in the book of Zechariah we’ve seen that that’s what the Temple (that glorious 
structure) symbolized for the Jewish people, this presence of God in their midst.     

The people themselves had wandered far from God; yet still they held on to the belief that the 
Temple was where God was; it was where God dwelt!  And when the Temple crumbled by the 
hands of the Babylonians in 587 BC, as did their city of Jerusalem, they were lost.  Even more so 
when God sent them into exile, out of their land.  God took His people out, so He could bring them 
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back in.  And now, they are back in!!  And in our passage today (Zechariah 8:14-19), the prophet 
Zechariah speaks words of encouragement and challenge to them.       

How the Israelites needed encouragement, as a remnant (small group of them) was back home in 
their shattered land, slowly rebuilding the Temple, with enemies still around them.  They had 
reason for discouragement and fear.   And Zechariah brings them those words from the Lord that 
I imagine all of us long to hear.  He says “Be not afraid.” 

Those words are in the Bible 365 times; that’s one for each day of the year!  

“Be not afraid” the angel said to Zechariah, the father-to-be of John the Baptist and to Mary, the 
mother-to-be, of Jesus, and to Shepherds that dark night when they were overwhelmed by God’s 
glory, and then centuries earlier to these Jews back in their homeland. 

“Be not afraid” God says to us when we are in unknown territory. 

And then Zechariah turns to a question the people had been asking; a little delegation was sent to 
Jerusalem for counsel. It concerned the yearly fasts (going without food, separating themselves, 
and repenting), the fasts they had been keeping during their captivity in Babylon and now even 
back in their homeland. There were four of them. In the 4th month of the year, a fast 
commemorating the Babylon’s breaching of Jerusalem city’s walls.  And in the 5th month, a fast 
remembering the destruction of the Temple. And in the 7th month, the murder of their Governor 
Gedaliah. And in the 10th month, a fast commemorating the beginning of Jerusalem’s siege.  

Back in Chapter 7, they ask “Should we mourn and practice abstinence in the 5th month as we have 
done for many years.”  Now that they were rebuilding/restoring the Temple, taking the time to 
mourn and fast over its destruction no longer seemed fitting.      

And the Word of the Lord came to Zechariah, not only about this fast, but about the other 3 as well   
For the Lord says “these fasts of the 4th, 5th,7th and 10th months shall be seasons of joy and gladness, 
and cheerful festivals for the house of Judah.”      

In essence the need for fasting, reliving their sorrows is past.  Fasts shall become Feasts.  How can 
a fast become a festival or a feast?  It’s because they are now a rescued people, and can celebrate 
with thankfulness and joy, something God has miraculously done for them!  

Lord says “I will turn their mourning into Joy, I will comfort them.  I will give them gladness for 
sorrow, a garland instead of ashes, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. (Isaiah) I will 
restore the years the locusts have eaten” Joel 2:25. 

Returning from exile, in Psalm 126 the Psalmist says When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 
we were like those who dream.  Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with 
shouts of joy.” “The Lord has done great things for us; we are glad.”    

This all caused me to reflect on the truth that there is a time for us to move on from our own 
sorrows and regrets, things we may have guilt or shame over, our sin and failure, our painful losses.    
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We know they’ve been part of our past, and in a sense, make us who we are, yet the Lord has 
brought us through.  He has led us, comforted us, provided for us; He has forgiven everything 
we’ve brought to him.  God came at Christmas in order to give His life for us, to bring us tidings 
of comfort and joy.  He calls us to Trust Him even when we can’t understand.  He reminds us that 
He’s got the whole world in his hands.  Gladness and thankfulness and joy enter our lives.  As 
someone said to me yesterday,  “It’s time to party!” 

And as we think back on our lives, God commands us to put onto his strong shoulders, things He 
doesn’t want us to carry anymore, that he might free us for joy.    

I’ve had these things in my life, and I couldn’t help but think of a song the church sang years ago. 
The words go, “I’m trading my sorrows, I’m trading my shame, I’m laying them down for the joy 
of the Lord; I’m trading my sickness, I’m trading my pain, I’m laying them down for the joy of 
the Lord.  Yes, Lord! 

The Lord who says, “For I know the plans I have for you, plans for your good and not for evil, to 
give you a future with hope” (Jeremiah 29:11) 

I appreciate what Bible scholar Elizabeth Achtemeier writes:  

“Faith is always oriented toward the future.  Its gaze lifts up from the sufferings of the present to 
see the glory breaking over the distant horizon.  God’s Kingdom is coming.  And precisely because 
that is true, the people of God have tasks to do.  They are to live in the light of that coming.  They 
are to cast aside the despair and live in certain hope, to forego their resigned inactivity and make 
preparations to receive their Lord, to fit themselves to live with God.”  

“Therefore, love truth and peace,” says the Lord.  There’s always a “therefore” in Scripture (and I 
remember learning we should always ask, “what is the ‘therefore’ there for?”)  God has given us 
His all, and in that all, is the call to love truth and peace.  Such simple words, yet a lifetime to learn 
and to practice them, in our families, in our church, in our communities, and the world.    

And as we set our burdens down, and look forward, I think we can be really free to do this, to love 
truth and peace, and to serve, using what God gives, even the surprises. 

Two days ago, I walked over to Butler and Bailey from my house, and along the way, also walking 
there was my neighbor with her 2-year-old son. “What are you going to the grocery store for?” I 
asked.   She said, “We are making Christmas Cookies and I need some icing!”  At the store, we 
got our things inside, and were standing outside the store afterwards.  She said, “Well, the only 
icing colors left were blue, orange and purple.”   “What are you going to do?” I asked.  She said 
with a big smile, “We are going to use them!”  

I thought to myself, let us not go back to the things we cannot change, but take heart in the change 
God is doing in us and in our world; to move on, to look and live forward into new seasons, into 
the promises, with all God will give.  There will no doubt be orange, blue and purple icing, but 
there will be, in Jesus, Great Joy! 

Amen. 
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“Prepare Him Room:  LOOKING FORWARD!” 
Rev. Rachel Hamburger 
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For thus says the Lord of hosts: Just as I purposed to bring disaster upon you, when 
your ancestors provoked me to wrath, and I did not relent, says the Lord of hosts, so 
again I have purposed in these days to do good to Jerusalem and to the house of 
Judah; do not be afraid. These are the things that you shall do: Speak the truth to 
one another, render in your gates judgments that are true and make for peace, do 
not devise evil in your hearts against one another, and love no false oath; for all 
these are things that I hate, says the Lord. 
 
The word of the Lord of hosts came to me, saying: Thus says the Lord of hosts: The 
fast of the fourth month, and the fast of the fifth, and the fast of the seventh, and the 
fast of the tenth, shall be seasons of joy and gladness, and cheerful festivals for the 
house of Judah: therefore love truth and peace. 

Zechariah 8:14-19 
 
 
 

T’was the day after Christmas and all through the church  
All the creatures were stirring at the end of their perch.   
Waiting to share what each had received,  
The very fulfillment of all they believed.   
For under the tree the best gift that came  
Was a person, not a package, and JESUS is His name. 
 

 

I trust your Christmas Day was blessed, whether you had a house full of people, or a heart FULL 
of memories and for ALL of us, thankfulness for the best gift.  God with us, always will be, never 
won’t be, God’s very Presence! 

In these past weeks in the book of Zechariah we’ve seen that that’s what the Temple (that glorious 
structure) symbolized for the Jewish people, this presence of God in their midst.     

The people themselves had wandered far from God; yet still they held on to the belief that the 
Temple was where God was; it was where God dwelt!  And when the Temple crumbled by the 
hands of the Babylonians in 587 BC, as did their city of Jerusalem, they were lost.  Even more so 
when God sent them into exile, out of their land.  God took His people out, so He could bring them 
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back in.  And now, they are back in!!  And in our passage today (Zechariah 8:14-19), the prophet 
Zechariah speaks words of encouragement and challenge to them.       

How the Israelites needed encouragement, as a remnant (small group of them) was back home in 
their shattered land, slowly rebuilding the Temple, with enemies still around them.  They had 
reason for discouragement and fear.   And Zechariah brings them those words from the Lord that 
I imagine all of us long to hear.  He says “Be not afraid.” 

Those words are in the Bible 365 times; that’s one for each day of the year!  

“Be not afraid” the angel said to Zechariah, the father-to-be of John the Baptist and to Mary, the 
mother-to-be, of Jesus, and to Shepherds that dark night when they were overwhelmed by God’s 
glory, and then centuries earlier to these Jews back in their homeland. 

“Be not afraid” God says to us when we are in unknown territory. 

And then Zechariah turns to a question the people had been asking; a little delegation was sent to 
Jerusalem for counsel. It concerned the yearly fasts (going without food, separating themselves, 
and repenting), the fasts they had been keeping during their captivity in Babylon and now even 
back in their homeland. There were four of them. In the 4th month of the year, a fast 
commemorating the Babylon’s breaching of Jerusalem city’s walls.  And in the 5th month, a fast 
remembering the destruction of the Temple. And in the 7th month, the murder of their Governor 
Gedaliah. And in the 10th month, a fast commemorating the beginning of Jerusalem’s siege.  

Back in Chapter 7, they ask “Should we mourn and practice abstinence in the 5th month as we have 
done for many years.”  Now that they were rebuilding/restoring the Temple, taking the time to 
mourn and fast over its destruction no longer seemed fitting.      

And the Word of the Lord came to Zechariah, not only about this fast, but about the other 3 as well   
For the Lord says “these fasts of the 4th, 5th,7th and 10th months shall be seasons of joy and gladness, 
and cheerful festivals for the house of Judah.”      

In essence the need for fasting, reliving their sorrows is past.  Fasts shall become Feasts.  How can 
a fast become a festival or a feast?  It’s because they are now a rescued people, and can celebrate 
with thankfulness and joy, something God has miraculously done for them!  

Lord says “I will turn their mourning into Joy, I will comfort them.  I will give them gladness for 
sorrow, a garland instead of ashes, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. (Isaiah) I will 
restore the years the locusts have eaten” Joel 2:25. 

Returning from exile, in Psalm 126 the Psalmist says When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 
we were like those who dream.  Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with 
shouts of joy.” “The Lord has done great things for us; we are glad.”    

This all caused me to reflect on the truth that there is a time for us to move on from our own 
sorrows and regrets, things we may have guilt or shame over, our sin and failure, our painful losses.    
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We know they’ve been part of our past, and in a sense, make us who we are, yet the Lord has 
brought us through.  He has led us, comforted us, provided for us; He has forgiven everything 
we’ve brought to him.  God came at Christmas in order to give His life for us, to bring us tidings 
of comfort and joy.  He calls us to Trust Him even when we can’t understand.  He reminds us that 
He’s got the whole world in his hands.  Gladness and thankfulness and joy enter our lives.  As 
someone said to me yesterday,  “It’s time to party!” 

And as we think back on our lives, God commands us to put onto his strong shoulders, things He 
doesn’t want us to carry anymore, that he might free us for joy.    

I’ve had these things in my life, and I couldn’t help but think of a song the church sang years ago. 
The words go, “I’m trading my sorrows, I’m trading my shame, I’m laying them down for the joy 
of the Lord; I’m trading my sickness, I’m trading my pain, I’m laying them down for the joy of 
the Lord.  Yes, Lord! 

The Lord who says, “For I know the plans I have for you, plans for your good and not for evil, to 
give you a future with hope” (Jeremiah 29:11) 

I appreciate what Bible scholar Elizabeth Achtemeier writes:  

“Faith is always oriented toward the future.  Its gaze lifts up from the sufferings of the present to 
see the glory breaking over the distant horizon.  God’s Kingdom is coming.  And precisely because 
that is true, the people of God have tasks to do.  They are to live in the light of that coming.  They 
are to cast aside the despair and live in certain hope, to forego their resigned inactivity and make 
preparations to receive their Lord, to fit themselves to live with God.”  

“Therefore, love truth and peace,” says the Lord.  There’s always a “therefore” in Scripture (and I 
remember learning we should always ask, “what is the ‘therefore’ there for?”)  God has given us 
His all, and in that all, is the call to love truth and peace.  Such simple words, yet a lifetime to learn 
and to practice them, in our families, in our church, in our communities, and the world.    

And as we set our burdens down, and look forward, I think we can be really free to do this, to love 
truth and peace, and to serve, using what God gives, even the surprises. 

Two days ago, I walked over to Butler and Bailey from my house, and along the way, also walking 
there was my neighbor with her 2-year-old son. “What are you going to the grocery store for?” I 
asked.   She said, “We are making Christmas Cookies and I need some icing!”  At the store, we 
got our things inside, and were standing outside the store afterwards.  She said, “Well, the only 
icing colors left were blue, orange and purple.”   “What are you going to do?” I asked.  She said 
with a big smile, “We are going to use them!”  

I thought to myself, let us not go back to the things we cannot change, but take heart in the change 
God is doing in us and in our world; to move on, to look and live forward into new seasons, into 
the promises, with all God will give.  There will no doubt be orange, blue and purple icing, but 
there will be, in Jesus, Great Joy! 

Amen. 
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For thus says the Lord of hosts: Just as I purposed to bring disaster upon you, when 
your ancestors provoked me to wrath, and I did not relent, says the Lord of hosts, so 
again I have purposed in these days to do good to Jerusalem and to the house of 
Judah; do not be afraid. These are the things that you shall do: Speak the truth to 
one another, render in your gates judgments that are true and make for peace, do 
not devise evil in your hearts against one another, and love no false oath; for all 
these are things that I hate, says the Lord. 
 
The word of the Lord of hosts came to me, saying: Thus says the Lord of hosts: The 
fast of the fourth month, and the fast of the fifth, and the fast of the seventh, and the 
fast of the tenth, shall be seasons of joy and gladness, and cheerful festivals for the 
house of Judah: therefore love truth and peace. 

Zechariah 8:14-19 
 
 
 

T’was the day after Christmas and all through the church  
All the creatures were stirring at the end of their perch.   
Waiting to share what each had received,  
The very fulfillment of all they believed.   
For under the tree the best gift that came  
Was a person, not a package, and JESUS is His name. 
 

 

I trust your Christmas Day was blessed, whether you had a house full of people, or a heart FULL 
of memories and for ALL of us, thankfulness for the best gift.  God with us, always will be, never 
won’t be, God’s very Presence! 

In these past weeks in the book of Zechariah we’ve seen that that’s what the Temple (that glorious 
structure) symbolized for the Jewish people, this presence of God in their midst.     

The people themselves had wandered far from God; yet still they held on to the belief that the 
Temple was where God was; it was where God dwelt!  And when the Temple crumbled by the 
hands of the Babylonians in 587 BC, as did their city of Jerusalem, they were lost.  Even more so 
when God sent them into exile, out of their land.  God took His people out, so He could bring them 
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back in.  And now, they are back in!!  And in our passage today (Zechariah 8:14-19), the prophet 
Zechariah speaks words of encouragement and challenge to them.       

How the Israelites needed encouragement, as a remnant (small group of them) was back home in 
their shattered land, slowly rebuilding the Temple, with enemies still around them.  They had 
reason for discouragement and fear.   And Zechariah brings them those words from the Lord that 
I imagine all of us long to hear.  He says “Be not afraid.” 

Those words are in the Bible 365 times; that’s one for each day of the year!  

“Be not afraid” the angel said to Zechariah, the father-to-be of John the Baptist and to Mary, the 
mother-to-be, of Jesus, and to Shepherds that dark night when they were overwhelmed by God’s 
glory, and then centuries earlier to these Jews back in their homeland. 

“Be not afraid” God says to us when we are in unknown territory. 

And then Zechariah turns to a question the people had been asking; a little delegation was sent to 
Jerusalem for counsel. It concerned the yearly fasts (going without food, separating themselves, 
and repenting), the fasts they had been keeping during their captivity in Babylon and now even 
back in their homeland. There were four of them. In the 4th month of the year, a fast 
commemorating the Babylon’s breaching of Jerusalem city’s walls.  And in the 5th month, a fast 
remembering the destruction of the Temple. And in the 7th month, the murder of their Governor 
Gedaliah. And in the 10th month, a fast commemorating the beginning of Jerusalem’s siege.  

Back in Chapter 7, they ask “Should we mourn and practice abstinence in the 5th month as we have 
done for many years.”  Now that they were rebuilding/restoring the Temple, taking the time to 
mourn and fast over its destruction no longer seemed fitting.      

And the Word of the Lord came to Zechariah, not only about this fast, but about the other 3 as well   
For the Lord says “these fasts of the 4th, 5th,7th and 10th months shall be seasons of joy and gladness, 
and cheerful festivals for the house of Judah.”      

In essence the need for fasting, reliving their sorrows is past.  Fasts shall become Feasts.  How can 
a fast become a festival or a feast?  It’s because they are now a rescued people, and can celebrate 
with thankfulness and joy, something God has miraculously done for them!  

Lord says “I will turn their mourning into Joy, I will comfort them.  I will give them gladness for 
sorrow, a garland instead of ashes, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. (Isaiah) I will 
restore the years the locusts have eaten” Joel 2:25. 

Returning from exile, in Psalm 126 the Psalmist says When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 
we were like those who dream.  Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with 
shouts of joy.” “The Lord has done great things for us; we are glad.”    

This all caused me to reflect on the truth that there is a time for us to move on from our own 
sorrows and regrets, things we may have guilt or shame over, our sin and failure, our painful losses.    
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We know they’ve been part of our past, and in a sense, make us who we are, yet the Lord has 
brought us through.  He has led us, comforted us, provided for us; He has forgiven everything 
we’ve brought to him.  God came at Christmas in order to give His life for us, to bring us tidings 
of comfort and joy.  He calls us to Trust Him even when we can’t understand.  He reminds us that 
He’s got the whole world in his hands.  Gladness and thankfulness and joy enter our lives.  As 
someone said to me yesterday,  “It’s time to party!” 

And as we think back on our lives, God commands us to put onto his strong shoulders, things He 
doesn’t want us to carry anymore, that he might free us for joy.    

I’ve had these things in my life, and I couldn’t help but think of a song the church sang years ago. 
The words go, “I’m trading my sorrows, I’m trading my shame, I’m laying them down for the joy 
of the Lord; I’m trading my sickness, I’m trading my pain, I’m laying them down for the joy of 
the Lord.  Yes, Lord! 

The Lord who says, “For I know the plans I have for you, plans for your good and not for evil, to 
give you a future with hope” (Jeremiah 29:11) 

I appreciate what Bible scholar Elizabeth Achtemeier writes:  

“Faith is always oriented toward the future.  Its gaze lifts up from the sufferings of the present to 
see the glory breaking over the distant horizon.  God’s Kingdom is coming.  And precisely because 
that is true, the people of God have tasks to do.  They are to live in the light of that coming.  They 
are to cast aside the despair and live in certain hope, to forego their resigned inactivity and make 
preparations to receive their Lord, to fit themselves to live with God.”  

“Therefore, love truth and peace,” says the Lord.  There’s always a “therefore” in Scripture (and I 
remember learning we should always ask, “what is the ‘therefore’ there for?”)  God has given us 
His all, and in that all, is the call to love truth and peace.  Such simple words, yet a lifetime to learn 
and to practice them, in our families, in our church, in our communities, and the world.    

And as we set our burdens down, and look forward, I think we can be really free to do this, to love 
truth and peace, and to serve, using what God gives, even the surprises. 

Two days ago, I walked over to Butler and Bailey from my house, and along the way, also walking 
there was my neighbor with her 2-year-old son. “What are you going to the grocery store for?” I 
asked.   She said, “We are making Christmas Cookies and I need some icing!”  At the store, we 
got our things inside, and were standing outside the store afterwards.  She said, “Well, the only 
icing colors left were blue, orange and purple.”   “What are you going to do?” I asked.  She said 
with a big smile, “We are going to use them!”  

I thought to myself, let us not go back to the things we cannot change, but take heart in the change 
God is doing in us and in our world; to move on, to look and live forward into new seasons, into 
the promises, with all God will give.  There will no doubt be orange, blue and purple icing, but 
there will be, in Jesus, Great Joy! 

Amen. 
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For thus says the Lord of hosts: Just as I purposed to bring disaster upon you, when 
your ancestors provoked me to wrath, and I did not relent, says the Lord of hosts, so 
again I have purposed in these days to do good to Jerusalem and to the house of 
Judah; do not be afraid. These are the things that you shall do: Speak the truth to 
one another, render in your gates judgments that are true and make for peace, do 
not devise evil in your hearts against one another, and love no false oath; for all 
these are things that I hate, says the Lord. 
 
The word of the Lord of hosts came to me, saying: Thus says the Lord of hosts: The 
fast of the fourth month, and the fast of the fifth, and the fast of the seventh, and the 
fast of the tenth, shall be seasons of joy and gladness, and cheerful festivals for the 
house of Judah: therefore love truth and peace. 

Zechariah 8:14-19 
 
 
 

T’was the day after Christmas and all through the church  
All the creatures were stirring at the end of their perch.   
Waiting to share what each had received,  
The very fulfillment of all they believed.   
For under the tree the best gift that came  
Was a person, not a package, and JESUS is His name. 
 

 

I trust your Christmas Day was blessed, whether you had a house full of people, or a heart FULL 
of memories and for ALL of us, thankfulness for the best gift.  God with us, always will be, never 
won’t be, God’s very Presence! 

In these past weeks in the book of Zechariah we’ve seen that that’s what the Temple (that glorious 
structure) symbolized for the Jewish people, this presence of God in their midst.     

The people themselves had wandered far from God; yet still they held on to the belief that the 
Temple was where God was; it was where God dwelt!  And when the Temple crumbled by the 
hands of the Babylonians in 587 BC, as did their city of Jerusalem, they were lost.  Even more so 
when God sent them into exile, out of their land.  God took His people out, so He could bring them 
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back in.  And now, they are back in!!  And in our passage today (Zechariah 8:14-19), the prophet 
Zechariah speaks words of encouragement and challenge to them.       

How the Israelites needed encouragement, as a remnant (small group of them) was back home in 
their shattered land, slowly rebuilding the Temple, with enemies still around them.  They had 
reason for discouragement and fear.   And Zechariah brings them those words from the Lord that 
I imagine all of us long to hear.  He says “Be not afraid.” 

Those words are in the Bible 365 times; that’s one for each day of the year!  

“Be not afraid” the angel said to Zechariah, the father-to-be of John the Baptist and to Mary, the 
mother-to-be, of Jesus, and to Shepherds that dark night when they were overwhelmed by God’s 
glory, and then centuries earlier to these Jews back in their homeland. 

“Be not afraid” God says to us when we are in unknown territory. 

And then Zechariah turns to a question the people had been asking; a little delegation was sent to 
Jerusalem for counsel. It concerned the yearly fasts (going without food, separating themselves, 
and repenting), the fasts they had been keeping during their captivity in Babylon and now even 
back in their homeland. There were four of them. In the 4th month of the year, a fast 
commemorating the Babylon’s breaching of Jerusalem city’s walls.  And in the 5th month, a fast 
remembering the destruction of the Temple. And in the 7th month, the murder of their Governor 
Gedaliah. And in the 10th month, a fast commemorating the beginning of Jerusalem’s siege.  

Back in Chapter 7, they ask “Should we mourn and practice abstinence in the 5th month as we have 
done for many years.”  Now that they were rebuilding/restoring the Temple, taking the time to 
mourn and fast over its destruction no longer seemed fitting.      

And the Word of the Lord came to Zechariah, not only about this fast, but about the other 3 as well   
For the Lord says “these fasts of the 4th, 5th,7th and 10th months shall be seasons of joy and gladness, 
and cheerful festivals for the house of Judah.”      

In essence the need for fasting, reliving their sorrows is past.  Fasts shall become Feasts.  How can 
a fast become a festival or a feast?  It’s because they are now a rescued people, and can celebrate 
with thankfulness and joy, something God has miraculously done for them!  

Lord says “I will turn their mourning into Joy, I will comfort them.  I will give them gladness for 
sorrow, a garland instead of ashes, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. (Isaiah) I will 
restore the years the locusts have eaten” Joel 2:25. 

Returning from exile, in Psalm 126 the Psalmist says When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 
we were like those who dream.  Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with 
shouts of joy.” “The Lord has done great things for us; we are glad.”    

This all caused me to reflect on the truth that there is a time for us to move on from our own 
sorrows and regrets, things we may have guilt or shame over, our sin and failure, our painful losses.    
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We know they’ve been part of our past, and in a sense, make us who we are, yet the Lord has 
brought us through.  He has led us, comforted us, provided for us; He has forgiven everything 
we’ve brought to him.  God came at Christmas in order to give His life for us, to bring us tidings 
of comfort and joy.  He calls us to Trust Him even when we can’t understand.  He reminds us that 
He’s got the whole world in his hands.  Gladness and thankfulness and joy enter our lives.  As 
someone said to me yesterday,  “It’s time to party!” 

And as we think back on our lives, God commands us to put onto his strong shoulders, things He 
doesn’t want us to carry anymore, that he might free us for joy.    

I’ve had these things in my life, and I couldn’t help but think of a song the church sang years ago. 
The words go, “I’m trading my sorrows, I’m trading my shame, I’m laying them down for the joy 
of the Lord; I’m trading my sickness, I’m trading my pain, I’m laying them down for the joy of 
the Lord.  Yes, Lord! 

The Lord who says, “For I know the plans I have for you, plans for your good and not for evil, to 
give you a future with hope” (Jeremiah 29:11) 

I appreciate what Bible scholar Elizabeth Achtemeier writes:  

“Faith is always oriented toward the future.  Its gaze lifts up from the sufferings of the present to 
see the glory breaking over the distant horizon.  God’s Kingdom is coming.  And precisely because 
that is true, the people of God have tasks to do.  They are to live in the light of that coming.  They 
are to cast aside the despair and live in certain hope, to forego their resigned inactivity and make 
preparations to receive their Lord, to fit themselves to live with God.”  

“Therefore, love truth and peace,” says the Lord.  There’s always a “therefore” in Scripture (and I 
remember learning we should always ask, “what is the ‘therefore’ there for?”)  God has given us 
His all, and in that all, is the call to love truth and peace.  Such simple words, yet a lifetime to learn 
and to practice them, in our families, in our church, in our communities, and the world.    

And as we set our burdens down, and look forward, I think we can be really free to do this, to love 
truth and peace, and to serve, using what God gives, even the surprises. 

Two days ago, I walked over to Butler and Bailey from my house, and along the way, also walking 
there was my neighbor with her 2-year-old son. “What are you going to the grocery store for?” I 
asked.   She said, “We are making Christmas Cookies and I need some icing!”  At the store, we 
got our things inside, and were standing outside the store afterwards.  She said, “Well, the only 
icing colors left were blue, orange and purple.”   “What are you going to do?” I asked.  She said 
with a big smile, “We are going to use them!”  

I thought to myself, let us not go back to the things we cannot change, but take heart in the change 
God is doing in us and in our world; to move on, to look and live forward into new seasons, into 
the promises, with all God will give.  There will no doubt be orange, blue and purple icing, but 
there will be, in Jesus, Great Joy! 

Amen. 
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For thus says the Lord of hosts: Just as I purposed to bring disaster upon you, when 
your ancestors provoked me to wrath, and I did not relent, says the Lord of hosts, so 
again I have purposed in these days to do good to Jerusalem and to the house of 
Judah; do not be afraid. These are the things that you shall do: Speak the truth to 
one another, render in your gates judgments that are true and make for peace, do 
not devise evil in your hearts against one another, and love no false oath; for all 
these are things that I hate, says the Lord. 
 
The word of the Lord of hosts came to me, saying: Thus says the Lord of hosts: The 
fast of the fourth month, and the fast of the fifth, and the fast of the seventh, and the 
fast of the tenth, shall be seasons of joy and gladness, and cheerful festivals for the 
house of Judah: therefore love truth and peace. 

Zechariah 8:14-19 
 
 
 

T’was the day after Christmas and all through the church  
All the creatures were stirring at the end of their perch.   
Waiting to share what each had received,  
The very fulfillment of all they believed.   
For under the tree the best gift that came  
Was a person, not a package, and JESUS is His name. 
 

 

I trust your Christmas Day was blessed, whether you had a house full of people, or a heart FULL 
of memories and for ALL of us, thankfulness for the best gift.  God with us, always will be, never 
won’t be, God’s very Presence! 

In these past weeks in the book of Zechariah we’ve seen that that’s what the Temple (that glorious 
structure) symbolized for the Jewish people, this presence of God in their midst.     

The people themselves had wandered far from God; yet still they held on to the belief that the 
Temple was where God was; it was where God dwelt!  And when the Temple crumbled by the 
hands of the Babylonians in 587 BC, as did their city of Jerusalem, they were lost.  Even more so 
when God sent them into exile, out of their land.  God took His people out, so He could bring them 
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back in.  And now, they are back in!!  And in our passage today (Zechariah 8:14-19), the prophet 
Zechariah speaks words of encouragement and challenge to them.       

How the Israelites needed encouragement, as a remnant (small group of them) was back home in 
their shattered land, slowly rebuilding the Temple, with enemies still around them.  They had 
reason for discouragement and fear.   And Zechariah brings them those words from the Lord that 
I imagine all of us long to hear.  He says “Be not afraid.” 

Those words are in the Bible 365 times; that’s one for each day of the year!  

“Be not afraid” the angel said to Zechariah, the father-to-be of John the Baptist and to Mary, the 
mother-to-be, of Jesus, and to Shepherds that dark night when they were overwhelmed by God’s 
glory, and then centuries earlier to these Jews back in their homeland. 

“Be not afraid” God says to us when we are in unknown territory. 

And then Zechariah turns to a question the people had been asking; a little delegation was sent to 
Jerusalem for counsel. It concerned the yearly fasts (going without food, separating themselves, 
and repenting), the fasts they had been keeping during their captivity in Babylon and now even 
back in their homeland. There were four of them. In the 4th month of the year, a fast 
commemorating the Babylon’s breaching of Jerusalem city’s walls.  And in the 5th month, a fast 
remembering the destruction of the Temple. And in the 7th month, the murder of their Governor 
Gedaliah. And in the 10th month, a fast commemorating the beginning of Jerusalem’s siege.  

Back in Chapter 7, they ask “Should we mourn and practice abstinence in the 5th month as we have 
done for many years.”  Now that they were rebuilding/restoring the Temple, taking the time to 
mourn and fast over its destruction no longer seemed fitting.      

And the Word of the Lord came to Zechariah, not only about this fast, but about the other 3 as well   
For the Lord says “these fasts of the 4th, 5th,7th and 10th months shall be seasons of joy and gladness, 
and cheerful festivals for the house of Judah.”      

In essence the need for fasting, reliving their sorrows is past.  Fasts shall become Feasts.  How can 
a fast become a festival or a feast?  It’s because they are now a rescued people, and can celebrate 
with thankfulness and joy, something God has miraculously done for them!  

Lord says “I will turn their mourning into Joy, I will comfort them.  I will give them gladness for 
sorrow, a garland instead of ashes, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. (Isaiah) I will 
restore the years the locusts have eaten” Joel 2:25. 

Returning from exile, in Psalm 126 the Psalmist says When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 
we were like those who dream.  Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with 
shouts of joy.” “The Lord has done great things for us; we are glad.”    

This all caused me to reflect on the truth that there is a time for us to move on from our own 
sorrows and regrets, things we may have guilt or shame over, our sin and failure, our painful losses.    
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We know they’ve been part of our past, and in a sense, make us who we are, yet the Lord has 
brought us through.  He has led us, comforted us, provided for us; He has forgiven everything 
we’ve brought to him.  God came at Christmas in order to give His life for us, to bring us tidings 
of comfort and joy.  He calls us to Trust Him even when we can’t understand.  He reminds us that 
He’s got the whole world in his hands.  Gladness and thankfulness and joy enter our lives.  As 
someone said to me yesterday,  “It’s time to party!” 

And as we think back on our lives, God commands us to put onto his strong shoulders, things He 
doesn’t want us to carry anymore, that he might free us for joy.    

I’ve had these things in my life, and I couldn’t help but think of a song the church sang years ago. 
The words go, “I’m trading my sorrows, I’m trading my shame, I’m laying them down for the joy 
of the Lord; I’m trading my sickness, I’m trading my pain, I’m laying them down for the joy of 
the Lord.  Yes, Lord! 

The Lord who says, “For I know the plans I have for you, plans for your good and not for evil, to 
give you a future with hope” (Jeremiah 29:11) 

I appreciate what Bible scholar Elizabeth Achtemeier writes:  

“Faith is always oriented toward the future.  Its gaze lifts up from the sufferings of the present to 
see the glory breaking over the distant horizon.  God’s Kingdom is coming.  And precisely because 
that is true, the people of God have tasks to do.  They are to live in the light of that coming.  They 
are to cast aside the despair and live in certain hope, to forego their resigned inactivity and make 
preparations to receive their Lord, to fit themselves to live with God.”  

“Therefore, love truth and peace,” says the Lord.  There’s always a “therefore” in Scripture (and I 
remember learning we should always ask, “what is the ‘therefore’ there for?”)  God has given us 
His all, and in that all, is the call to love truth and peace.  Such simple words, yet a lifetime to learn 
and to practice them, in our families, in our church, in our communities, and the world.    

And as we set our burdens down, and look forward, I think we can be really free to do this, to love 
truth and peace, and to serve, using what God gives, even the surprises. 

Two days ago, I walked over to Butler and Bailey from my house, and along the way, also walking 
there was my neighbor with her 2-year-old son. “What are you going to the grocery store for?” I 
asked.   She said, “We are making Christmas Cookies and I need some icing!”  At the store, we 
got our things inside, and were standing outside the store afterwards.  She said, “Well, the only 
icing colors left were blue, orange and purple.”   “What are you going to do?” I asked.  She said 
with a big smile, “We are going to use them!”  

I thought to myself, let us not go back to the things we cannot change, but take heart in the change 
God is doing in us and in our world; to move on, to look and live forward into new seasons, into 
the promises, with all God will give.  There will no doubt be orange, blue and purple icing, but 
there will be, in Jesus, Great Joy! 

Amen. 
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For thus says the Lord of hosts: Just as I purposed to bring disaster upon you, when 
your ancestors provoked me to wrath, and I did not relent, says the Lord of hosts, so 
again I have purposed in these days to do good to Jerusalem and to the house of 
Judah; do not be afraid. These are the things that you shall do: Speak the truth to 
one another, render in your gates judgments that are true and make for peace, do 
not devise evil in your hearts against one another, and love no false oath; for all 
these are things that I hate, says the Lord. 
 
The word of the Lord of hosts came to me, saying: Thus says the Lord of hosts: The 
fast of the fourth month, and the fast of the fifth, and the fast of the seventh, and the 
fast of the tenth, shall be seasons of joy and gladness, and cheerful festivals for the 
house of Judah: therefore love truth and peace. 

Zechariah 8:14-19 
 
 
 

T’was the day after Christmas and all through the church  
All the creatures were stirring at the end of their perch.   
Waiting to share what each had received,  
The very fulfillment of all they believed.   
For under the tree the best gift that came  
Was a person, not a package, and JESUS is His name. 
 

 

I trust your Christmas Day was blessed, whether you had a house full of people, or a heart FULL 
of memories and for ALL of us, thankfulness for the best gift.  God with us, always will be, never 
won’t be, God’s very Presence! 

In these past weeks in the book of Zechariah we’ve seen that that’s what the Temple (that glorious 
structure) symbolized for the Jewish people, this presence of God in their midst.     

The people themselves had wandered far from God; yet still they held on to the belief that the 
Temple was where God was; it was where God dwelt!  And when the Temple crumbled by the 
hands of the Babylonians in 587 BC, as did their city of Jerusalem, they were lost.  Even more so 
when God sent them into exile, out of their land.  God took His people out, so He could bring them 
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back in.  And now, they are back in!!  And in our passage today (Zechariah 8:14-19), the prophet 
Zechariah speaks words of encouragement and challenge to them.       

How the Israelites needed encouragement, as a remnant (small group of them) was back home in 
their shattered land, slowly rebuilding the Temple, with enemies still around them.  They had 
reason for discouragement and fear.   And Zechariah brings them those words from the Lord that 
I imagine all of us long to hear.  He says “Be not afraid.” 

Those words are in the Bible 365 times; that’s one for each day of the year!  

“Be not afraid” the angel said to Zechariah, the father-to-be of John the Baptist and to Mary, the 
mother-to-be, of Jesus, and to Shepherds that dark night when they were overwhelmed by God’s 
glory, and then centuries earlier to these Jews back in their homeland. 

“Be not afraid” God says to us when we are in unknown territory. 

And then Zechariah turns to a question the people had been asking; a little delegation was sent to 
Jerusalem for counsel. It concerned the yearly fasts (going without food, separating themselves, 
and repenting), the fasts they had been keeping during their captivity in Babylon and now even 
back in their homeland. There were four of them. In the 4th month of the year, a fast 
commemorating the Babylon’s breaching of Jerusalem city’s walls.  And in the 5th month, a fast 
remembering the destruction of the Temple. And in the 7th month, the murder of their Governor 
Gedaliah. And in the 10th month, a fast commemorating the beginning of Jerusalem’s siege.  

Back in Chapter 7, they ask “Should we mourn and practice abstinence in the 5th month as we have 
done for many years.”  Now that they were rebuilding/restoring the Temple, taking the time to 
mourn and fast over its destruction no longer seemed fitting.      

And the Word of the Lord came to Zechariah, not only about this fast, but about the other 3 as well   
For the Lord says “these fasts of the 4th, 5th,7th and 10th months shall be seasons of joy and gladness, 
and cheerful festivals for the house of Judah.”      

In essence the need for fasting, reliving their sorrows is past.  Fasts shall become Feasts.  How can 
a fast become a festival or a feast?  It’s because they are now a rescued people, and can celebrate 
with thankfulness and joy, something God has miraculously done for them!  

Lord says “I will turn their mourning into Joy, I will comfort them.  I will give them gladness for 
sorrow, a garland instead of ashes, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. (Isaiah) I will 
restore the years the locusts have eaten” Joel 2:25. 

Returning from exile, in Psalm 126 the Psalmist says When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 
we were like those who dream.  Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with 
shouts of joy.” “The Lord has done great things for us; we are glad.”    

This all caused me to reflect on the truth that there is a time for us to move on from our own 
sorrows and regrets, things we may have guilt or shame over, our sin and failure, our painful losses.    
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We know they’ve been part of our past, and in a sense, make us who we are, yet the Lord has 
brought us through.  He has led us, comforted us, provided for us; He has forgiven everything 
we’ve brought to him.  God came at Christmas in order to give His life for us, to bring us tidings 
of comfort and joy.  He calls us to Trust Him even when we can’t understand.  He reminds us that 
He’s got the whole world in his hands.  Gladness and thankfulness and joy enter our lives.  As 
someone said to me yesterday,  “It’s time to party!” 

And as we think back on our lives, God commands us to put onto his strong shoulders, things He 
doesn’t want us to carry anymore, that he might free us for joy.    

I’ve had these things in my life, and I couldn’t help but think of a song the church sang years ago. 
The words go, “I’m trading my sorrows, I’m trading my shame, I’m laying them down for the joy 
of the Lord; I’m trading my sickness, I’m trading my pain, I’m laying them down for the joy of 
the Lord.  Yes, Lord! 

The Lord who says, “For I know the plans I have for you, plans for your good and not for evil, to 
give you a future with hope” (Jeremiah 29:11) 

I appreciate what Bible scholar Elizabeth Achtemeier writes:  

“Faith is always oriented toward the future.  Its gaze lifts up from the sufferings of the present to 
see the glory breaking over the distant horizon.  God’s Kingdom is coming.  And precisely because 
that is true, the people of God have tasks to do.  They are to live in the light of that coming.  They 
are to cast aside the despair and live in certain hope, to forego their resigned inactivity and make 
preparations to receive their Lord, to fit themselves to live with God.”  

“Therefore, love truth and peace,” says the Lord.  There’s always a “therefore” in Scripture (and I 
remember learning we should always ask, “what is the ‘therefore’ there for?”)  God has given us 
His all, and in that all, is the call to love truth and peace.  Such simple words, yet a lifetime to learn 
and to practice them, in our families, in our church, in our communities, and the world.    

And as we set our burdens down, and look forward, I think we can be really free to do this, to love 
truth and peace, and to serve, using what God gives, even the surprises. 

Two days ago, I walked over to Butler and Bailey from my house, and along the way, also walking 
there was my neighbor with her 2-year-old son. “What are you going to the grocery store for?” I 
asked.   She said, “We are making Christmas Cookies and I need some icing!”  At the store, we 
got our things inside, and were standing outside the store afterwards.  She said, “Well, the only 
icing colors left were blue, orange and purple.”   “What are you going to do?” I asked.  She said 
with a big smile, “We are going to use them!”  

I thought to myself, let us not go back to the things we cannot change, but take heart in the change 
God is doing in us and in our world; to move on, to look and live forward into new seasons, into 
the promises, with all God will give.  There will no doubt be orange, blue and purple icing, but 
there will be, in Jesus, Great Joy! 

Amen. 
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For thus says the Lord of hosts: Just as I purposed to bring disaster upon you, when 
your ancestors provoked me to wrath, and I did not relent, says the Lord of hosts, so 
again I have purposed in these days to do good to Jerusalem and to the house of 
Judah; do not be afraid. These are the things that you shall do: Speak the truth to 
one another, render in your gates judgments that are true and make for peace, do 
not devise evil in your hearts against one another, and love no false oath; for all 
these are things that I hate, says the Lord. 
 
The word of the Lord of hosts came to me, saying: Thus says the Lord of hosts: The 
fast of the fourth month, and the fast of the fifth, and the fast of the seventh, and the 
fast of the tenth, shall be seasons of joy and gladness, and cheerful festivals for the 
house of Judah: therefore love truth and peace. 

Zechariah 8:14-19 
 
 
 

T’was the day after Christmas and all through the church  
All the creatures were stirring at the end of their perch.   
Waiting to share what each had received,  
The very fulfillment of all they believed.   
For under the tree the best gift that came  
Was a person, not a package, and JESUS is His name. 
 

 

I trust your Christmas Day was blessed, whether you had a house full of people, or a heart FULL 
of memories and for ALL of us, thankfulness for the best gift.  God with us, always will be, never 
won’t be, God’s very Presence! 

In these past weeks in the book of Zechariah we’ve seen that that’s what the Temple (that glorious 
structure) symbolized for the Jewish people, this presence of God in their midst.     

The people themselves had wandered far from God; yet still they held on to the belief that the 
Temple was where God was; it was where God dwelt!  And when the Temple crumbled by the 
hands of the Babylonians in 587 BC, as did their city of Jerusalem, they were lost.  Even more so 
when God sent them into exile, out of their land.  God took His people out, so He could bring them 
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back in.  And now, they are back in!!  And in our passage today (Zechariah 8:14-19), the prophet 
Zechariah speaks words of encouragement and challenge to them.       

How the Israelites needed encouragement, as a remnant (small group of them) was back home in 
their shattered land, slowly rebuilding the Temple, with enemies still around them.  They had 
reason for discouragement and fear.   And Zechariah brings them those words from the Lord that 
I imagine all of us long to hear.  He says “Be not afraid.” 

Those words are in the Bible 365 times; that’s one for each day of the year!  

“Be not afraid” the angel said to Zechariah, the father-to-be of John the Baptist and to Mary, the 
mother-to-be, of Jesus, and to Shepherds that dark night when they were overwhelmed by God’s 
glory, and then centuries earlier to these Jews back in their homeland. 

“Be not afraid” God says to us when we are in unknown territory. 

And then Zechariah turns to a question the people had been asking; a little delegation was sent to 
Jerusalem for counsel. It concerned the yearly fasts (going without food, separating themselves, 
and repenting), the fasts they had been keeping during their captivity in Babylon and now even 
back in their homeland. There were four of them. In the 4th month of the year, a fast 
commemorating the Babylon’s breaching of Jerusalem city’s walls.  And in the 5th month, a fast 
remembering the destruction of the Temple. And in the 7th month, the murder of their Governor 
Gedaliah. And in the 10th month, a fast commemorating the beginning of Jerusalem’s siege.  

Back in Chapter 7, they ask “Should we mourn and practice abstinence in the 5th month as we have 
done for many years.”  Now that they were rebuilding/restoring the Temple, taking the time to 
mourn and fast over its destruction no longer seemed fitting.      

And the Word of the Lord came to Zechariah, not only about this fast, but about the other 3 as well   
For the Lord says “these fasts of the 4th, 5th,7th and 10th months shall be seasons of joy and gladness, 
and cheerful festivals for the house of Judah.”      

In essence the need for fasting, reliving their sorrows is past.  Fasts shall become Feasts.  How can 
a fast become a festival or a feast?  It’s because they are now a rescued people, and can celebrate 
with thankfulness and joy, something God has miraculously done for them!  

Lord says “I will turn their mourning into Joy, I will comfort them.  I will give them gladness for 
sorrow, a garland instead of ashes, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. (Isaiah) I will 
restore the years the locusts have eaten” Joel 2:25. 

Returning from exile, in Psalm 126 the Psalmist says When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 
we were like those who dream.  Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with 
shouts of joy.” “The Lord has done great things for us; we are glad.”    

This all caused me to reflect on the truth that there is a time for us to move on from our own 
sorrows and regrets, things we may have guilt or shame over, our sin and failure, our painful losses.    
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We know they’ve been part of our past, and in a sense, make us who we are, yet the Lord has 
brought us through.  He has led us, comforted us, provided for us; He has forgiven everything 
we’ve brought to him.  God came at Christmas in order to give His life for us, to bring us tidings 
of comfort and joy.  He calls us to Trust Him even when we can’t understand.  He reminds us that 
He’s got the whole world in his hands.  Gladness and thankfulness and joy enter our lives.  As 
someone said to me yesterday,  “It’s time to party!” 

And as we think back on our lives, God commands us to put onto his strong shoulders, things He 
doesn’t want us to carry anymore, that he might free us for joy.    

I’ve had these things in my life, and I couldn’t help but think of a song the church sang years ago. 
The words go, “I’m trading my sorrows, I’m trading my shame, I’m laying them down for the joy 
of the Lord; I’m trading my sickness, I’m trading my pain, I’m laying them down for the joy of 
the Lord.  Yes, Lord! 

The Lord who says, “For I know the plans I have for you, plans for your good and not for evil, to 
give you a future with hope” (Jeremiah 29:11) 

I appreciate what Bible scholar Elizabeth Achtemeier writes:  

“Faith is always oriented toward the future.  Its gaze lifts up from the sufferings of the present to 
see the glory breaking over the distant horizon.  God’s Kingdom is coming.  And precisely because 
that is true, the people of God have tasks to do.  They are to live in the light of that coming.  They 
are to cast aside the despair and live in certain hope, to forego their resigned inactivity and make 
preparations to receive their Lord, to fit themselves to live with God.”  

“Therefore, love truth and peace,” says the Lord.  There’s always a “therefore” in Scripture (and I 
remember learning we should always ask, “what is the ‘therefore’ there for?”)  God has given us 
His all, and in that all, is the call to love truth and peace.  Such simple words, yet a lifetime to learn 
and to practice them, in our families, in our church, in our communities, and the world.    

And as we set our burdens down, and look forward, I think we can be really free to do this, to love 
truth and peace, and to serve, using what God gives, even the surprises. 

Two days ago, I walked over to Butler and Bailey from my house, and along the way, also walking 
there was my neighbor with her 2-year-old son. “What are you going to the grocery store for?” I 
asked.   She said, “We are making Christmas Cookies and I need some icing!”  At the store, we 
got our things inside, and were standing outside the store afterwards.  She said, “Well, the only 
icing colors left were blue, orange and purple.”   “What are you going to do?” I asked.  She said 
with a big smile, “We are going to use them!”  

I thought to myself, let us not go back to the things we cannot change, but take heart in the change 
God is doing in us and in our world; to move on, to look and live forward into new seasons, into 
the promises, with all God will give.  There will no doubt be orange, blue and purple icing, but 
there will be, in Jesus, Great Joy! 

Amen. 
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For thus says the Lord of hosts: Just as I purposed to bring disaster upon you, when 
your ancestors provoked me to wrath, and I did not relent, says the Lord of hosts, so 
again I have purposed in these days to do good to Jerusalem and to the house of 
Judah; do not be afraid. These are the things that you shall do: Speak the truth to 
one another, render in your gates judgments that are true and make for peace, do 
not devise evil in your hearts against one another, and love no false oath; for all 
these are things that I hate, says the Lord. 
 
The word of the Lord of hosts came to me, saying: Thus says the Lord of hosts: The 
fast of the fourth month, and the fast of the fifth, and the fast of the seventh, and the 
fast of the tenth, shall be seasons of joy and gladness, and cheerful festivals for the 
house of Judah: therefore love truth and peace. 

Zechariah 8:14-19 
 
 
 

T’was the day after Christmas and all through the church  
All the creatures were stirring at the end of their perch.   
Waiting to share what each had received,  
The very fulfillment of all they believed.   
For under the tree the best gift that came  
Was a person, not a package, and JESUS is His name. 
 

 

I trust your Christmas Day was blessed, whether you had a house full of people, or a heart FULL 
of memories and for ALL of us, thankfulness for the best gift.  God with us, always will be, never 
won’t be, God’s very Presence! 

In these past weeks in the book of Zechariah we’ve seen that that’s what the Temple (that glorious 
structure) symbolized for the Jewish people, this presence of God in their midst.     

The people themselves had wandered far from God; yet still they held on to the belief that the 
Temple was where God was; it was where God dwelt!  And when the Temple crumbled by the 
hands of the Babylonians in 587 BC, as did their city of Jerusalem, they were lost.  Even more so 
when God sent them into exile, out of their land.  God took His people out, so He could bring them 



2 
 

back in.  And now, they are back in!!  And in our passage today (Zechariah 8:14-19), the prophet 
Zechariah speaks words of encouragement and challenge to them.       

How the Israelites needed encouragement, as a remnant (small group of them) was back home in 
their shattered land, slowly rebuilding the Temple, with enemies still around them.  They had 
reason for discouragement and fear.   And Zechariah brings them those words from the Lord that 
I imagine all of us long to hear.  He says “Be not afraid.” 

Those words are in the Bible 365 times; that’s one for each day of the year!  

“Be not afraid” the angel said to Zechariah, the father-to-be of John the Baptist and to Mary, the 
mother-to-be, of Jesus, and to Shepherds that dark night when they were overwhelmed by God’s 
glory, and then centuries earlier to these Jews back in their homeland. 

“Be not afraid” God says to us when we are in unknown territory. 

And then Zechariah turns to a question the people had been asking; a little delegation was sent to 
Jerusalem for counsel. It concerned the yearly fasts (going without food, separating themselves, 
and repenting), the fasts they had been keeping during their captivity in Babylon and now even 
back in their homeland. There were four of them. In the 4th month of the year, a fast 
commemorating the Babylon’s breaching of Jerusalem city’s walls.  And in the 5th month, a fast 
remembering the destruction of the Temple. And in the 7th month, the murder of their Governor 
Gedaliah. And in the 10th month, a fast commemorating the beginning of Jerusalem’s siege.  

Back in Chapter 7, they ask “Should we mourn and practice abstinence in the 5th month as we have 
done for many years.”  Now that they were rebuilding/restoring the Temple, taking the time to 
mourn and fast over its destruction no longer seemed fitting.      

And the Word of the Lord came to Zechariah, not only about this fast, but about the other 3 as well   
For the Lord says “these fasts of the 4th, 5th,7th and 10th months shall be seasons of joy and gladness, 
and cheerful festivals for the house of Judah.”      

In essence the need for fasting, reliving their sorrows is past.  Fasts shall become Feasts.  How can 
a fast become a festival or a feast?  It’s because they are now a rescued people, and can celebrate 
with thankfulness and joy, something God has miraculously done for them!  

Lord says “I will turn their mourning into Joy, I will comfort them.  I will give them gladness for 
sorrow, a garland instead of ashes, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. (Isaiah) I will 
restore the years the locusts have eaten” Joel 2:25. 

Returning from exile, in Psalm 126 the Psalmist says When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 
we were like those who dream.  Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with 
shouts of joy.” “The Lord has done great things for us; we are glad.”    

This all caused me to reflect on the truth that there is a time for us to move on from our own 
sorrows and regrets, things we may have guilt or shame over, our sin and failure, our painful losses.    
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We know they’ve been part of our past, and in a sense, make us who we are, yet the Lord has 
brought us through.  He has led us, comforted us, provided for us; He has forgiven everything 
we’ve brought to him.  God came at Christmas in order to give His life for us, to bring us tidings 
of comfort and joy.  He calls us to Trust Him even when we can’t understand.  He reminds us that 
He’s got the whole world in his hands.  Gladness and thankfulness and joy enter our lives.  As 
someone said to me yesterday,  “It’s time to party!” 

And as we think back on our lives, God commands us to put onto his strong shoulders, things He 
doesn’t want us to carry anymore, that he might free us for joy.    

I’ve had these things in my life, and I couldn’t help but think of a song the church sang years ago. 
The words go, “I’m trading my sorrows, I’m trading my shame, I’m laying them down for the joy 
of the Lord; I’m trading my sickness, I’m trading my pain, I’m laying them down for the joy of 
the Lord.  Yes, Lord! 

The Lord who says, “For I know the plans I have for you, plans for your good and not for evil, to 
give you a future with hope” (Jeremiah 29:11) 

I appreciate what Bible scholar Elizabeth Achtemeier writes:  

“Faith is always oriented toward the future.  Its gaze lifts up from the sufferings of the present to 
see the glory breaking over the distant horizon.  God’s Kingdom is coming.  And precisely because 
that is true, the people of God have tasks to do.  They are to live in the light of that coming.  They 
are to cast aside the despair and live in certain hope, to forego their resigned inactivity and make 
preparations to receive their Lord, to fit themselves to live with God.”  

“Therefore, love truth and peace,” says the Lord.  There’s always a “therefore” in Scripture (and I 
remember learning we should always ask, “what is the ‘therefore’ there for?”)  God has given us 
His all, and in that all, is the call to love truth and peace.  Such simple words, yet a lifetime to learn 
and to practice them, in our families, in our church, in our communities, and the world.    

And as we set our burdens down, and look forward, I think we can be really free to do this, to love 
truth and peace, and to serve, using what God gives, even the surprises. 

Two days ago, I walked over to Butler and Bailey from my house, and along the way, also walking 
there was my neighbor with her 2-year-old son. “What are you going to the grocery store for?” I 
asked.   She said, “We are making Christmas Cookies and I need some icing!”  At the store, we 
got our things inside, and were standing outside the store afterwards.  She said, “Well, the only 
icing colors left were blue, orange and purple.”   “What are you going to do?” I asked.  She said 
with a big smile, “We are going to use them!”  

I thought to myself, let us not go back to the things we cannot change, but take heart in the change 
God is doing in us and in our world; to move on, to look and live forward into new seasons, into 
the promises, with all God will give.  There will no doubt be orange, blue and purple icing, but 
there will be, in Jesus, Great Joy! 

Amen. 


