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This summer, we are exploring at your request The Apostles’ Creed and addressing some of the 

questions that some have had about its wording and phrases.  As many of you know I wasn’t raised or 
ordained in the Presbyterian Church. I wasn’t raised saying it every Sunday as many of you have. And for 
those who have been here for awhile you have probably seen me stumble over leading us in The Apostles 
Creed.  I’m continuing to learn.  But I will say as I have studied for this series, I am learning to appreciate its 
meaning and importance in aƯirming faith.  And this, phrase we are looking at today, “maker of the heavens 
and the earth,” led me straight to the Creation story.  It has always been so powerful, as I have always felt 
God’s love being made manifest when I read it.  John Calvin spoke of creation, as ‘this most beautiful 
theatre.”  As I read it, I would ask that you listen closely and try to experience it – not just hear it but try to 
experience it. I pray that you will feel the initial chaos, hear the Creator at work, feel the wind, see the 
brilliance of the light, feel the water, stand on the dry land, touch the vegetation and the seeds, hear the 
animals, watch the teams of fish and sea creatures, see creeping things creeping.   
Genesis 1 
1 When God began to create[a] the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was complete chaos, and darkness 
covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God[b] swept over the face of the waters. 3 Then God said, 
“Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light was good, and God separated the light 
from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the darkness God called Night. And there was evening 
and there was morning, the first day. 
6 And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the 
waters.” 7 So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that 
were above the dome. And it was so. 8 God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the second day. 
9 And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land 
appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together God 
called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 11 Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants 
yielding seed and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. 12 The 
earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind and trees of every kind bearing fruit with 
the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. 
14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let them 
be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give 
light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and 
the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17 God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the 
earth, 18 to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw 
that it was good. 19 And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 
20 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth 
across the dome of the sky.” 21 So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, 



of every kind, with which the waters swarm and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was 
good. 22 God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds 
multiply on the earth.” 23 And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 
24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild 
animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. 25 God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind 
and the cattle of every kind and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it 
was good. 
26 Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our likeness, and let them have dominion 
over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over the cattle and over all the wild animals of the 
earth[d] and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 
27 So God created humans[e] in God’s  image, in the image of God, God created them;  male and female God 
created them. 
28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and 
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves 
upon the earth.” 29 God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the 
earth and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth and 
to every bird of the air and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I 
have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 God saw everything that God had made, and indeed, 
it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 
 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
Will you pray with me?  Loving God, we thank you for your loving words that called the world into being, and 
that you continue to create and transform all of creation.  May the words of my mouth and the meditations 
of our hearts be acceptable in your sight.  Amen. 
 

Luke Timothy Johnson, the author of  the book, The Creed writes, “When Christians recite the creed 
on Sunday morning, they tell themselves and each other a story that they already know but that bears such 
constant repetition, for it is a story unlike any other, a story that we must speak to each other because so 
much of what we experience in the world seems to deny the reality or the power of that story.”1 Creation is 
one of the stories that the Apostles’ Creed tells, in those few short words, “maker of the heavens and the 
earth.”  Both the Creed and the story of Creation, have so much power, and so much meaning within them, 
that it is extremely diƯicult to articulate the meaning behind both of them.  But for them both to be 
impactful, they both need reflection.  They both tell stories.   

Often when you want to convey something powerful, it is best to tell a story – not facts.  Facts do 
not get the full purpose across.  The story of creation in Genesis 1 isn’t about facts, it is about Truth with a 
capital T.  The story is about the Truth of God’s powerful love, and how that love was made manifest in 
creating such a beautiful world.  The Creation story was never meant to teach us facts, or history or 
science, it is about who we are, and whose we are.  It has deep underlying meaning, and if we try to make 
it teach us history or science, we will miss the powerful meaning that God wants us to hear.   

 “The language of story may be most helpful in determining how these materials functioned for 
Israel. . .  The readers could participate in a great, yet often quite hidden, drama of divine action and human 

 
 



response. . .   The faith was not fundamentally an idea but an embodiment, a way of life.”  And it needs to 
be the same for us today for us to know what it means to be the people of God.  So that’s why repeating 
that phrase every week, ‘maker of heaven and earth’ is so important.  Because let’s admit it, “In a society 
where accepted wisdom changes by the minute, they (the Creeds) claim that some truths are so critical 
that they must be repeated over and over again.” 

This story is so cool – I know the reading of the Scripture took a lot of time, so I won’t go into all the 
things that made me appreciate this story so much.  But I’d like to point out a few thing that this story tells 
us about God. 

In this story, God speaks creation into being and acts.  The way God speaks is important.  God 
doesn’t command what God intends.  “Let there be . . .”  Fretheim points out that that phrase “reveals divine 
vulnerability.”   ‘Let there be’  “leaves room for creaturely response (vv. 11, 24); the cohortative ‘let us make’ 
leaves room   for consultation (v. 26) the ‘let them have dominion’ (v. 26) entails a sharing of power. God’s 
way of speaking creation communicates with others, makes room for others, with the attendant risks.  God 
no longer chooses to be alone.” 

The way this story is told, we hear a rhythm – ‘let there be’ and  ‘and it was so,’ and ‘there was evening 
and there was morning,’ the ________  day.  The rhythm of the wording of the story, indicates the time being 
ordered – all from a chaotic beginning.  And we know how much Presbyterians like order!   

We also hear in this story that ‘the maker of heaven and earth’ continues to create.  “The Creator 
thus not only speaks and acts, but also re-acts to what has been brought into being and continues further.” 
2  Did you notice that even after God created light, God then separated the light from the darkness. Or did 
you notice that creation was always going to be a process – remember the seeds in the fruit and vegetation?  
God is creating all the time.  God still wants to be involved with creation to make it better.  God names, 
blesses, and evaluates – all indications of God’s continued involvement with creation.  “In naming, the 
deity responds to the creation.  In eƯect, God looks at what has come into being, evaluates it, and discerns 
its place in the creation. “ You can hear the process.  And the process continues.   

So what does all of this have to do with the Apostles Creed?  The diƯerent creeds were written to 
speak to the issues and debates that were going on when the Creed was written.  It was and is important 
to know what a Christian believes so one could and even still can make a choice if he or she indeed wants 
to become a Christian – they aren’t simply words to memorize – they tell us how and why to put those words 
into action as Christians, everytime we say them.  They help us understand who we are, who this Triune 
God is, and how we live in relationship day after day.   

In saying “maker of heaven and earth” we are declaring we worship one God because, as Creator 
God has power over all things- not only of what we see and understand, but also of what we do not see and 
can never understand, that is heaven.  In saying “maker of heaven and earth, we recognize God has made 
an orderly world out of chaos, and still wants to be involved with all that God has created.  In Jewish thought 
there is a phrase – tikkun olam meaning ‘repairing the world.’  God knew that the world would still evolve 
and change – that we would evolve and change – just as God continued the process in separating the 
darkness from the light, after creating light.  So, doesn’t it make sense that with the act of creation, we are 
also continually being transformed? 

This story tells us so much about God, and about how God sees us, and  still wants to interact with 
us and all of creation.   “When believers stand together in the liturgy after the readings from Scripture and 

 
 



recite the words of the Christian creed, they aƯirm that the world as imagined by Scripture and constructed 
by the creed is the world in which they choose to live.  They construct this world together by imagining 
together the world that the creed imagines.  . .   They choose to live their lives in adherence to these claims 
about (Creation’s) reality, and none other.”3  

Quite a few years ago I was in a diƯicult place personally, professionally, and it was definitely a 
diƯicult time spiritually. Things in my life seemed very chaotic and I didn’t know – couldn’t even imagine 
how things could get better.  I was living in Palm Coast Florida at the time.  And often to get away by myself 
and think, I would take oƯ to walk on the beach.  I would get in my car and drive down Highway 100 which 
crossed over the Intercoastal Waterway on a pretty steep bridge.   At the very top of that bridge, all of a 
sudden you could see the ocean and somehow it always made me feel God’s presence and love as my 
Creator.  It often took my breath away it was so powerful.  And out of chaos, God eventually restored order, 
and beauty, and transformed that chaos into something I couldn’t have even imagined.  What chaos can 
God restore for you? 

Thanks be to the maker of the heavens and the earth, the Christ and the Holy Spirit.    
 

 
 


