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SHPC Family, 
 

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge.” These words are among the opening verses 
of the Book of Proverbs (1:7), which will be our focus in worship for most of July and part of 
August. “Wisdom” features pretty highly in Proverbs. You could argue it’s a quality that’s among 
the greatest we could aspire to.  
 

So what comes to mind when we consider wisdom? A sage elder dispensing profound insights into 
the world, maybe. No doubt experience or age could be sources of wisdom, and I’d guess many of 
us have parents or grandparents whom we would consider wise—or maybe some of us are sources 
of wisdom for others! 
 

But the way we think about wisdom might not quite match up with how Scripture speaks about it. 
As Proverbs restates it a little later, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom” (9:10).  
 

Is that how we would usually define it? I can’t think of anyone who would say that wisdom wasn’t a 
good thing, but when we consider if someone was wise, no matter their age or experience, do we 
first think, “Do they fear the Lord?” That is to say, do they revere the Lord?  
 

What would change if we did? What would change in our own lives if we sought that first 
ourselves? In the way Proverbs talks about it, wisdom is less about sage advice and more about how 
we align our lives with God first and foremost.  
 

And what a perfect season for us to do this. For many of us, this summer is at once a time of rest 
and renewal, a time of reconnecting and venturing out, but also a time of preparation for a school 
year which may look more like what we knew before the pandemic. We might be tempted, then, 
simply to jump right back into the same churn of busyness and stress that we had known before, 
without the constraints of social distancing or capacity limits or face coverings.  
 

But what would your lives look like if the fear of the Lord was the first thing we sought? 
 

As we continue this summer, and especially as we begin a bit of time in the Book of Proverbs, my 
prayer is that this season might be one of rest and renewal for you, but also of realignment, seeking 
the fear of the Lord as the beginning of how we know the world, and letting everything else fall into 
place. 
 

In Christ, 

                                     
              Dr. Jay F. Howell 
              Pastor | Head of Staff 

 

 

Everyday Wisdom: Proverbs for the Daily Walk  

July 11 through August 8 



Sunday Monday Tueday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 
 

 

 

   1  
8a Men’s Bible 
Study via Zoom 
10:15a Yoga in 
The Loft 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

2  

7a Men’s Bible 
Study via Zoom 
(Chick-fil-A | 
Bearden group) 
 

 

 

 

3  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

4  
8:45a Worship on the  
Front Lawn or Barron Hall 
9:45-10:45a Note: the new 
time for Sunday School  
10:30-11a Lemonade  
on the Lawn  
11a Worship in the 
Sanctuary | Livestream 
 
 

 

 

5 
The church office is 
closed in observation 
of Independence 
Day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

6 
 

7 
10:30a Adult Bible 
Study in FCR/Zoom 
6:30p Women’s Bible 
Study w/Erin  

8  
8a Men’s Bible 
Study via Zoom 
10:15a Yoga in 
The Loft 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

9  

 

 

 

 

10  
9a Health  
& Wholeness 
Walk 
 

 

 

11  
Online Registration for the 
All-Church Retreat Opens  
8:45a Worship on the  
Front Lawn or Barron Hall 
9:45-10:45a Note: the new 
time for Sunday School  
10:30-11a Lemonade  
on the Lawn  
11a Worship in the 
Sanctuary | Livestream 
5p Stephen Ministry  
Supervision 

12 
10a Staff Meeting  
 
 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14 
10:30a Adult Bible 
Study in FCR/Zoom 
6p Youth Summer 
Bible Study meeting at 
various locations 
6:30p Women’s Bible 
Study w/Erin  

15 
8a Men’s Bible 
Study via Zoom 
10:15a Yoga in 
The Loft 
 

16  
7a Men’s Bible 
Study via Zoom 
(Chick-fil-A | 
Bearden group) 
 
 
 

17 
 
 
 
 
 

18  
8:45a Worship on the  
Front Lawn or Barron Hall 
9:45-10:45a Note: the new 
time for Sunday School  
10:30-11a Lemonade  
on the Lawn  
11a Worship in the 
Sanctuary | Livestream 
 

19 
10a Staff Meeting  
10:15a Yoga in  
The Loft 
 

 

20 
FISH Ministry  
food drop off 
 

21 
10:30a Adult Bible 
Study in FCR/Zoom 
6p Youth Summer 
Bible Study meeting at 
various locations 
6:30p Women’s Bible 
Study w/Erin  
 
 

22 
8a Men’s Bible 
Study via Zoom 
10:15a Yoga in 
The Loft 
 
  

23  
 

24 
The Loft’s 
Lake Day 
“Summer 
Shindig” for 
Middle and 
High School 
Youth 

25 
8:45a Worship on the  
Front Lawn or Barron Hall 
9:45-10:45a Note: the new 
time for Sunday School  
10:30-11a Lemonade  
on the Lawn  
11a Worship in the 
Sanctuary | Livestream 
4:30p Stephen Ministry  
Training  

26 
10a Staff Meeting  
10:15a Yoga in  
The Loft 
 
 
The Great Escape | 
Middle School Camp 
at Southwind 

27 
 

28 
10:30a Adult Bible 
Study in FCR/Zoom 
6p Youth Summer 
Bible Study meeting at 
various locations 
6:30p Women’s Bible 
Study w/Erin  
 
 
 

29 
8a Men’s Bible 
Study via Zoom 
10:15a Yoga in 
The Loft 

30 
7a Men’s Bible 
Study via Zoom 
(Chick-fil-A | 
Bearden group) 

31 

 July 2021 | at a Glance 

 
Pets, Bring Your People on Saturday,  

July 10! The Health and Wholeness Team is hosting 
a walk around Sequoyah. Meet in the front parking lot 
of the church at 9:00 a.m. Coffee, friendly dogs, and 
folks of all ages are welcome. Any questions, email 
Tom Gaines at tgaines@utmck.edu. 

mailto:tgaines@utmck.edu


J o in  u s  J uly  1 1  

th rough   

Augus t  8  f o r ou r  

se rmon se r ie s ,   

“ E v e ry day  W is do m:  

P rov e rb s  f o r th e  

Da ily  Wa lk ”   

Every Opportunity 
to Make a Difference 
Vance Link. In Our Church.  
In Our Community. In Our 
Hearts.  
 

There are not many people in the 
world like our dear friend Vance 
Link. Close your eyes and you can 
see him smiling, laughing, and patting 
a parishioner on the back as he 
hands out Sunday bulletins. He is 
always joyfully and faithfully  
exercising one of his many roles  
and jobs in the church.   

As Clerk of the Session for 30 years, 
Vance took his responsibility as if 
his place in heaven were at stake!  
He worked closely with the church 
staff, and somehow they learned to 
correctly decipher his secret code in 
the minutes, always leaving them 
accurate and complete.  He dutifully 
gave the thumbs up that a quorum 
was present for Congregational 
Meetings and maintained required 
annual records for the PCUSA  
denomination. Vance’s devotionals 
at Session Meetings were challenging 
and memorable. They reflected his 
deep faith and were delivered with 
great conviction and passion. The 
consummate Elder, Vance was  
utterly reliable and competent as 
Clerk – the one every pastor would 
want the Clerk to be! 

Vance is authentically humble,  

reliable, and devoted to the SHPC 
congregation. He has ushered for 
worship on Sunday mornings and 
for special services at Christmas and 
Holy Week for decades. Whether 
greeting, lighting candles, putting out 
extra chairs, escorting people to their 
seats, or chatting up the other ushers, 
Vance has the situation under control. 
His gracious manner at funerals, 
usually with people he knows very 
well, is the perfect balance of  
compassion, community, and  
reverence.   

Vance loves children and they love 
him back, not just on the ball field 
but in this congregation they vie to 
have him as their sponsor when they 
are preparing to join the church in 
Confirmation Class. Living with  
diabetes makes him particularly 
compassionate to congregants of  
all ages with medical issues. As a  
Stephen Minister he was willing to 
give of his time to support others 
going through difficult situations.  
Vance is just a genuinely good guy!! 

Like I said, there are not many  
people in the world like my dear 
friend Vance Link! I am grateful to 
God that our time at Sequoyah Hills 
Presbyterian Church overlapped!  
-Bill Barron 
 

A portion of Johnson Brownlow’s 

devotion at the May Session Meeting 

I’m a math person, so I’d like to do  
a little math for you.      

7 x 5 x 3 x 2 | 7 innings, 5 at bats per inning |  
3 pitches per at bat and 2 teams hitting per inning = 210 
pitches per game | 210 x 3 | 3 games per weekend = 630 
pitches per weekend | 630 x 10 | 10 games per season = 
6,300 pitches per season | 6,300 x 45 = 283,500 

Based on my assumptions, 283,500 
is probably on the low side, but 
nonetheless, what I’ve calculated  
as possible opportunities provided 
for someone to feel better about 
themselves. 283,500 windows for 
someone to be a hero for the day. 
283,500 chances to make an impact 
that could last a lifetime, as it has in 
my case.  

45 years of being the most positive, 
supportive, understanding, and joyful 
person at the entire ballpark, I estimate 
that Vance Link has thrown 283,500 
pitches in his career on the baseball 
field.  

And, not only has he provided nearly 

300k opportunities for a child to get 
a hit, but in many cases, he created 
those opportunities by putting the 
ball in the path of the bat as opposed 
to the bat going into the path of the 
ball. I was one of those kids who 
had that experience nearly 30 years 
ago. And this past weekend I saw 
Vance throwing to a new batch of 
young baseball players with the same 
level of joy and enthusiasm he had 
with me. It is clear to me that he has 
been blessed with the patience of 
Job to deal with unwieldy parents, 
angry coaches, and struggling players. 
I can’t help but believe he is certainly  
a saint in disguise. I am grateful today 
for Vance Link, for the positive  
impact that he has had on so many 
young lives and his continued service 
to this community. In closing, I’d 
like to lift up Vance and not only 
thank him for his service to this 
congregation, but to the countless 
lives of young baseball players who 
he has influenced in what I can only 
assume is the longest tenure of any 
starting pitcher. Vance, all I ask is 
that you put off retirement until my 
kiddos have a chance to play in 
“Vance league”.   



Happy Retirement, 
Ms. Amy!  
When our church members hear the 
word SHEEP the first person they 
think of is Amy Kerlin. She has been a 
part of this ministry since its inception. 
Amy was on the planning committee 
and was instrumental in helping to 
fulfill all of the state requirements to 
be licensed as a preschool. She was  
a classroom teacher when SHEEP 
opened in August 2002 and in October 
of the following year was named  
Director. Since Amy began that  
position 17+ years ago SHEEP has 
become one of the most highly sought 
after successful preschool programs  
in our community. She has been  
instrumental in touching the lives of at 
least 1000 children and their families.  
She is just as dedicated to the staff.  
The majority have been at SHEEP 
10+ years, and 8 current staff have 
children that attend or attended 
SHEEP. On behalf of all of the  
children, families, and staff, we are 
grateful to Amy for her dedication, 
love, and leadership to the SHEEP 
community. We are blessed to know 
her. -Dottie Arnett 
 

To be asked to write a paragraph 
about Amy Reeves Kerlin and her gift 
to our church as SHEEP Director is 
one of the greatest honors and can 

Join us for the All-Church  

Stay-Retreat, August 13-14.   
Come, take a step with us this Fall, to be renewed, refreshed, and reconnected!  
Our guest speaker will be local pastor and businessman, Buddy Sexton. Many of 
you will remember Buddy as he has preached at SHPC on several occasions.   

Kickoff begins on Friday afternoon at Hunter Valley Farm with games, food 
trucks, ice-cream, and Buddy's first talk.  

Saturday will begin early with some optional activities at Lakeshore Park, then 
Buddy’s session in Barron Hall, an afternoon of free time activities for all ages, 
and returning to Barron Hall in the evening for a cook-out and more fellowship.  

Join us Sunday for Rally Day activities with breakfast in Barron Hall, followed by 
an opportunity for our children to meet their Sunday School teachers in their 
new classrooms, all prior to 11:00 a.m. worship. (please see back cover of newsletter)  

Nursery and childcare will be provided Friday evening and Saturday morning. The cost for the stay-retreat is $50 for adults and 
$20 for children (the cost includes Friday evening food truck meal, and three meals on Saturday). Online reservations will be 
taken July 11-August 2. You may also call the church office for reservations. We hope you ALL will come!  
-Anna Dale and Susan Hyde, Congregational Life Committee 

hardly be summed up in a few mere 
words. Amy and I have known each 
other for over forty years. We met at 
UT, pledged Chi Omega, became  
instant heart friends who roomed  
together our college years until we 
married. Amy has used her invaluable 
spiritual gifts of love, compassion, 
integrity, and a wonderful sense of 
humor to nurture the children of not 
only our church, but from all areas of 
Knoxville. Having the privilege of 
serving on the SHEEP Board I  
witnessed firsthand the professional 
way Amy handled the day-to-day  
operations of SHEEP, always striving 
to run a top-notch preschool which 
set the children’s foundation both  
academically and spiritually for their 
years ahead.  Amy has always loved 
children and I am so thankful my 
sweet friend listened to the call the 
Lord placed on her heart during her 
college years.  Our children are the 
ones blessed by her service and  
devotion to Sequoyah Hills Presbyterian 
Church and the SHEEP program. 
Thank you, Amy!!! Happy Retirement!! 
She will be missed, but selfishly I am 
excited that she will have more free 
time. I plan to take advantage of it!  
-Martha Dolinak 



Our Local  
Mission  
Focus for  
July is  
KICKO  

Our Local Missions focus for July is 
KICKO (Knoxville Inner City Kids 
Outreach), another local agency we 
support through our benevolences. 
Since 1995, their mission has been “to 
transform our inner-city by equipping 
and empowering its  
children to fully realize their potential 
and discover their God-given destiny.”   

The heartbeat of their ministry is their 
Sidewalk Sonday School programs.  
This is a unique, mobile ministry  
that takes fun-filled, faith-infused  
programming to elementary age  
children in our inner-city.  Through 
weekly visits to one of the 13 sites 
where they are currently serving, they 
look for ways to build relationships 
and develop faith among the children 
in our city.  Their desire is to reach 
every kid for Christ! 

You can help this wonderful ministry 

by donating school supplies for 

the children they serve.   

Following are some specific items they 
need:  Elmer’s glue sticks, Fiskar blunt 
tip and non-blunt tip scissors, boxes 
of 24 CRAYOLA crayons, boxes of 
Ticonderoga #2 pencils, 24 count  
colored pencils, sandwich and quart 
size baggies, boxes of Kleenex and 
zipper pouches for pencils, etc.  We 
will be collecting these school supplies 
throughout the month of July in the 
bins marked for KICKO at the back 
of the sanctuary and in the church 
office.    

Once again, thank you for reaching 
“outside our walls” to partner in  
ministry with KICKO and the  
children they serve.   
-Cammy Glover, Local Missions Chair 

Excerpts from a thank you note for the  

donation of Bibles to the “Outside These 

Walls” Revival.  

“THANK YOU, Sequoyah Hills  
Presbyterian Church Family, for your 
generosity for providing Bibles and 
devotionals for the Outside These 
Walls City Wide Revival on May 30.   
We had beautiful weather and the 
Spirit of the Lord was all over the 
grounds.  The Word was preached, the 
songs were beautiful, praise was in the 
air, vaccines were given, the multitude 
was fed, folks got saved, baptized and 
Bibles were distributed.  Surplus Bibles 
will be disbursed throughout our  
community through C.O.N.N.E.C.T. 
Ministries and God’s Place Ministries 
(specific to the homeless population).  
Your generosity is overwhelming, and 
we are truly grateful.”   
-Keira Wyatt, Executive Director  

 

pictured at right:  Carl Taylor 
and Keira Wyatt receiving the  
200 Bibles SHPC donated. 

SHPC Begins Visioning Process  
with Generis’ Dave Travis 
As approved by Session in May, SHPC is beginning a strategic vision process with Generis, a 
Christian consulting company. Through this process, we’ll be challenged to discern where we’ve 
been as a church, who we are now, and more to the point, where we sense God is calling us to  
go as a congregation. 

Last month Dave Travis, who will be our main point of contact, began guiding us through this process. 

Over a quick day and a half-long visit to our church, Dave visited with Pastor Jay and other staff members, gathered  
information about the scope of our ministry, took a tour of the building, along with a couple of walking tours of our  
neighborhood, all in a sense of getting an on-the-ground picture of where we are and who we are.  

This was just the first step in a long process, and Dave will be back later this month for more conversations with staff and  
the team at SHPC that will be leading this process, headed up by Betsy Child. 

The goal of all of these steps is that together we can discern how God is leading us as a church in the next 5-7 years of 
ministry together. What will our focuses be? How will we serve Christ in this next season? What should we prioritize?  
If we feel we are being called to this, then what do we need to address or change now?  

Big questions, and we’re excited to see what the Lord has in store.   



Get to know your  
SHPC staff  a bit better! 

SESSION RECAP | June 8, 

2021 | In-person and via 

Zoom 
 

● 22 of 27 elders present, Revs. 
Hamburger, Howell, and Lampley; 
Clerk of Session Lisa Oglesby; 
Business Administrator Katie 
McHargue  
● Devotion from Elder Lisa 
Oglesby 
● Elected Lisa Oglesby as Clerk  
of Session 
● Main order of the day was  
conversation with Dave Travis 
from Generis. 
● Report from Church Health 
Task Force, and voted to dissolve 
Church Health Task Force  
effective June 30, 2021.  
● Approved Asking Budget for 
2022 

Becky Guyton, Office Manager 

A verse of Scripture that has meant a lot to you in your life | Proverbs 3:5, 
my salvation scripture: “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on 
your own understanding.”   

Favorite place you’ve ever travelled | Egypt 

Favorite ice cream flavor | Chocolate 

What part of your role at SHPC brings you the most joy | Being of service to 
the congregation, my colleagues, and our neighbors. 

What is one of your most cherished memories growing up | Family beach trips 

What are you most looking forward to in this year? | Being together and back 
to “normal” 

Throughout the summer, all 
youth are invited to gather on 

Wednesday nights from 6-8 
p.m. to eat dinner, hang out, 

and learn about the Bible.  
Summer Studies are hosted in the 

homes of parents and leaders 
(locations announced weekly), so 
join the fun and sign up to host a 

Wednesday Bible Study now: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/10c0c4badab2fa6fdc16-
summer 

The JOY Fellowship 
hosted the June Church 
and Community lunch 
in The Loft. The group 
enjoyed a delicious chicken 
pasta salad from Ham n’ 
Goodys. A big thanks to 
Julieanne Foy for sharing 
her program on the  
exciting future plans for 
Lakeshore Park. 

Our 2021 Youth VBS Volunteers ROCK! Thanks  
to our youth ministry for giving of their time, their 
humor, their patience, and their hearts when pitching 
in that first week in June to help with VBS! 

Judd Shaw, the general  

presbyter of the Presbytery of 

East Tennessee retired on June 30 

after 11 years of service in this role.   

He will be honored for his faithful  
service at the presbytery meeting on 
August 14 at John Knox Center.  
-Karen White, Moderator of the 
 Presbytery of East Tennessee 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c4badab2fa6fdc16-summer
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c4badab2fa6fdc16-summer
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c4badab2fa6fdc16-summer


 
Blessed By This One  
Laura Cutter’s five years of service blessed not only our youth, 

but also our congregation. In the early season of her service  

as Youth Director at SHPC, we had already employed a  

professional consulting team, Ministry Architects, so we  

mutually benefited by this team helping Laura, our youth, and 

parents draw up a youth ministry vision and goals. From this, 

renovations for the top floor of the Spitzer Ed. Building  

allowed us to create “The Loft,” a great space Laura designed 

for our middle and high school Sunday school, Sunday Night 

Fellowship, and Wednesday night gatherings. In executing the 

new vision, students were able to continue some of their  

favorite ministries like our winter high school ski retreat,  

mid-week Bible studies, and leading worship on Youth Sunday. Laura also helped with ideas for some new ministries: a middle 

school conference in Florida, a high school mission trip to Jamaica, and a youth retreat weekend to Holston Presbytery Camp. 

We are especially thankful for Laura’s skills in relationships and discipleship. –Rev. Mark Lampley 

Faith, Fellowship, and Fun | Jesus Is The Ticket! 
VBS 2021 Was A Blast With A Big Top Carnival 
Finale On Thursday To Close the Show! 

 

What a sweet week we had at VBS. It was so 
great to see so many children learning about 
Jesus! We all enjoyed the simple “old school” 
VBS week. The children loved being together 
laughing, singing, memorizing Scripture, learning 
stories from the Bible, playing games, and 
crafts! Thanks to all my volunteers that helped 
to make this week happen! -Mary Emily Morris 

Due to continuing flood issues downstairs, Children and Worship is moving to the Spitzer Ed. Building beginning 

Sunday, July 4. Children ages 4 through 1st grade will meet Mary Emily in the back of the sanctuary during the “Passing of 
the Peace,” of the 11:00 service. She will walk them to the Spitzer Ed. Bldg. Children and Worship will meet in the Kingdom, 
Drama Room (located on the bottom floor of the Spitzer Ed. Bldg.). You can pick your child up in there immediately  
following the 11:00 service. Please contact Mary Emily if you have any questions at memorris@sequoyahchurch.org.  

mailto:memorris@sequoyahchurch.org
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      MARK YOUR CALENDARS, FRIENDS!    

 Rally Day is Sunday, August 15.  
 Join us for breakfast in Barron Hall beginning at 9:45 a.m. At 10:15 a.m. children and youth will go to Sunday school 
 rooms to meet their 2021/22 teachers/leaders. Worship with us at 8:45 a.m. on the lawn or 11:00 a.m. in the sanctuary.  

 
 

 Wednesday Night Fellowship Kick-off is August 18.  
 Join us for a cook-out on the front lawn with good fellowship, snow cones, a bounce house, and two waterslides.  
 Kids, bring your bathing suits and towels! 

@sequoyahchurch 

 

 

 

Baptism 

Miles Townsend Lee  

son of Parker and Emma Lee 

Sunday, June 27 
 

 

Deaths   
 

Michelle Jenkins 

Monday, June 14 
 

Ed Clark 

Monday, June 21 
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Look out here come the 

rising 6th graders!  

Lots of fun was had at 

Soaky Mountain with  

this cute group in June!  

Lemonade on the Lawn:  

Come out for some cold 

lemonade and warm  

fellowship every summer 

Sunday from 10:30 to 

11:00 a.m. on the lawn  

just outside the Bell  

Tower. 


