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Today we pick back up our sermon series on the Apostles Creed focusing in on faith claims we 
make nearly every week. Today, the phrase: “is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty.” We’re returning to Acts 2 from a couple of weeks ago. We’re returning to Peter’s 
sermon to the crowds at Pentecost because it is extremely rich in how the first followers of Jesus 
formulated their beliefs and worldview. This time, I’m picking up in Acts 2:32-36 “This Jesus God 
raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses. 33 Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God 
and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you 
see and hear. 34 For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself says, ‘The Lord said to 
my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, 35 until I make your enemies your footstool.”’ 36 “Therefore let the 
entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this 
Jesus whom you crucified.” 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks Be to God. 

I wonder, what are some of the most miraculous things you’ve ever seen? Can you recall special 
moments when you were extremely grateful for your ability to see them? Maybe you’ve seen a 
stunning sunset from a mountain top one summer afternoon, maybe you’ve seen an awe-inspiring 
firework display, or maybe you witnessed your child being born. There are so many wonderful 
things we get to behold with our eyes throughout life, aren’t there? In fact, because there is so 
much to see, I find that it becomes very easy to be motivated by the things we see. Cars, houses, 
fitness goals, exotic travel destinations, new technologies, and practically every advertisement 
relies heavily on visual appeal. I don’t think there is anything inherently wrong with those desires 
either when paired with natural outcomes from faithful work. Our eyes are given to us by God and 
there is no doubt that a life without the ability to see would be a whole lot harder, wouldn’t it?  

Maybe that’s why today’s sermon topic is possibly the hardest part of the Creed. We have Gospel 
accounts of Jesus' birth, ministry, death, resurrection, and ascension. But what happened next? 
Peter says Jesus is seated at the Father's right hand. That's not something we can see, and perhaps 
that's why we rarely think about it, so it becomes extremely difficult to envision where Jesus is 
now and what he is actively doing.  

Have you noticed that everything we profess and do in the life of faith assumes we already believe 
Jesus is at the right hand of the Father? Every Sunday we gather in Jesus' name. Every prayer is 
offered in Jesus' name. Every baptism is performed in Jesus' name. We rarely stop to consider how 



astonishing that really is. Everything the church does assumes Jesus is not merely a figure from 
history but is alive and reigning even now. However, outside of the church and apart from the 
testimonies of scripture and the promises of God, who would know that Jesus is sitting on a 
heavenly throne? We cannot see him there, so he becomes easy to forget, doesn’t he? Do you ever 
feel that tension? If so, perhaps you’ve also wondered: then how do we live faithfully when the 
King we worship cannot presently be seen, and when the seen things of the world capture so 
much of our attention?  

In our Acts 2 text Peter is preaching on the day of Pentecost. By now Peter has already quoted 
Psalm 16 to explain the resurrection. Then Peter turns to another Psalm, Psalm 110. This Psalm 
became one of the most important passages for the early church, it is referenced and quoted 
throughout the NT more than any other Psalm maybe because it helped answer a crucial question: 
What happened after Jesus rose from the dead? 

Peter says, "This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses." The resurrection is the 
foundational proof God has vindicated Jesus. God has overturned the verdict of the cross, but Peter 
doesn’t stop there. He continues: "Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God..." A very 
familiar image in the ancient world as Joseph was to Pharoah in Genesis, such an individual is 
vested with the exact same authority, rule, and say-so equivalent to the king. Peter says it is a 
human sitting at the right hand of God. Vested with all authority in heaven and on earth. Let that 
sink in. 

Now, what's really fascinating is that Jesus himself had already prepared Peter to understand 
this image as applying to Jesus. Earlier in Mark 12, Jesus asked the crowds about Psalm 110. 
“God says to my Lord sit at my right hand…” So Jesus asks, if David calls the Messiah "Lord," 
how can the Messiah merely be David's son? Jesus is teaching that while the Messiah is younger 
in age as he is born of Divid’s line, the Messiah is superior in authority. Jesus was teaching that 
the Messiah would be greater than David himself and therefore it would be the Messiah who 
is exalted to the right hand of God. Furthermore, when Jesus is later arrested and standing before 
the high priest, Jesus made an astonishing declaration in Mark 14. He’s standing there bound, 
abandoned, and awaiting condemnation, and still Jesus says, "You will see the Son of Man 
SEATED AT THE RIGHT HAND OF POWER and coming with the clouds of heaven." 

Think about how absurd that must have sounded in the moment. That statement is either the 
delusion of a madman, or the confidence of ONE WHO KNOWS A TRUER REALITY THAT 
OTHERS STILL DO NOT PERCEIVE. The high priest appeared powerful. Rome appeared 
powerful. Jesus appeared defeated, yet Jesus spoke AS THOUGH HIS ENTHRONEMENT WAS 
CERTAIN because Jesus lived by the promises of the Father rather than by just his eyesight. Jesus 
trusted the Father’s promise before he ever saw the Father’s throne. Jesus never forgot what 
his Father had said, even when he could not yet see what his Father had promised. 

This is why Peter finishes, "Therefore, let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God 
has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified." 



Peter is showing that the empty tomb, the ascension, and the occupied throne at the right hand are 
the Father's declaration that His Son's trust WAS NEVER IN VAIN, which also means that 
our faith is not in vain either. Jesus' story becomes the pattern for ours. Trust first by tuning 
your ears to recognize the Shepherd’s voice. Then your faith becomes sight afterwards. 

But hearing doesn't come naturally to us, not like seeing does. 

I was reminded of that while watching Clarkson's Farm. They invited a bird expert onto the farm. 
Jeremy Clarkson could hear birds everywhere, but to him it all sounded the same. However, the 
bird expert would stop and say, "That's a skylark...there's a yellowhammer" without even seeing 
the birds, and I remember thinking, "How in the world can she hear that?" The answer wasn't 
that she had different ears than everyone else. No, she had spent years intentionally listening until 
she learned to recognize each bird by its voice.  

Isn’t that the Christian life? We don’t receive better eyesight than anyone else, rather we receive 
ears trained through weekly worship, through bible reading and study, and through prayer; the 
Holy Spirit trains us to listen for the Father and to our Good Shepherd seated at his right side. 

Friends, your faith is no different from the early church. They lived by faith that Christ was 
reigning while Nero sat on a visible throne. You live by faith that Christ is reigning while countless 
other powers appear to dominate the world, yet your profession has never depended upon 
appearances. It has always depended upon faith and your listening to the Father’s voice over the 
voices of the world. Your faith is not pretending. Your faith is trusting the testimony of the apostles. 
Your faith is trusting the promises of Christ. Your faith is believing that reality is larger than what 
your eyes can perceive. 

In his book on the Creed, Luke Timothy Johnson writes that “when the church gathers in the name 
of Jesus, it gathers in the name of nothing if Jesus is not Lord. When the church prays and heals 
and prophesies in the name of Jesus, it engages in self-deception if Jesus does not now act in the 
world with the power of God.” That insight gets to the heart of this confession. If Jesus is not 
seated at the right hand of God, then your worship is just nostalgia. Your prayers are just wishful 
thinking. Your mission becomes mere humanitarian effort. Your hope becomes little more than 
optimism. 

But since Jesus is seated at the right hand of God, then worship is encounter. Prayer is communion. 
Mission is participation in his work. Hope is confidence. Because the One who died and rose again 
now reigns, and we can still hear his voice even though we cannot see him yet. 

In a few moments, we will come to the Lord's Table. We come to this table the way Jesus teaches 
us to live—not by sight, but by trusting the faithfulness of the Father. We do not see the King, but 
we hear his invitation: "Take. Eat. This is my body." Faith has always lived by hearing before 
seeing. We have heard the Shepherd’s voice, now whose voice will the world hear through us? In 
the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 


