
1 
 

 
“Apostles’ Creed: Judge the Living and the Dead” 

Rev. Mark Lampley 
Isaiah 33:20-22 & Romans 5:6-11 & 16 

July 12, 2026 
 

“Goodness of God” reminds me of a phrase my maternal grandmother often said, “Your 
whole life long, you can’t ever thank the Lord enough, but it sure is fun trying!”                                                                                   
 
IYKYK    >  If you know, you know. Our young adult children, Meg and Luke, have been 
trying to teach me their generation's habit of communicating in abbreviations.                              
Maybe because they're lazy, or maybe more efficient! The verdict is still out. I'm slowly 
learning some abbreviations like IYKYK. This Gen Z abbreviation-fascination can be 
applied theologically.                    
 
The whole gospel story can even be illustrated without saying a word. Watch me closely to 
capture the message. One symbol takes a little imagination—but you'll get the idea.                      
Basically by arrows: Down, Cross, Empty Tomb/ Arch, Up, & Down.  
 
I've seen these evangelism tools to draw on unbelievers’ curiosity. When they inquire, it 
opens a door for a conversation. A believer can share the good news of Jesus’ incarnation, 
crucifixion, resurrection, ascension, and coming return from heaven. 
 
The entire second paragraph of the Apostles' Creed could be summarized with arrows to fit 
on a bracelet or bumper sticker. Short and simple, right? Or, it could be a 9-part summer 
sermon series preachers drag out! 
 
Let’s start with Scripture. Since the apostle Paul’s run-on sentences can be hard to follow I 
recommend using your pew Bibles… Rom. 5. Paul speaks of the GOODNESS of God by 
being justified by faith in Christ. Rom 5:6-11, 16. “For while we were still weak, at the right 
time Christ died for the ungodly.  Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person— 
though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die.  But God proves his 
love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. Much more surely, 
therefore, since we have now been justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from 
the wrath of God.   

 
For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much 
more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life.  But more than that, we 
even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received 
reconciliation.” V. 16 “And the gift is not like the effect of the one man’s sin. For the 
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judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the gift following many 
trespasses brings justification.”  
 
A Chicago journalist coined a phrase 125 years ago and preachers have used it ever since. 
You’ve probably heard, sermons are supposed to “comfort the afflicted and afflict the 
comfortable.” Good news and bad news, if you will.                
 
Let’s start with the latter. The bad news is that the Bible teaches there is no getting around 
the fact that we’re going to be held accountable for all things in this life. Christ shall come 
again [Pointing down] “to judge the quick (living) and the dead…” 
 

Have you given much thought to this phrase in the Apostles’ Creed? Judgement typically has 
such a harsh connotation. Scripture teaches that every thought, word, and deed matters before 
a holy God. This “bad news” reality makes us uncomfortable, huh?  

In Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, he said challenging things to hear eg. “Anyone who is angry 
with his brother will be subject to judgement,”  “anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has 
already committed adultery with her in his heart,” and “do not judge or you too will be 
judged. For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged,” 

Who among us is righteous? As Paul says, “There is no one righteous—not even one.” We’re 
all guilty of many sins, so many we can’t count them! God’s “gift is not like the effect of the 
one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation,                                     
but the gift following many trespasses brings justification.” 

When you think about it, we not only have this bad news reality, but we also have good 
news! (This is the part that comforts the afflicted.) God gifted us! Through Christ, we are 
justified (just-if-I’d not sinned). 

Thanks be to God! We have a Savior! He went to the cross to pay the penalty for our sin so 
we could be redeemed. 

Romans 5 declares, “at the right time… God proves his love for us in that while we still 
were sinners Christ died for us…” The Message: “God put his love on the line for us by 
offering his Son in sacrificial death while we were of no use whatever to him.” 

Since we have now been justified by Christ’s blood, we will be saved through him from the 
wrath of God. Instead of deserved condemnation, we get God’s undeserved gift! 

When we step back and look at Christ’s life as a whole, God has done so much for us in love. 
Because we’re beloved, even in our sinfulness, God pursues us. We speak of this expansive 
and extreme devotion in the Apostles’ Creed.  

In the middle paragraph of the Creed, there are two themes that emerge.  Jesus’ humiliation 
and Jesus’ exaltation. Jesus is conceived, born like we are, gets crucified, dies and is buried.  
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He carries his humiliation to the uttermost depths, descending into hell. This comforts us 
because Christ entered fully into human suffering. He knows our: dependency, pain, and 
struggle.  He experienced what we think of as hellish. YET, this is not his end. Through the 
Father’s will, Jesus is exalted! He ascends, sits on the throne and from there judges.  

Because Christ rose, we need not fear humanity’s greatest fear-- death. Because Christ 
ascended, we are never alone. He left us the Holy. Spirit Because Christ reigns, evil will not 
have the last word. Even when the world feels like it is falling apart and evil appears to be 
winning, still Christ reigns. He reigns over all our health concerns, our financial struggles, 
nations warring against one another… everything! Phil. 2 declares “at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the 
earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord”     (Phil 2:10-11). 

Because Christ will return, judgment is not our terror but our hope. We don't need to fear the 
end of all of civilization. In the end of time, he has promised to come in judgement,                                                
or setting things straight. We have no fear because we are found "in Christ." That’s how 
God’s plan works. God is sovereign in both our valleys and our mountaintops,                                                         
of descendings and ascendings throughout our lives.  

Even as I say this, though, I am concerned about a shallow grasp of Scripture.                                            
Historically, Christians have sometimes misunderstood God's judgment. We may have 
thought that when Christ returns, his judgement will only be cruel. Let’s revisit the Bible’s 
view on justice. 

For generations, many people have assumed that “the Old Testament God is envisioned as 
legalistic and demanding, while in the New, thanks to the teachings of Jesus, God is 
presented as a loving Father.” 2 Gods! (Be honest. Raise your hand if you’ve thought this. I 
have.)  

That isn't the whole biblical picture. Consider it more thoroughly, with all 66. In the OT, 
Yahweh proves a faithful companion of Israel, whose many sins are repeatedly forgiven. 
God comforts Isreal “like a mother comforts a child” (Is. 66:13). In the NT, on the other hand, 
Jesus speaks of an eternal fire prepared for the devil and of weeping and gnashing of teeth.  

Granted, the OT portrays a heavy dose of a jealous God who wants the best for us. And, the 
NT provides a heavy dose of mercy, but we “trust in one triune God, the holy one of Israel. 

So, when we attempt to understand judging according to Scripture, we want to be perfectly 
clear about a “justice” where everything is in its proper place.    It’s more than our limited 
cultural understanding of today’s courts of law primarily punishing evildoers. Think grander 
than that. 

Justo Gonzalez says, Biblical “justice is when no one oppresses another, when all show 
mutual respect, when life and freedom and peace are affirmed.” When it comes to this topic 
of judging “the quick and the dead,” there are two common questions that I’ve often heard:  
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What about people who lived before Christ? (Due to limited time, I’ll have to save that for 
another sermon, or you come talk to me another time.)                                                                               
What about people who haven’t heard about God’s work in Christ? Can God judge those 
who haven't been exposed to the name of Jesus Christ? If some haven't heard of the Lord, 
can God judge them fairly? God’s sovereign care penetrates these.                                                                   
Trust God to atone who God wants to atone. We are not righteous because of OUR 
faithfulness to God, rather because of GOD'S faithfulness.  

Our hope ultimately rests in the promise-maker and promise-keeper. God promises to be in 
a covenant bond with us and keeps that not matter our unfaithfulness. For an example, read 
Hosea. Although God has reason to withhold God’s love, God does not. God initiates the 
relationship, instead of waiting for us to turn to God. He didn’t, and doesn’t, wait for us to 
get ready. God presented himself even while we were too weak                                                                                      
to be a part of the relationship- too impure to contribute to it. 

Our redemption is Christ's free gift of grace so we can be righteous. Forget about a ledger of 
your actions alone, at the pearly gates. We trust THIS redeeming judge rather than our own 
claims of righteousness. We believe that our Sovereign and merciful God will be:                                      
fair, forgiving, and loving with all who haven’t heard of the saving grace of Jesus.  

While we still answer the call “to spread the good news to the ends of the earth” proclaiming 
Jesus as Lord, we can rest in faith that God will do as God has always done… to redeem. 
This is good news and we don’t need to be afraid for ourselves or have fear for others!                                                                                               
Pray and share about Jesus—yes! Be anxious for their salvation—no. 

Be not afraid for the end times because God is with us and God is for us! As the Confession 
of 1967 says, "All who put their trust in Christ face divine judgement without fear, for the 
judge is their redeemer."   

Our judge has paid the price through our savior. Therefore, we do not fear the future. 

Christ descended for us. 
Christ died for us. 
Christ rose for us. 
Christ reigns for us. 
Christ will return for us. 
 

Friends, Christ has done all this because he loves us— and loves this broken world.  

Accept the good news and enjoy thanking God for the rest of your life! 

IYKYK!  

In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 


