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Good morning. We are so thankful for your presence today whether you are
worshipping with us in person or online. This week we continue our series on the Apostles’
Creed, especially those phrases or concepts of which you may have questions or you’re not
sure why they are in the Creed. Last week Ben addressed the phrase, “he descended into
hell,” Today, we look at the phrase “He rose again from the dead.” So, of course, we are
talking about Jesus’ resurrection, as told in the book of Matthew.

If you remember, a few weeks ago, when we talked about the phrase, “Maker of heaven
and earth,” | asked you to imagine being there when we read the scripture of creation. Well,
as | read the scripture this morning, | would like for you to imagine being there with the
women, seeing Jesus, and being with the disciples on top of the mountain at Galilee, from
the book of Matthew. | would imagine they would have had a very chaotic feeling after seeing
Jesus’ horrible death. Feelthe chaos they must have felt early that morning, 3 days after his
death, feel the dew on your feet in the garden, and then the shaking of the earth with the
earthquake, imagine what it felt like to hear the angel tell them that he was alive, feel what it
was like to try and get to the mountain where Jesus told the women the disciples could see
him, imagine bowing at Jesus’ feet when they saw him. Maybe even ask yourself what it must
have felt like to see him and doubt, or be filled with joy, or maybe both. And maybe ask
yourself, as they may have also been asking themselves, what does all of this mean? Hear
now Matthew 28:1-10; 16-20:

After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and
the other Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake,
for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone
and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning and his clothing white as
snow. For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. But the angel
said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for | know that you are looking for Jesus who
was crucified. He is not here, for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the
place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from
the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’
This is my message for you.” So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy



and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And
they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to
them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see
me.”

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had
directed them. When they saw him, they worshiped him, but they doubted. And
Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given
to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and teaching them to obey
everything that | have commanded you. And remember, | am with you always, to
the end of the age.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Have you ever experienced the Risen Christ? What did it feel like? After hearing this
passage read today, let me ask, was there a different feeling when the text said that the angel
the women that Jesus had been raised from the dead, telling them to look in the tomb and
see for themselves, than when Jesus himself met them and they took hold of his
feet? Obviously, it is different when you see an empty tomb, and are told what has
happened, than when you actually see and touch Jesus. You experience it! When | read this,
it feels like when the women saw Jesus, they knew he was different, that he was
changed. Jesus’resurrection doesn’t just mean an empty tomb, or even that Jesus has been
made alive again to continue the life he had lived.

You know when we teach the story of the Light, explaining who Jesus is, we have our
Christ Candle, and it is lit, and then we have a candle for each child. We say, “Once there
was a man who did such amazing things and taught such powerful things that people asked
him who he was. He said, ‘Il am the Light of the World.” And then for each child, we light a
candle and say, Susie, this is your Light, Sean, this is your Light. And then after each one has
a light, we say, “The Light of the World, is in one place and one time. But then one day the
Light was changed,” and we snuff out the candle, and the smoke rises into the air, as they
see the smoke, we mention that the smoke is now in all places and in all times. We don’t
relight the candle, because Jesus didn’t come back to life as he was before — he was
risen. He was different — “he entered into a new and more powerful phase.”[1] “He now
shares the power and life of God.”[2] If he simply were to have returned to “continue his
former life, that would be good news only for him and his friends and family.”[3] No, Jesus
was a new creation, with the resurrection, he had ushered in a new era — a new kingdom, or
I like to embrace the concept of a new kin-dom —where the old life, the old power structures
are not a part of the new era - but instead a world where we treat each other as brothers and



sisters — a kin-ship. But whatever we call it, it is a different life — not worldly, not the way the
world teaches us to live, but the way God wants us to live. We hear about what that looks
like even before Jesus was born, in Mary’s song of praise “the Mighty One has done great
things for me and holy is the Lord’s name. The Lord’s mercy is for those who fear the Lord
from generation to generation. The Lord has shown strength with the Lord’s arm and has
scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. The Mighty One has brought down the
powerful from their thrones and lifted up the lowly; and has filled the hungry with good things
... (Lk.1:49-53) Jesustaught aboutit-this new kind of kingdom throughout his ministry, and
is now ushering it in. The resurrection has resulted in the conquering of death, the defeat of
evil, has happened. God’s power raised Jesus from the dead. Things are different now. They
were different then and they are different now, for us!

There is an ancient Jewish tradition, “one day the cycle of week after week was to come
to anend. One day after the Sabbath, instead of another first day of the week, an ‘eighth day’
would dawn.”[4] That’s “when all of God’s promises would be fulfilled, the kingdom of God
would come and God’s shalom would prevail.”[5] As Christians, we believe that this new day
dawned with the resurrection of Jesus. We have the hope that even though we still live in a
world of warring, injustice, and hatred, where so many do not have the things they need to
thrive, or even survive, we have the hope that Jesus’ resurrection gives us the hope that that
daywillcome. That all will be made whole. Where love will prevail, and love will rule the day.

So where does this leave us? How many of you have ever been to church camp? Orto
Montreat for a spiritual retreat? Or anything that helps you feel restored and renewed - full
of hope? It’s not unusual to come back from any of these times and feel like you have had a
mountaintop experience. But then as you get back into the “world,” that hope and that
excitement begins to fade, and the old is back again. But how can that be? We had come
back changed hadn’t we? The same thing happens to us as adults after Easter. Hopefully,
we leave the Easter service on a high! But then Monday comes around, or maybe even later
in the week when the thought of being a new creation wears off. Thank goodness we have an
affirmation that we say every Sunday, reminding us of how resurrection can continue to
impact us — that we are part of the new era that the risen Christ has ushered in. It leaves us
with an affirmation when we say, “on the third day he rose again,” we know that
good can conquer evil. Not even death is powerful enough to stop God’s goodness. The
affirmation, the Apostles’ Creed isn’t just words — it is what we believe happened and is still
happening now.

And not only is the Creed a way to renew our understanding of the resurrection’s
impact, but it must be something we profess it. Jesus told the women (he knew women
could preach the Good News!) to go and tell our brothers and sisters that Jesus lives and
gives life, we must follow Jesus’ command to go and teach it to all the world! And why



wouldn’t we? It is such powerful and wonderful news! And we must practice what we
preach, and let love rule our lives, instead of letting the world rule our lives. Who knew that
the Apostles’ Creed was so countercultural?

In the name of the Creator of heaven and earth, the risen Christ, and the Holy Spirit.



