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January 2, 2022
Zechariah 8:20-23 and John 17:20-24

We’ve been in a sermon series connecting with the Old Testament priest Zechariah. He
played an important role for God in the community restoration, during a season when the Jews
felt like they lived in a foreign land even in their home town, Jerusalem. Zechariah was an
encourager. He spurred on the Jews to obediently respond to God’s call. They were to rebuild
the temple as they returned from exile in Babylon.
Over the last month, we’ve heard sermons on Zechariah chapters 6, 7, and 8. Today, we
finish chapter 8, wherein Zechariah talks about the future. I can’t image a week in our culture
(like this past week) when we think so much about what may come for our future. We speculate
over: new year’s resolutions, new fitness goals, and new semesters, on this first Sunday of a new
year.
To set up the Old Testament Scripture reading, note God has been saying he would do a
new thing. He’d mercifully: restore things, gather people together again, make things marvelous.
God had been at work among His people and is still at work making things new.
As always in Scripture, God is the main actor in the drama of restorative hope. We are
supporting actors and actresses to help bring others to God, who graciously blesses all.
Listen, as we drop down into the conclusion of Zechariah 8: 20-23.
Thus says the LORD of hosts: Peoples shall yet come, the inhabitants of many
cities; the inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, “Come, let us go to
entreat the favor of the LORD, and to seek the LORD of hosts; I myself am
going.” Many peoples and strong nations shall come to seek the LORD of hosts in
Jerusalem, and to entreat the favor of the LORD. Thus says the LORD of hosts: In
those days ten men from nations of every language shall take hold of a Jew,
grasping his garment and saying, “Let us go with you, for we have heard that God
is with you.”
Zechariah 8:20-23
“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in
me through their word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I
am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent
me. The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one,
as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so
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that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you
have loved me. Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be
with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved
me before the foundation of the world.
John 17:20-24
What I hear the New Testament and Old Testament passages telling us is that: God is:
with us, loving us, and seeking to bless us, even as we are invited to seek Him.
Consider this powerful word “Emmanuel.” God with us. It’s a delight to be reminded of
this. God-with-us is our hope in persevering in the faith during the pandemic. It really reassures
us that God remains steadfast, as a rock and refuge, amidst a deadly pestilence.
There are always times when we and others need this hope-full message. We often hear
of: someone’s declining health, relational difficulties, a struggle with addiction over here, or a
storm-of-some-sort over there… Hearing God is close, right by our side, empathetic to challengescan certainly help us maintain hope to be restored. By God’s grace, we can still have peace and
joy through the storms.
Remember in the classic Christmas hymn, we sing of God-in-our-midst? “Veiled in flesh
the God-head see; Hail the incarnate Deity, pleased in flesh with us to dwell, Jesus our Emmanuel.
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” In this newborn King, God has made
himself like a person that we can relate to. We can share in his birth, death, and resurrection.
Out of God’s great love for us, God sent His son as one we could approach. We’re drawn
to Him as an innocent, precious, vulnerable newborn. God the Father wanted us to have rapport
with his son, so Jesus was born in an ordinary way to an ordinary teenage couple, in a rather
ordinary community called Bethlehem. Like the rest of us, he came through flesh and blood,
sweat and love. In humility, Jesus had to be held, nursed, and changed. When the Word became
Flesh, it was indeed so ordinary that some still do not know who He is and His significance
everywhere.
Rev. Ashley-Anne Masters, who has worked in campus and congregational ministry, tells
of a story that happened around Christmas, a few years ago, in a very ordinary setting. She said
she was standing in a grocery store check-out line when the customer in front of her asked the
clerk a question. The conversation went like so:
Customer: “Do you have Christmas stamps?”
Clerk: “No. We just have Liberty Bell and some lady holding a baby.”
Customer: “Can I see them? That’s Mary holding Jesus. I’ll take those.”
Clerk: “How did they get a picture of them?”
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Customer looks back at me to hide laughing, so I chime in, “I bet it’s someone’s
interpretation of what they may have looked like.”
Clerk: “Maybe. ‘Cause I don’t think anyone took pictures back then.”
The customer went on about her purchase. The customer behind me and I
pretended to look at magazines in attempt to snuff our laughter. As the clerk
scanned my items, she kept going back to “some lady holding a baby.” She said
she sold those stamps for weeks and never knew it was Mary and Jesus.
I put on my best game face and attempted to converse with her. I even managed
to say, with a straight face, “It could happen to anyone.”
As I retrieved my bags, I couldn’t help but wish her “Merry Christmas” as I walked
away. She responded, “Hey, you too!”
God is with us, even when we don’t know it or recognize him. It’s common for us (or
others) to misunderstand who Jesus is and what he did in becoming the flesh of God. Despite
ignorance or oversight, the Lord values others above himself, so He came from heaven to earth.
For those who don’t know, we are encouraged to introduce them to Emmanuel. In
gratitude to God’s gift of salvation, we reveal to others the difference God has made in our lives.
Not only is it good news that God is with us, but it’s also good news that God loves us so deeply.
John wrote,
“God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the
world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins”
1 John 4:9-10.
Our Savior was sent to give light to those walking in darkness. He came for those who are
weak and need help, for those who don’t feel completely confident about 2022. Jesus was
lovingly born to those who need a physician’s care. In this, we see Jesus sympathizes with our
weaknesses. Through the prophet, we’re invited to catch a vision with a future which may seem
impossible, given the current circumstances in our: polarized politics, threats to environment,
debates over rights, and the lists of challenges could go on and on.
We’re offered a future, God’s future, beyond the present moment, past the depressing
news we hear. God provides for a restorative end which He started and is doing a new thing
through us. So, we show God cares by having a faith oriented not in fear, but in hope, a faith in
God’s sovereign power and purposes. In this, we model for the world that God loves and cares
for everyone’s future.
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Finally, as we declare in word and deed that God loves, we also can be confident that God
seeks to bless us.
In Paul’s first reported sermon, he says, “Jesus came to earth that everyone would seek
God, in the hope that they might feel their way toward him and find him.”
It’s no wonder that many claim for themselves what the Psalmist testifies.
O Lord, you have searched me and known me.
You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
you discern my thoughts from far away.
You search out my path and my lying down,
and are acquainted with all my ways. (Ps. 139:1-3).
Jesus- himself- on his final days on earth, intercedes for all believers. He boldly prays to
His Father, praying for those who WILL believe in him. It’s a prayer 2,000+ years old that is still
being answered by the Almighty. Through his prayer, Jesus is saying you are beloved and worth
going after. YOU, the one he was born for and would die on the cross for, you are cherished.
The Prince of Peace still seeks to bless those who hunger for a Savior. And, the great thing
about it is that we get to participate in that blessing.
Through us, not exclusively but significantly, God fulfills the prophecy and continues
drawing people to Himself. Many people. Those from other cities recruiting others- even from
powerful cities- hold onto our faith, eager for us to take them to the Lord to ask for God’s
blessings.
Friends, keep hold of the vision of everyone coming together to know a God who wants
a relationship with us: who chooses to be with us, who loves for us, and seeks to bless us. This
way, in the new year and decades to come, many will join with that angelic Christmas choir and
find a way to bring hope to others because of what God has done!
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen!
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that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you
have loved me. Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be
with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved
me before the foundation of the world.
John 17:20-24
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There are always times when we and others need this hope-full message. We often hear
of: someone’s declining health, relational difficulties, a struggle with addiction over here, or a
storm-of-some-sort over there… Hearing God is close, right by our side, empathetic to challengescan certainly help us maintain hope to be restored. By God’s grace, we can still have peace and
joy through the storms.
Remember in the classic Christmas hymn, we sing of God-in-our-midst? “Veiled in flesh
the God-head see; Hail the incarnate Deity, pleased in flesh with us to dwell, Jesus our Emmanuel.
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” In this newborn King, God has made
himself like a person that we can relate to. We can share in his birth, death, and resurrection.
Out of God’s great love for us, God sent His son as one we could approach. We’re drawn
to Him as an innocent, precious, vulnerable newborn. God the Father wanted us to have rapport
with his son, so Jesus was born in an ordinary way to an ordinary teenage couple, in a rather
ordinary community called Bethlehem. Like the rest of us, he came through flesh and blood,
sweat and love. In humility, Jesus had to be held, nursed, and changed. When the Word became
Flesh, it was indeed so ordinary that some still do not know who He is and His significance
everywhere.
Rev. Ashley-Anne Masters, who has worked in campus and congregational ministry, tells
of a story that happened around Christmas, a few years ago, in a very ordinary setting. She said
she was standing in a grocery store check-out line when the customer in front of her asked the
clerk a question. The conversation went like so:
Customer: “Do you have Christmas stamps?”
Clerk: “No. We just have Liberty Bell and some lady holding a baby.”
Customer: “Can I see them? That’s Mary holding Jesus. I’ll take those.”
Clerk: “How did they get a picture of them?”
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Customer looks back at me to hide laughing, so I chime in, “I bet it’s someone’s
interpretation of what they may have looked like.”
Clerk: “Maybe. ‘Cause I don’t think anyone took pictures back then.”
The customer went on about her purchase. The customer behind me and I
pretended to look at magazines in attempt to snuff our laughter. As the clerk
scanned my items, she kept going back to “some lady holding a baby.” She said
she sold those stamps for weeks and never knew it was Mary and Jesus.
I put on my best game face and attempted to converse with her. I even managed
to say, with a straight face, “It could happen to anyone.”
As I retrieved my bags, I couldn’t help but wish her “Merry Christmas” as I walked
away. She responded, “Hey, you too!”
God is with us, even when we don’t know it or recognize him. It’s common for us (or
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ignorance or oversight, the Lord values others above himself, so He came from heaven to earth.
For those who don’t know, we are encouraged to introduce them to Emmanuel. In
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John wrote,
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1 John 4:9-10.
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weaknesses. Through the prophet, we’re invited to catch a vision with a future which may seem
impossible, given the current circumstances in our: polarized politics, threats to environment,
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news we hear. God provides for a restorative end which He started and is doing a new thing
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The Prince of Peace still seeks to bless those who hunger for a Savior. And, the great thing
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Customer looks back at me to hide laughing, so I chime in, “I bet it’s someone’s
interpretation of what they may have looked like.”
Clerk: “Maybe. ‘Cause I don’t think anyone took pictures back then.”
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the God-head see; Hail the incarnate Deity, pleased in flesh with us to dwell, Jesus our Emmanuel.
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” In this newborn King, God has made
himself like a person that we can relate to. We can share in his birth, death, and resurrection.
Out of God’s great love for us, God sent His son as one we could approach. We’re drawn
to Him as an innocent, precious, vulnerable newborn. God the Father wanted us to have rapport
with his son, so Jesus was born in an ordinary way to an ordinary teenage couple, in a rather
ordinary community called Bethlehem. Like the rest of us, he came through flesh and blood,
sweat and love. In humility, Jesus had to be held, nursed, and changed. When the Word became
Flesh, it was indeed so ordinary that some still do not know who He is and His significance
everywhere.
Rev. Ashley-Anne Masters, who has worked in campus and congregational ministry, tells
of a story that happened around Christmas, a few years ago, in a very ordinary setting. She said
she was standing in a grocery store check-out line when the customer in front of her asked the
clerk a question. The conversation went like so:
Customer: “Do you have Christmas stamps?”
Clerk: “No. We just have Liberty Bell and some lady holding a baby.”
Customer: “Can I see them? That’s Mary holding Jesus. I’ll take those.”
Clerk: “How did they get a picture of them?”
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Customer looks back at me to hide laughing, so I chime in, “I bet it’s someone’s
interpretation of what they may have looked like.”
Clerk: “Maybe. ‘Cause I don’t think anyone took pictures back then.”
The customer went on about her purchase. The customer behind me and I
pretended to look at magazines in attempt to snuff our laughter. As the clerk
scanned my items, she kept going back to “some lady holding a baby.” She said
she sold those stamps for weeks and never knew it was Mary and Jesus.
I put on my best game face and attempted to converse with her. I even managed
to say, with a straight face, “It could happen to anyone.”
As I retrieved my bags, I couldn’t help but wish her “Merry Christmas” as I walked
away. She responded, “Hey, you too!”
God is with us, even when we don’t know it or recognize him. It’s common for us (or
others) to misunderstand who Jesus is and what he did in becoming the flesh of God. Despite
ignorance or oversight, the Lord values others above himself, so He came from heaven to earth.
For those who don’t know, we are encouraged to introduce them to Emmanuel. In
gratitude to God’s gift of salvation, we reveal to others the difference God has made in our lives.
Not only is it good news that God is with us, but it’s also good news that God loves us so deeply.
John wrote,
“God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the
world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins”
1 John 4:9-10.
Our Savior was sent to give light to those walking in darkness. He came for those who are
weak and need help, for those who don’t feel completely confident about 2022. Jesus was
lovingly born to those who need a physician’s care. In this, we see Jesus sympathizes with our
weaknesses. Through the prophet, we’re invited to catch a vision with a future which may seem
impossible, given the current circumstances in our: polarized politics, threats to environment,
debates over rights, and the lists of challenges could go on and on.
We’re offered a future, God’s future, beyond the present moment, past the depressing
news we hear. God provides for a restorative end which He started and is doing a new thing
through us. So, we show God cares by having a faith oriented not in fear, but in hope, a faith in
God’s sovereign power and purposes. In this, we model for the world that God loves and cares
for everyone’s future.
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Finally, as we declare in word and deed that God loves, we also can be confident that God
seeks to bless us.
In Paul’s first reported sermon, he says, “Jesus came to earth that everyone would seek
God, in the hope that they might feel their way toward him and find him.”
It’s no wonder that many claim for themselves what the Psalmist testifies.
O Lord, you have searched me and known me.
You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
you discern my thoughts from far away.
You search out my path and my lying down,
and are acquainted with all my ways. (Ps. 139:1-3).
Jesus- himself- on his final days on earth, intercedes for all believers. He boldly prays to
His Father, praying for those who WILL believe in him. It’s a prayer 2,000+ years old that is still
being answered by the Almighty. Through his prayer, Jesus is saying you are beloved and worth
going after. YOU, the one he was born for and would die on the cross for, you are cherished.
The Prince of Peace still seeks to bless those who hunger for a Savior. And, the great thing
about it is that we get to participate in that blessing.
Through us, not exclusively but significantly, God fulfills the prophecy and continues
drawing people to Himself. Many people. Those from other cities recruiting others- even from
powerful cities- hold onto our faith, eager for us to take them to the Lord to ask for God’s
blessings.
Friends, keep hold of the vision of everyone coming together to know a God who wants
a relationship with us: who chooses to be with us, who loves for us, and seeks to bless us. This
way, in the new year and decades to come, many will join with that angelic Christmas choir and
find a way to bring hope to others because of what God has done!
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen!
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“Prepare Him Room: Stamps”
Rev. Mark Lampley (delivered by Jay Howell)
January 2, 2022
Zechariah 8:20-23 and John 17:20-24

We’ve been in a sermon series connecting with the Old Testament priest Zechariah. He
played an important role for God in the community restoration, during a season when the Jews
felt like they lived in a foreign land even in their home town, Jerusalem. Zechariah was an
encourager. He spurred on the Jews to obediently respond to God’s call. They were to rebuild
the temple as they returned from exile in Babylon.
Over the last month, we’ve heard sermons on Zechariah chapters 6, 7, and 8. Today, we
finish chapter 8, wherein Zechariah talks about the future. I can’t image a week in our culture
(like this past week) when we think so much about what may come for our future. We speculate
over: new year’s resolutions, new fitness goals, and new semesters, on this first Sunday of a new
year.
To set up the Old Testament Scripture reading, note God has been saying he would do a
new thing. He’d mercifully: restore things, gather people together again, make things marvelous.
God had been at work among His people and is still at work making things new.
As always in Scripture, God is the main actor in the drama of restorative hope. We are
supporting actors and actresses to help bring others to God, who graciously blesses all.
Listen, as we drop down into the conclusion of Zechariah 8: 20-23.
Thus says the LORD of hosts: Peoples shall yet come, the inhabitants of many
cities; the inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, “Come, let us go to
entreat the favor of the LORD, and to seek the LORD of hosts; I myself am
going.” Many peoples and strong nations shall come to seek the LORD of hosts in
Jerusalem, and to entreat the favor of the LORD. Thus says the LORD of hosts: In
those days ten men from nations of every language shall take hold of a Jew,
grasping his garment and saying, “Let us go with you, for we have heard that God
is with you.”
Zechariah 8:20-23
“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in
me through their word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I
am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent
me. The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one,
as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so
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that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you
have loved me. Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be
with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved
me before the foundation of the world.
John 17:20-24
What I hear the New Testament and Old Testament passages telling us is that: God is:
with us, loving us, and seeking to bless us, even as we are invited to seek Him.
Consider this powerful word “Emmanuel.” God with us. It’s a delight to be reminded of
this. God-with-us is our hope in persevering in the faith during the pandemic. It really reassures
us that God remains steadfast, as a rock and refuge, amidst a deadly pestilence.
There are always times when we and others need this hope-full message. We often hear
of: someone’s declining health, relational difficulties, a struggle with addiction over here, or a
storm-of-some-sort over there… Hearing God is close, right by our side, empathetic to challengescan certainly help us maintain hope to be restored. By God’s grace, we can still have peace and
joy through the storms.
Remember in the classic Christmas hymn, we sing of God-in-our-midst? “Veiled in flesh
the God-head see; Hail the incarnate Deity, pleased in flesh with us to dwell, Jesus our Emmanuel.
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” In this newborn King, God has made
himself like a person that we can relate to. We can share in his birth, death, and resurrection.
Out of God’s great love for us, God sent His son as one we could approach. We’re drawn
to Him as an innocent, precious, vulnerable newborn. God the Father wanted us to have rapport
with his son, so Jesus was born in an ordinary way to an ordinary teenage couple, in a rather
ordinary community called Bethlehem. Like the rest of us, he came through flesh and blood,
sweat and love. In humility, Jesus had to be held, nursed, and changed. When the Word became
Flesh, it was indeed so ordinary that some still do not know who He is and His significance
everywhere.
Rev. Ashley-Anne Masters, who has worked in campus and congregational ministry, tells
of a story that happened around Christmas, a few years ago, in a very ordinary setting. She said
she was standing in a grocery store check-out line when the customer in front of her asked the
clerk a question. The conversation went like so:
Customer: “Do you have Christmas stamps?”
Clerk: “No. We just have Liberty Bell and some lady holding a baby.”
Customer: “Can I see them? That’s Mary holding Jesus. I’ll take those.”
Clerk: “How did they get a picture of them?”
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Customer looks back at me to hide laughing, so I chime in, “I bet it’s someone’s
interpretation of what they may have looked like.”
Clerk: “Maybe. ‘Cause I don’t think anyone took pictures back then.”
The customer went on about her purchase. The customer behind me and I
pretended to look at magazines in attempt to snuff our laughter. As the clerk
scanned my items, she kept going back to “some lady holding a baby.” She said
she sold those stamps for weeks and never knew it was Mary and Jesus.
I put on my best game face and attempted to converse with her. I even managed
to say, with a straight face, “It could happen to anyone.”
As I retrieved my bags, I couldn’t help but wish her “Merry Christmas” as I walked
away. She responded, “Hey, you too!”
God is with us, even when we don’t know it or recognize him. It’s common for us (or
others) to misunderstand who Jesus is and what he did in becoming the flesh of God. Despite
ignorance or oversight, the Lord values others above himself, so He came from heaven to earth.
For those who don’t know, we are encouraged to introduce them to Emmanuel. In
gratitude to God’s gift of salvation, we reveal to others the difference God has made in our lives.
Not only is it good news that God is with us, but it’s also good news that God loves us so deeply.
John wrote,
“God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the
world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins”
1 John 4:9-10.
Our Savior was sent to give light to those walking in darkness. He came for those who are
weak and need help, for those who don’t feel completely confident about 2022. Jesus was
lovingly born to those who need a physician’s care. In this, we see Jesus sympathizes with our
weaknesses. Through the prophet, we’re invited to catch a vision with a future which may seem
impossible, given the current circumstances in our: polarized politics, threats to environment,
debates over rights, and the lists of challenges could go on and on.
We’re offered a future, God’s future, beyond the present moment, past the depressing
news we hear. God provides for a restorative end which He started and is doing a new thing
through us. So, we show God cares by having a faith oriented not in fear, but in hope, a faith in
God’s sovereign power and purposes. In this, we model for the world that God loves and cares
for everyone’s future.
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Finally, as we declare in word and deed that God loves, we also can be confident that God
seeks to bless us.
In Paul’s first reported sermon, he says, “Jesus came to earth that everyone would seek
God, in the hope that they might feel their way toward him and find him.”
It’s no wonder that many claim for themselves what the Psalmist testifies.
O Lord, you have searched me and known me.
You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
you discern my thoughts from far away.
You search out my path and my lying down,
and are acquainted with all my ways. (Ps. 139:1-3).
Jesus- himself- on his final days on earth, intercedes for all believers. He boldly prays to
His Father, praying for those who WILL believe in him. It’s a prayer 2,000+ years old that is still
being answered by the Almighty. Through his prayer, Jesus is saying you are beloved and worth
going after. YOU, the one he was born for and would die on the cross for, you are cherished.
The Prince of Peace still seeks to bless those who hunger for a Savior. And, the great thing
about it is that we get to participate in that blessing.
Through us, not exclusively but significantly, God fulfills the prophecy and continues
drawing people to Himself. Many people. Those from other cities recruiting others- even from
powerful cities- hold onto our faith, eager for us to take them to the Lord to ask for God’s
blessings.
Friends, keep hold of the vision of everyone coming together to know a God who wants
a relationship with us: who chooses to be with us, who loves for us, and seeks to bless us. This
way, in the new year and decades to come, many will join with that angelic Christmas choir and
find a way to bring hope to others because of what God has done!
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen!
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played an important role for God in the community restoration, during a season when the Jews
felt like they lived in a foreign land even in their home town, Jerusalem. Zechariah was an
encourager. He spurred on the Jews to obediently respond to God’s call. They were to rebuild
the temple as they returned from exile in Babylon.
Over the last month, we’ve heard sermons on Zechariah chapters 6, 7, and 8. Today, we
finish chapter 8, wherein Zechariah talks about the future. I can’t image a week in our culture
(like this past week) when we think so much about what may come for our future. We speculate
over: new year’s resolutions, new fitness goals, and new semesters, on this first Sunday of a new
year.
To set up the Old Testament Scripture reading, note God has been saying he would do a
new thing. He’d mercifully: restore things, gather people together again, make things marvelous.
God had been at work among His people and is still at work making things new.
As always in Scripture, God is the main actor in the drama of restorative hope. We are
supporting actors and actresses to help bring others to God, who graciously blesses all.
Listen, as we drop down into the conclusion of Zechariah 8: 20-23.
Thus says the LORD of hosts: Peoples shall yet come, the inhabitants of many
cities; the inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, “Come, let us go to
entreat the favor of the LORD, and to seek the LORD of hosts; I myself am
going.” Many peoples and strong nations shall come to seek the LORD of hosts in
Jerusalem, and to entreat the favor of the LORD. Thus says the LORD of hosts: In
those days ten men from nations of every language shall take hold of a Jew,
grasping his garment and saying, “Let us go with you, for we have heard that God
is with you.”
Zechariah 8:20-23
“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in
me through their word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I
am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent
me. The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one,
as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so
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that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you
have loved me. Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be
with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved
me before the foundation of the world.
John 17:20-24
What I hear the New Testament and Old Testament passages telling us is that: God is:
with us, loving us, and seeking to bless us, even as we are invited to seek Him.
Consider this powerful word “Emmanuel.” God with us. It’s a delight to be reminded of
this. God-with-us is our hope in persevering in the faith during the pandemic. It really reassures
us that God remains steadfast, as a rock and refuge, amidst a deadly pestilence.
There are always times when we and others need this hope-full message. We often hear
of: someone’s declining health, relational difficulties, a struggle with addiction over here, or a
storm-of-some-sort over there… Hearing God is close, right by our side, empathetic to challengescan certainly help us maintain hope to be restored. By God’s grace, we can still have peace and
joy through the storms.
Remember in the classic Christmas hymn, we sing of God-in-our-midst? “Veiled in flesh
the God-head see; Hail the incarnate Deity, pleased in flesh with us to dwell, Jesus our Emmanuel.
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” In this newborn King, God has made
himself like a person that we can relate to. We can share in his birth, death, and resurrection.
Out of God’s great love for us, God sent His son as one we could approach. We’re drawn
to Him as an innocent, precious, vulnerable newborn. God the Father wanted us to have rapport
with his son, so Jesus was born in an ordinary way to an ordinary teenage couple, in a rather
ordinary community called Bethlehem. Like the rest of us, he came through flesh and blood,
sweat and love. In humility, Jesus had to be held, nursed, and changed. When the Word became
Flesh, it was indeed so ordinary that some still do not know who He is and His significance
everywhere.
Rev. Ashley-Anne Masters, who has worked in campus and congregational ministry, tells
of a story that happened around Christmas, a few years ago, in a very ordinary setting. She said
she was standing in a grocery store check-out line when the customer in front of her asked the
clerk a question. The conversation went like so:
Customer: “Do you have Christmas stamps?”
Clerk: “No. We just have Liberty Bell and some lady holding a baby.”
Customer: “Can I see them? That’s Mary holding Jesus. I’ll take those.”
Clerk: “How did they get a picture of them?”
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Customer looks back at me to hide laughing, so I chime in, “I bet it’s someone’s
interpretation of what they may have looked like.”
Clerk: “Maybe. ‘Cause I don’t think anyone took pictures back then.”
The customer went on about her purchase. The customer behind me and I
pretended to look at magazines in attempt to snuff our laughter. As the clerk
scanned my items, she kept going back to “some lady holding a baby.” She said
she sold those stamps for weeks and never knew it was Mary and Jesus.
I put on my best game face and attempted to converse with her. I even managed
to say, with a straight face, “It could happen to anyone.”
As I retrieved my bags, I couldn’t help but wish her “Merry Christmas” as I walked
away. She responded, “Hey, you too!”
God is with us, even when we don’t know it or recognize him. It’s common for us (or
others) to misunderstand who Jesus is and what he did in becoming the flesh of God. Despite
ignorance or oversight, the Lord values others above himself, so He came from heaven to earth.
For those who don’t know, we are encouraged to introduce them to Emmanuel. In
gratitude to God’s gift of salvation, we reveal to others the difference God has made in our lives.
Not only is it good news that God is with us, but it’s also good news that God loves us so deeply.
John wrote,
“God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the
world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins”
1 John 4:9-10.
Our Savior was sent to give light to those walking in darkness. He came for those who are
weak and need help, for those who don’t feel completely confident about 2022. Jesus was
lovingly born to those who need a physician’s care. In this, we see Jesus sympathizes with our
weaknesses. Through the prophet, we’re invited to catch a vision with a future which may seem
impossible, given the current circumstances in our: polarized politics, threats to environment,
debates over rights, and the lists of challenges could go on and on.
We’re offered a future, God’s future, beyond the present moment, past the depressing
news we hear. God provides for a restorative end which He started and is doing a new thing
through us. So, we show God cares by having a faith oriented not in fear, but in hope, a faith in
God’s sovereign power and purposes. In this, we model for the world that God loves and cares
for everyone’s future.
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Finally, as we declare in word and deed that God loves, we also can be confident that God
seeks to bless us.
In Paul’s first reported sermon, he says, “Jesus came to earth that everyone would seek
God, in the hope that they might feel their way toward him and find him.”
It’s no wonder that many claim for themselves what the Psalmist testifies.
O Lord, you have searched me and known me.
You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
you discern my thoughts from far away.
You search out my path and my lying down,
and are acquainted with all my ways. (Ps. 139:1-3).
Jesus- himself- on his final days on earth, intercedes for all believers. He boldly prays to
His Father, praying for those who WILL believe in him. It’s a prayer 2,000+ years old that is still
being answered by the Almighty. Through his prayer, Jesus is saying you are beloved and worth
going after. YOU, the one he was born for and would die on the cross for, you are cherished.
The Prince of Peace still seeks to bless those who hunger for a Savior. And, the great thing
about it is that we get to participate in that blessing.
Through us, not exclusively but significantly, God fulfills the prophecy and continues
drawing people to Himself. Many people. Those from other cities recruiting others- even from
powerful cities- hold onto our faith, eager for us to take them to the Lord to ask for God’s
blessings.
Friends, keep hold of the vision of everyone coming together to know a God who wants
a relationship with us: who chooses to be with us, who loves for us, and seeks to bless us. This
way, in the new year and decades to come, many will join with that angelic Christmas choir and
find a way to bring hope to others because of what God has done!
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen!

4

“Prepare Him Room: Stamps”
Rev. Mark Lampley (delivered by Jay Howell)
January 2, 2022
Zechariah 8:20-23 and John 17:20-24

We’ve been in a sermon series connecting with the Old Testament priest Zechariah. He
played an important role for God in the community restoration, during a season when the Jews
felt like they lived in a foreign land even in their home town, Jerusalem. Zechariah was an
encourager. He spurred on the Jews to obediently respond to God’s call. They were to rebuild
the temple as they returned from exile in Babylon.
Over the last month, we’ve heard sermons on Zechariah chapters 6, 7, and 8. Today, we
finish chapter 8, wherein Zechariah talks about the future. I can’t image a week in our culture
(like this past week) when we think so much about what may come for our future. We speculate
over: new year’s resolutions, new fitness goals, and new semesters, on this first Sunday of a new
year.
To set up the Old Testament Scripture reading, note God has been saying he would do a
new thing. He’d mercifully: restore things, gather people together again, make things marvelous.
God had been at work among His people and is still at work making things new.
As always in Scripture, God is the main actor in the drama of restorative hope. We are
supporting actors and actresses to help bring others to God, who graciously blesses all.
Listen, as we drop down into the conclusion of Zechariah 8: 20-23.
Thus says the LORD of hosts: Peoples shall yet come, the inhabitants of many
cities; the inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, “Come, let us go to
entreat the favor of the LORD, and to seek the LORD of hosts; I myself am
going.” Many peoples and strong nations shall come to seek the LORD of hosts in
Jerusalem, and to entreat the favor of the LORD. Thus says the LORD of hosts: In
those days ten men from nations of every language shall take hold of a Jew,
grasping his garment and saying, “Let us go with you, for we have heard that God
is with you.”
Zechariah 8:20-23
“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in
me through their word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I
am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent
me. The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one,
as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so
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that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you
have loved me. Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be
with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved
me before the foundation of the world.
John 17:20-24
What I hear the New Testament and Old Testament passages telling us is that: God is:
with us, loving us, and seeking to bless us, even as we are invited to seek Him.
Consider this powerful word “Emmanuel.” God with us. It’s a delight to be reminded of
this. God-with-us is our hope in persevering in the faith during the pandemic. It really reassures
us that God remains steadfast, as a rock and refuge, amidst a deadly pestilence.
There are always times when we and others need this hope-full message. We often hear
of: someone’s declining health, relational difficulties, a struggle with addiction over here, or a
storm-of-some-sort over there… Hearing God is close, right by our side, empathetic to challengescan certainly help us maintain hope to be restored. By God’s grace, we can still have peace and
joy through the storms.
Remember in the classic Christmas hymn, we sing of God-in-our-midst? “Veiled in flesh
the God-head see; Hail the incarnate Deity, pleased in flesh with us to dwell, Jesus our Emmanuel.
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” In this newborn King, God has made
himself like a person that we can relate to. We can share in his birth, death, and resurrection.
Out of God’s great love for us, God sent His son as one we could approach. We’re drawn
to Him as an innocent, precious, vulnerable newborn. God the Father wanted us to have rapport
with his son, so Jesus was born in an ordinary way to an ordinary teenage couple, in a rather
ordinary community called Bethlehem. Like the rest of us, he came through flesh and blood,
sweat and love. In humility, Jesus had to be held, nursed, and changed. When the Word became
Flesh, it was indeed so ordinary that some still do not know who He is and His significance
everywhere.
Rev. Ashley-Anne Masters, who has worked in campus and congregational ministry, tells
of a story that happened around Christmas, a few years ago, in a very ordinary setting. She said
she was standing in a grocery store check-out line when the customer in front of her asked the
clerk a question. The conversation went like so:
Customer: “Do you have Christmas stamps?”
Clerk: “No. We just have Liberty Bell and some lady holding a baby.”
Customer: “Can I see them? That’s Mary holding Jesus. I’ll take those.”
Clerk: “How did they get a picture of them?”
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Customer looks back at me to hide laughing, so I chime in, “I bet it’s someone’s
interpretation of what they may have looked like.”
Clerk: “Maybe. ‘Cause I don’t think anyone took pictures back then.”
The customer went on about her purchase. The customer behind me and I
pretended to look at magazines in attempt to snuff our laughter. As the clerk
scanned my items, she kept going back to “some lady holding a baby.” She said
she sold those stamps for weeks and never knew it was Mary and Jesus.
I put on my best game face and attempted to converse with her. I even managed
to say, with a straight face, “It could happen to anyone.”
As I retrieved my bags, I couldn’t help but wish her “Merry Christmas” as I walked
away. She responded, “Hey, you too!”
God is with us, even when we don’t know it or recognize him. It’s common for us (or
others) to misunderstand who Jesus is and what he did in becoming the flesh of God. Despite
ignorance or oversight, the Lord values others above himself, so He came from heaven to earth.
For those who don’t know, we are encouraged to introduce them to Emmanuel. In
gratitude to God’s gift of salvation, we reveal to others the difference God has made in our lives.
Not only is it good news that God is with us, but it’s also good news that God loves us so deeply.
John wrote,
“God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the
world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins”
1 John 4:9-10.
Our Savior was sent to give light to those walking in darkness. He came for those who are
weak and need help, for those who don’t feel completely confident about 2022. Jesus was
lovingly born to those who need a physician’s care. In this, we see Jesus sympathizes with our
weaknesses. Through the prophet, we’re invited to catch a vision with a future which may seem
impossible, given the current circumstances in our: polarized politics, threats to environment,
debates over rights, and the lists of challenges could go on and on.
We’re offered a future, God’s future, beyond the present moment, past the depressing
news we hear. God provides for a restorative end which He started and is doing a new thing
through us. So, we show God cares by having a faith oriented not in fear, but in hope, a faith in
God’s sovereign power and purposes. In this, we model for the world that God loves and cares
for everyone’s future.
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Finally, as we declare in word and deed that God loves, we also can be confident that God
seeks to bless us.
In Paul’s first reported sermon, he says, “Jesus came to earth that everyone would seek
God, in the hope that they might feel their way toward him and find him.”
It’s no wonder that many claim for themselves what the Psalmist testifies.
O Lord, you have searched me and known me.
You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
you discern my thoughts from far away.
You search out my path and my lying down,
and are acquainted with all my ways. (Ps. 139:1-3).
Jesus- himself- on his final days on earth, intercedes for all believers. He boldly prays to
His Father, praying for those who WILL believe in him. It’s a prayer 2,000+ years old that is still
being answered by the Almighty. Through his prayer, Jesus is saying you are beloved and worth
going after. YOU, the one he was born for and would die on the cross for, you are cherished.
The Prince of Peace still seeks to bless those who hunger for a Savior. And, the great thing
about it is that we get to participate in that blessing.
Through us, not exclusively but significantly, God fulfills the prophecy and continues
drawing people to Himself. Many people. Those from other cities recruiting others- even from
powerful cities- hold onto our faith, eager for us to take them to the Lord to ask for God’s
blessings.
Friends, keep hold of the vision of everyone coming together to know a God who wants
a relationship with us: who chooses to be with us, who loves for us, and seeks to bless us. This
way, in the new year and decades to come, many will join with that angelic Christmas choir and
find a way to bring hope to others because of what God has done!
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen!
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“Prepare Him Room: Stamps”
Rev. Mark Lampley (delivered by Jay Howell)
January 2, 2022
Zechariah 8:20-23 and John 17:20-24

We’ve been in a sermon series connecting with the Old Testament priest Zechariah. He
played an important role for God in the community restoration, during a season when the Jews
felt like they lived in a foreign land even in their home town, Jerusalem. Zechariah was an
encourager. He spurred on the Jews to obediently respond to God’s call. They were to rebuild
the temple as they returned from exile in Babylon.
Over the last month, we’ve heard sermons on Zechariah chapters 6, 7, and 8. Today, we
finish chapter 8, wherein Zechariah talks about the future. I can’t image a week in our culture
(like this past week) when we think so much about what may come for our future. We speculate
over: new year’s resolutions, new fitness goals, and new semesters, on this first Sunday of a new
year.
To set up the Old Testament Scripture reading, note God has been saying he would do a
new thing. He’d mercifully: restore things, gather people together again, make things marvelous.
God had been at work among His people and is still at work making things new.
As always in Scripture, God is the main actor in the drama of restorative hope. We are
supporting actors and actresses to help bring others to God, who graciously blesses all.
Listen, as we drop down into the conclusion of Zechariah 8: 20-23.
Thus says the LORD of hosts: Peoples shall yet come, the inhabitants of many
cities; the inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, “Come, let us go to
entreat the favor of the LORD, and to seek the LORD of hosts; I myself am
going.” Many peoples and strong nations shall come to seek the LORD of hosts in
Jerusalem, and to entreat the favor of the LORD. Thus says the LORD of hosts: In
those days ten men from nations of every language shall take hold of a Jew,
grasping his garment and saying, “Let us go with you, for we have heard that God
is with you.”
Zechariah 8:20-23
“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in
me through their word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I
am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent
me. The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one,
as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so
1

that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you
have loved me. Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be
with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved
me before the foundation of the world.
John 17:20-24
What I hear the New Testament and Old Testament passages telling us is that: God is:
with us, loving us, and seeking to bless us, even as we are invited to seek Him.
Consider this powerful word “Emmanuel.” God with us. It’s a delight to be reminded of
this. God-with-us is our hope in persevering in the faith during the pandemic. It really reassures
us that God remains steadfast, as a rock and refuge, amidst a deadly pestilence.
There are always times when we and others need this hope-full message. We often hear
of: someone’s declining health, relational difficulties, a struggle with addiction over here, or a
storm-of-some-sort over there… Hearing God is close, right by our side, empathetic to challengescan certainly help us maintain hope to be restored. By God’s grace, we can still have peace and
joy through the storms.
Remember in the classic Christmas hymn, we sing of God-in-our-midst? “Veiled in flesh
the God-head see; Hail the incarnate Deity, pleased in flesh with us to dwell, Jesus our Emmanuel.
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” In this newborn King, God has made
himself like a person that we can relate to. We can share in his birth, death, and resurrection.
Out of God’s great love for us, God sent His son as one we could approach. We’re drawn
to Him as an innocent, precious, vulnerable newborn. God the Father wanted us to have rapport
with his son, so Jesus was born in an ordinary way to an ordinary teenage couple, in a rather
ordinary community called Bethlehem. Like the rest of us, he came through flesh and blood,
sweat and love. In humility, Jesus had to be held, nursed, and changed. When the Word became
Flesh, it was indeed so ordinary that some still do not know who He is and His significance
everywhere.
Rev. Ashley-Anne Masters, who has worked in campus and congregational ministry, tells
of a story that happened around Christmas, a few years ago, in a very ordinary setting. She said
she was standing in a grocery store check-out line when the customer in front of her asked the
clerk a question. The conversation went like so:
Customer: “Do you have Christmas stamps?”
Clerk: “No. We just have Liberty Bell and some lady holding a baby.”
Customer: “Can I see them? That’s Mary holding Jesus. I’ll take those.”
Clerk: “How did they get a picture of them?”
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Customer looks back at me to hide laughing, so I chime in, “I bet it’s someone’s
interpretation of what they may have looked like.”
Clerk: “Maybe. ‘Cause I don’t think anyone took pictures back then.”
The customer went on about her purchase. The customer behind me and I
pretended to look at magazines in attempt to snuff our laughter. As the clerk
scanned my items, she kept going back to “some lady holding a baby.” She said
she sold those stamps for weeks and never knew it was Mary and Jesus.
I put on my best game face and attempted to converse with her. I even managed
to say, with a straight face, “It could happen to anyone.”
As I retrieved my bags, I couldn’t help but wish her “Merry Christmas” as I walked
away. She responded, “Hey, you too!”
God is with us, even when we don’t know it or recognize him. It’s common for us (or
others) to misunderstand who Jesus is and what he did in becoming the flesh of God. Despite
ignorance or oversight, the Lord values others above himself, so He came from heaven to earth.
For those who don’t know, we are encouraged to introduce them to Emmanuel. In
gratitude to God’s gift of salvation, we reveal to others the difference God has made in our lives.
Not only is it good news that God is with us, but it’s also good news that God loves us so deeply.
John wrote,
“God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the
world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins”
1 John 4:9-10.
Our Savior was sent to give light to those walking in darkness. He came for those who are
weak and need help, for those who don’t feel completely confident about 2022. Jesus was
lovingly born to those who need a physician’s care. In this, we see Jesus sympathizes with our
weaknesses. Through the prophet, we’re invited to catch a vision with a future which may seem
impossible, given the current circumstances in our: polarized politics, threats to environment,
debates over rights, and the lists of challenges could go on and on.
We’re offered a future, God’s future, beyond the present moment, past the depressing
news we hear. God provides for a restorative end which He started and is doing a new thing
through us. So, we show God cares by having a faith oriented not in fear, but in hope, a faith in
God’s sovereign power and purposes. In this, we model for the world that God loves and cares
for everyone’s future.
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Finally, as we declare in word and deed that God loves, we also can be confident that God
seeks to bless us.
In Paul’s first reported sermon, he says, “Jesus came to earth that everyone would seek
God, in the hope that they might feel their way toward him and find him.”
It’s no wonder that many claim for themselves what the Psalmist testifies.
O Lord, you have searched me and known me.
You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
you discern my thoughts from far away.
You search out my path and my lying down,
and are acquainted with all my ways. (Ps. 139:1-3).
Jesus- himself- on his final days on earth, intercedes for all believers. He boldly prays to
His Father, praying for those who WILL believe in him. It’s a prayer 2,000+ years old that is still
being answered by the Almighty. Through his prayer, Jesus is saying you are beloved and worth
going after. YOU, the one he was born for and would die on the cross for, you are cherished.
The Prince of Peace still seeks to bless those who hunger for a Savior. And, the great thing
about it is that we get to participate in that blessing.
Through us, not exclusively but significantly, God fulfills the prophecy and continues
drawing people to Himself. Many people. Those from other cities recruiting others- even from
powerful cities- hold onto our faith, eager for us to take them to the Lord to ask for God’s
blessings.
Friends, keep hold of the vision of everyone coming together to know a God who wants
a relationship with us: who chooses to be with us, who loves for us, and seeks to bless us. This
way, in the new year and decades to come, many will join with that angelic Christmas choir and
find a way to bring hope to others because of what God has done!
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen!
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finish chapter 8, wherein Zechariah talks about the future. I can’t image a week in our culture
(like this past week) when we think so much about what may come for our future. We speculate
over: new year’s resolutions, new fitness goals, and new semesters, on this first Sunday of a new
year.
To set up the Old Testament Scripture reading, note God has been saying he would do a
new thing. He’d mercifully: restore things, gather people together again, make things marvelous.
God had been at work among His people and is still at work making things new.
As always in Scripture, God is the main actor in the drama of restorative hope. We are
supporting actors and actresses to help bring others to God, who graciously blesses all.
Listen, as we drop down into the conclusion of Zechariah 8: 20-23.
Thus says the LORD of hosts: Peoples shall yet come, the inhabitants of many
cities; the inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, “Come, let us go to
entreat the favor of the LORD, and to seek the LORD of hosts; I myself am
going.” Many peoples and strong nations shall come to seek the LORD of hosts in
Jerusalem, and to entreat the favor of the LORD. Thus says the LORD of hosts: In
those days ten men from nations of every language shall take hold of a Jew,
grasping his garment and saying, “Let us go with you, for we have heard that God
is with you.”
Zechariah 8:20-23
“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in
me through their word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I
am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent
me. The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one,
as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so
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that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you
have loved me. Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be
with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved
me before the foundation of the world.
John 17:20-24
What I hear the New Testament and Old Testament passages telling us is that: God is:
with us, loving us, and seeking to bless us, even as we are invited to seek Him.
Consider this powerful word “Emmanuel.” God with us. It’s a delight to be reminded of
this. God-with-us is our hope in persevering in the faith during the pandemic. It really reassures
us that God remains steadfast, as a rock and refuge, amidst a deadly pestilence.
There are always times when we and others need this hope-full message. We often hear
of: someone’s declining health, relational difficulties, a struggle with addiction over here, or a
storm-of-some-sort over there… Hearing God is close, right by our side, empathetic to challengescan certainly help us maintain hope to be restored. By God’s grace, we can still have peace and
joy through the storms.
Remember in the classic Christmas hymn, we sing of God-in-our-midst? “Veiled in flesh
the God-head see; Hail the incarnate Deity, pleased in flesh with us to dwell, Jesus our Emmanuel.
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” In this newborn King, God has made
himself like a person that we can relate to. We can share in his birth, death, and resurrection.
Out of God’s great love for us, God sent His son as one we could approach. We’re drawn
to Him as an innocent, precious, vulnerable newborn. God the Father wanted us to have rapport
with his son, so Jesus was born in an ordinary way to an ordinary teenage couple, in a rather
ordinary community called Bethlehem. Like the rest of us, he came through flesh and blood,
sweat and love. In humility, Jesus had to be held, nursed, and changed. When the Word became
Flesh, it was indeed so ordinary that some still do not know who He is and His significance
everywhere.
Rev. Ashley-Anne Masters, who has worked in campus and congregational ministry, tells
of a story that happened around Christmas, a few years ago, in a very ordinary setting. She said
she was standing in a grocery store check-out line when the customer in front of her asked the
clerk a question. The conversation went like so:
Customer: “Do you have Christmas stamps?”
Clerk: “No. We just have Liberty Bell and some lady holding a baby.”
Customer: “Can I see them? That’s Mary holding Jesus. I’ll take those.”
Clerk: “How did they get a picture of them?”
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Customer looks back at me to hide laughing, so I chime in, “I bet it’s someone’s
interpretation of what they may have looked like.”
Clerk: “Maybe. ‘Cause I don’t think anyone took pictures back then.”
The customer went on about her purchase. The customer behind me and I
pretended to look at magazines in attempt to snuff our laughter. As the clerk
scanned my items, she kept going back to “some lady holding a baby.” She said
she sold those stamps for weeks and never knew it was Mary and Jesus.
I put on my best game face and attempted to converse with her. I even managed
to say, with a straight face, “It could happen to anyone.”
As I retrieved my bags, I couldn’t help but wish her “Merry Christmas” as I walked
away. She responded, “Hey, you too!”
God is with us, even when we don’t know it or recognize him. It’s common for us (or
others) to misunderstand who Jesus is and what he did in becoming the flesh of God. Despite
ignorance or oversight, the Lord values others above himself, so He came from heaven to earth.
For those who don’t know, we are encouraged to introduce them to Emmanuel. In
gratitude to God’s gift of salvation, we reveal to others the difference God has made in our lives.
Not only is it good news that God is with us, but it’s also good news that God loves us so deeply.
John wrote,
“God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the
world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins”
1 John 4:9-10.
Our Savior was sent to give light to those walking in darkness. He came for those who are
weak and need help, for those who don’t feel completely confident about 2022. Jesus was
lovingly born to those who need a physician’s care. In this, we see Jesus sympathizes with our
weaknesses. Through the prophet, we’re invited to catch a vision with a future which may seem
impossible, given the current circumstances in our: polarized politics, threats to environment,
debates over rights, and the lists of challenges could go on and on.
We’re offered a future, God’s future, beyond the present moment, past the depressing
news we hear. God provides for a restorative end which He started and is doing a new thing
through us. So, we show God cares by having a faith oriented not in fear, but in hope, a faith in
God’s sovereign power and purposes. In this, we model for the world that God loves and cares
for everyone’s future.
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Finally, as we declare in word and deed that God loves, we also can be confident that God
seeks to bless us.
In Paul’s first reported sermon, he says, “Jesus came to earth that everyone would seek
God, in the hope that they might feel their way toward him and find him.”
It’s no wonder that many claim for themselves what the Psalmist testifies.
O Lord, you have searched me and known me.
You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
you discern my thoughts from far away.
You search out my path and my lying down,
and are acquainted with all my ways. (Ps. 139:1-3).
Jesus- himself- on his final days on earth, intercedes for all believers. He boldly prays to
His Father, praying for those who WILL believe in him. It’s a prayer 2,000+ years old that is still
being answered by the Almighty. Through his prayer, Jesus is saying you are beloved and worth
going after. YOU, the one he was born for and would die on the cross for, you are cherished.
The Prince of Peace still seeks to bless those who hunger for a Savior. And, the great thing
about it is that we get to participate in that blessing.
Through us, not exclusively but significantly, God fulfills the prophecy and continues
drawing people to Himself. Many people. Those from other cities recruiting others- even from
powerful cities- hold onto our faith, eager for us to take them to the Lord to ask for God’s
blessings.
Friends, keep hold of the vision of everyone coming together to know a God who wants
a relationship with us: who chooses to be with us, who loves for us, and seeks to bless us. This
way, in the new year and decades to come, many will join with that angelic Christmas choir and
find a way to bring hope to others because of what God has done!
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen!

4

“Prepare Him Room: Stamps”
Rev. Mark Lampley (delivered by Jay Howell)
January 2, 2022
Zechariah 8:20-23 and John 17:20-24

We’ve been in a sermon series connecting with the Old Testament priest Zechariah. He
played an important role for God in the community restoration, during a season when the Jews
felt like they lived in a foreign land even in their home town, Jerusalem. Zechariah was an
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the temple as they returned from exile in Babylon.
Over the last month, we’ve heard sermons on Zechariah chapters 6, 7, and 8. Today, we
finish chapter 8, wherein Zechariah talks about the future. I can’t image a week in our culture
(like this past week) when we think so much about what may come for our future. We speculate
over: new year’s resolutions, new fitness goals, and new semesters, on this first Sunday of a new
year.
To set up the Old Testament Scripture reading, note God has been saying he would do a
new thing. He’d mercifully: restore things, gather people together again, make things marvelous.
God had been at work among His people and is still at work making things new.
As always in Scripture, God is the main actor in the drama of restorative hope. We are
supporting actors and actresses to help bring others to God, who graciously blesses all.
Listen, as we drop down into the conclusion of Zechariah 8: 20-23.
Thus says the LORD of hosts: Peoples shall yet come, the inhabitants of many
cities; the inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, “Come, let us go to
entreat the favor of the LORD, and to seek the LORD of hosts; I myself am
going.” Many peoples and strong nations shall come to seek the LORD of hosts in
Jerusalem, and to entreat the favor of the LORD. Thus says the LORD of hosts: In
those days ten men from nations of every language shall take hold of a Jew,
grasping his garment and saying, “Let us go with you, for we have heard that God
is with you.”
Zechariah 8:20-23
“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in
me through their word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I
am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent
me. The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one,
as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so
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that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you
have loved me. Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be
with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved
me before the foundation of the world.
John 17:20-24
What I hear the New Testament and Old Testament passages telling us is that: God is:
with us, loving us, and seeking to bless us, even as we are invited to seek Him.
Consider this powerful word “Emmanuel.” God with us. It’s a delight to be reminded of
this. God-with-us is our hope in persevering in the faith during the pandemic. It really reassures
us that God remains steadfast, as a rock and refuge, amidst a deadly pestilence.
There are always times when we and others need this hope-full message. We often hear
of: someone’s declining health, relational difficulties, a struggle with addiction over here, or a
storm-of-some-sort over there… Hearing God is close, right by our side, empathetic to challengescan certainly help us maintain hope to be restored. By God’s grace, we can still have peace and
joy through the storms.
Remember in the classic Christmas hymn, we sing of God-in-our-midst? “Veiled in flesh
the God-head see; Hail the incarnate Deity, pleased in flesh with us to dwell, Jesus our Emmanuel.
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” In this newborn King, God has made
himself like a person that we can relate to. We can share in his birth, death, and resurrection.
Out of God’s great love for us, God sent His son as one we could approach. We’re drawn
to Him as an innocent, precious, vulnerable newborn. God the Father wanted us to have rapport
with his son, so Jesus was born in an ordinary way to an ordinary teenage couple, in a rather
ordinary community called Bethlehem. Like the rest of us, he came through flesh and blood,
sweat and love. In humility, Jesus had to be held, nursed, and changed. When the Word became
Flesh, it was indeed so ordinary that some still do not know who He is and His significance
everywhere.
Rev. Ashley-Anne Masters, who has worked in campus and congregational ministry, tells
of a story that happened around Christmas, a few years ago, in a very ordinary setting. She said
she was standing in a grocery store check-out line when the customer in front of her asked the
clerk a question. The conversation went like so:
Customer: “Do you have Christmas stamps?”
Clerk: “No. We just have Liberty Bell and some lady holding a baby.”
Customer: “Can I see them? That’s Mary holding Jesus. I’ll take those.”
Clerk: “How did they get a picture of them?”
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Customer looks back at me to hide laughing, so I chime in, “I bet it’s someone’s
interpretation of what they may have looked like.”
Clerk: “Maybe. ‘Cause I don’t think anyone took pictures back then.”
The customer went on about her purchase. The customer behind me and I
pretended to look at magazines in attempt to snuff our laughter. As the clerk
scanned my items, she kept going back to “some lady holding a baby.” She said
she sold those stamps for weeks and never knew it was Mary and Jesus.
I put on my best game face and attempted to converse with her. I even managed
to say, with a straight face, “It could happen to anyone.”
As I retrieved my bags, I couldn’t help but wish her “Merry Christmas” as I walked
away. She responded, “Hey, you too!”
God is with us, even when we don’t know it or recognize him. It’s common for us (or
others) to misunderstand who Jesus is and what he did in becoming the flesh of God. Despite
ignorance or oversight, the Lord values others above himself, so He came from heaven to earth.
For those who don’t know, we are encouraged to introduce them to Emmanuel. In
gratitude to God’s gift of salvation, we reveal to others the difference God has made in our lives.
Not only is it good news that God is with us, but it’s also good news that God loves us so deeply.
John wrote,
“God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the
world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins”
1 John 4:9-10.
Our Savior was sent to give light to those walking in darkness. He came for those who are
weak and need help, for those who don’t feel completely confident about 2022. Jesus was
lovingly born to those who need a physician’s care. In this, we see Jesus sympathizes with our
weaknesses. Through the prophet, we’re invited to catch a vision with a future which may seem
impossible, given the current circumstances in our: polarized politics, threats to environment,
debates over rights, and the lists of challenges could go on and on.
We’re offered a future, God’s future, beyond the present moment, past the depressing
news we hear. God provides for a restorative end which He started and is doing a new thing
through us. So, we show God cares by having a faith oriented not in fear, but in hope, a faith in
God’s sovereign power and purposes. In this, we model for the world that God loves and cares
for everyone’s future.
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Finally, as we declare in word and deed that God loves, we also can be confident that God
seeks to bless us.
In Paul’s first reported sermon, he says, “Jesus came to earth that everyone would seek
God, in the hope that they might feel their way toward him and find him.”
It’s no wonder that many claim for themselves what the Psalmist testifies.
O Lord, you have searched me and known me.
You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
you discern my thoughts from far away.
You search out my path and my lying down,
and are acquainted with all my ways. (Ps. 139:1-3).
Jesus- himself- on his final days on earth, intercedes for all believers. He boldly prays to
His Father, praying for those who WILL believe in him. It’s a prayer 2,000+ years old that is still
being answered by the Almighty. Through his prayer, Jesus is saying you are beloved and worth
going after. YOU, the one he was born for and would die on the cross for, you are cherished.
The Prince of Peace still seeks to bless those who hunger for a Savior. And, the great thing
about it is that we get to participate in that blessing.
Through us, not exclusively but significantly, God fulfills the prophecy and continues
drawing people to Himself. Many people. Those from other cities recruiting others- even from
powerful cities- hold onto our faith, eager for us to take them to the Lord to ask for God’s
blessings.
Friends, keep hold of the vision of everyone coming together to know a God who wants
a relationship with us: who chooses to be with us, who loves for us, and seeks to bless us. This
way, in the new year and decades to come, many will join with that angelic Christmas choir and
find a way to bring hope to others because of what God has done!
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen!
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finish chapter 8, wherein Zechariah talks about the future. I can’t image a week in our culture
(like this past week) when we think so much about what may come for our future. We speculate
over: new year’s resolutions, new fitness goals, and new semesters, on this first Sunday of a new
year.
To set up the Old Testament Scripture reading, note God has been saying he would do a
new thing. He’d mercifully: restore things, gather people together again, make things marvelous.
God had been at work among His people and is still at work making things new.
As always in Scripture, God is the main actor in the drama of restorative hope. We are
supporting actors and actresses to help bring others to God, who graciously blesses all.
Listen, as we drop down into the conclusion of Zechariah 8: 20-23.
Thus says the LORD of hosts: Peoples shall yet come, the inhabitants of many
cities; the inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, “Come, let us go to
entreat the favor of the LORD, and to seek the LORD of hosts; I myself am
going.” Many peoples and strong nations shall come to seek the LORD of hosts in
Jerusalem, and to entreat the favor of the LORD. Thus says the LORD of hosts: In
those days ten men from nations of every language shall take hold of a Jew,
grasping his garment and saying, “Let us go with you, for we have heard that God
is with you.”
Zechariah 8:20-23
“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in
me through their word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I
am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent
me. The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one,
as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so
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that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you
have loved me. Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be
with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved
me before the foundation of the world.
John 17:20-24
What I hear the New Testament and Old Testament passages telling us is that: God is:
with us, loving us, and seeking to bless us, even as we are invited to seek Him.
Consider this powerful word “Emmanuel.” God with us. It’s a delight to be reminded of
this. God-with-us is our hope in persevering in the faith during the pandemic. It really reassures
us that God remains steadfast, as a rock and refuge, amidst a deadly pestilence.
There are always times when we and others need this hope-full message. We often hear
of: someone’s declining health, relational difficulties, a struggle with addiction over here, or a
storm-of-some-sort over there… Hearing God is close, right by our side, empathetic to challengescan certainly help us maintain hope to be restored. By God’s grace, we can still have peace and
joy through the storms.
Remember in the classic Christmas hymn, we sing of God-in-our-midst? “Veiled in flesh
the God-head see; Hail the incarnate Deity, pleased in flesh with us to dwell, Jesus our Emmanuel.
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” In this newborn King, God has made
himself like a person that we can relate to. We can share in his birth, death, and resurrection.
Out of God’s great love for us, God sent His son as one we could approach. We’re drawn
to Him as an innocent, precious, vulnerable newborn. God the Father wanted us to have rapport
with his son, so Jesus was born in an ordinary way to an ordinary teenage couple, in a rather
ordinary community called Bethlehem. Like the rest of us, he came through flesh and blood,
sweat and love. In humility, Jesus had to be held, nursed, and changed. When the Word became
Flesh, it was indeed so ordinary that some still do not know who He is and His significance
everywhere.
Rev. Ashley-Anne Masters, who has worked in campus and congregational ministry, tells
of a story that happened around Christmas, a few years ago, in a very ordinary setting. She said
she was standing in a grocery store check-out line when the customer in front of her asked the
clerk a question. The conversation went like so:
Customer: “Do you have Christmas stamps?”
Clerk: “No. We just have Liberty Bell and some lady holding a baby.”
Customer: “Can I see them? That’s Mary holding Jesus. I’ll take those.”
Clerk: “How did they get a picture of them?”
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Customer looks back at me to hide laughing, so I chime in, “I bet it’s someone’s
interpretation of what they may have looked like.”
Clerk: “Maybe. ‘Cause I don’t think anyone took pictures back then.”
The customer went on about her purchase. The customer behind me and I
pretended to look at magazines in attempt to snuff our laughter. As the clerk
scanned my items, she kept going back to “some lady holding a baby.” She said
she sold those stamps for weeks and never knew it was Mary and Jesus.
I put on my best game face and attempted to converse with her. I even managed
to say, with a straight face, “It could happen to anyone.”
As I retrieved my bags, I couldn’t help but wish her “Merry Christmas” as I walked
away. She responded, “Hey, you too!”
God is with us, even when we don’t know it or recognize him. It’s common for us (or
others) to misunderstand who Jesus is and what he did in becoming the flesh of God. Despite
ignorance or oversight, the Lord values others above himself, so He came from heaven to earth.
For those who don’t know, we are encouraged to introduce them to Emmanuel. In
gratitude to God’s gift of salvation, we reveal to others the difference God has made in our lives.
Not only is it good news that God is with us, but it’s also good news that God loves us so deeply.
John wrote,
“God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the
world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins”
1 John 4:9-10.
Our Savior was sent to give light to those walking in darkness. He came for those who are
weak and need help, for those who don’t feel completely confident about 2022. Jesus was
lovingly born to those who need a physician’s care. In this, we see Jesus sympathizes with our
weaknesses. Through the prophet, we’re invited to catch a vision with a future which may seem
impossible, given the current circumstances in our: polarized politics, threats to environment,
debates over rights, and the lists of challenges could go on and on.
We’re offered a future, God’s future, beyond the present moment, past the depressing
news we hear. God provides for a restorative end which He started and is doing a new thing
through us. So, we show God cares by having a faith oriented not in fear, but in hope, a faith in
God’s sovereign power and purposes. In this, we model for the world that God loves and cares
for everyone’s future.
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Finally, as we declare in word and deed that God loves, we also can be confident that God
seeks to bless us.
In Paul’s first reported sermon, he says, “Jesus came to earth that everyone would seek
God, in the hope that they might feel their way toward him and find him.”
It’s no wonder that many claim for themselves what the Psalmist testifies.
O Lord, you have searched me and known me.
You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
you discern my thoughts from far away.
You search out my path and my lying down,
and are acquainted with all my ways. (Ps. 139:1-3).
Jesus- himself- on his final days on earth, intercedes for all believers. He boldly prays to
His Father, praying for those who WILL believe in him. It’s a prayer 2,000+ years old that is still
being answered by the Almighty. Through his prayer, Jesus is saying you are beloved and worth
going after. YOU, the one he was born for and would die on the cross for, you are cherished.
The Prince of Peace still seeks to bless those who hunger for a Savior. And, the great thing
about it is that we get to participate in that blessing.
Through us, not exclusively but significantly, God fulfills the prophecy and continues
drawing people to Himself. Many people. Those from other cities recruiting others- even from
powerful cities- hold onto our faith, eager for us to take them to the Lord to ask for God’s
blessings.
Friends, keep hold of the vision of everyone coming together to know a God who wants
a relationship with us: who chooses to be with us, who loves for us, and seeks to bless us. This
way, in the new year and decades to come, many will join with that angelic Christmas choir and
find a way to bring hope to others because of what God has done!
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen!
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We’ve been in a sermon series connecting with the Old Testament priest Zechariah. He
played an important role for God in the community restoration, during a season when the Jews
felt like they lived in a foreign land even in their home town, Jerusalem. Zechariah was an
encourager. He spurred on the Jews to obediently respond to God’s call. They were to rebuild
the temple as they returned from exile in Babylon.
Over the last month, we’ve heard sermons on Zechariah chapters 6, 7, and 8. Today, we
finish chapter 8, wherein Zechariah talks about the future. I can’t image a week in our culture
(like this past week) when we think so much about what may come for our future. We speculate
over: new year’s resolutions, new fitness goals, and new semesters, on this first Sunday of a new
year.
To set up the Old Testament Scripture reading, note God has been saying he would do a
new thing. He’d mercifully: restore things, gather people together again, make things marvelous.
God had been at work among His people and is still at work making things new.
As always in Scripture, God is the main actor in the drama of restorative hope. We are
supporting actors and actresses to help bring others to God, who graciously blesses all.
Listen, as we drop down into the conclusion of Zechariah 8: 20-23.
Thus says the LORD of hosts: Peoples shall yet come, the inhabitants of many
cities; the inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, “Come, let us go to
entreat the favor of the LORD, and to seek the LORD of hosts; I myself am
going.” Many peoples and strong nations shall come to seek the LORD of hosts in
Jerusalem, and to entreat the favor of the LORD. Thus says the LORD of hosts: In
those days ten men from nations of every language shall take hold of a Jew,
grasping his garment and saying, “Let us go with you, for we have heard that God
is with you.”
Zechariah 8:20-23
“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in
me through their word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I
am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent
me. The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one,
as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so
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that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you
have loved me. Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be
with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved
me before the foundation of the world.
John 17:20-24
What I hear the New Testament and Old Testament passages telling us is that: God is:
with us, loving us, and seeking to bless us, even as we are invited to seek Him.
Consider this powerful word “Emmanuel.” God with us. It’s a delight to be reminded of
this. God-with-us is our hope in persevering in the faith during the pandemic. It really reassures
us that God remains steadfast, as a rock and refuge, amidst a deadly pestilence.
There are always times when we and others need this hope-full message. We often hear
of: someone’s declining health, relational difficulties, a struggle with addiction over here, or a
storm-of-some-sort over there… Hearing God is close, right by our side, empathetic to challengescan certainly help us maintain hope to be restored. By God’s grace, we can still have peace and
joy through the storms.
Remember in the classic Christmas hymn, we sing of God-in-our-midst? “Veiled in flesh
the God-head see; Hail the incarnate Deity, pleased in flesh with us to dwell, Jesus our Emmanuel.
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” In this newborn King, God has made
himself like a person that we can relate to. We can share in his birth, death, and resurrection.
Out of God’s great love for us, God sent His son as one we could approach. We’re drawn
to Him as an innocent, precious, vulnerable newborn. God the Father wanted us to have rapport
with his son, so Jesus was born in an ordinary way to an ordinary teenage couple, in a rather
ordinary community called Bethlehem. Like the rest of us, he came through flesh and blood,
sweat and love. In humility, Jesus had to be held, nursed, and changed. When the Word became
Flesh, it was indeed so ordinary that some still do not know who He is and His significance
everywhere.
Rev. Ashley-Anne Masters, who has worked in campus and congregational ministry, tells
of a story that happened around Christmas, a few years ago, in a very ordinary setting. She said
she was standing in a grocery store check-out line when the customer in front of her asked the
clerk a question. The conversation went like so:
Customer: “Do you have Christmas stamps?”
Clerk: “No. We just have Liberty Bell and some lady holding a baby.”
Customer: “Can I see them? That’s Mary holding Jesus. I’ll take those.”
Clerk: “How did they get a picture of them?”
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Customer looks back at me to hide laughing, so I chime in, “I bet it’s someone’s
interpretation of what they may have looked like.”
Clerk: “Maybe. ‘Cause I don’t think anyone took pictures back then.”
The customer went on about her purchase. The customer behind me and I
pretended to look at magazines in attempt to snuff our laughter. As the clerk
scanned my items, she kept going back to “some lady holding a baby.” She said
she sold those stamps for weeks and never knew it was Mary and Jesus.
I put on my best game face and attempted to converse with her. I even managed
to say, with a straight face, “It could happen to anyone.”
As I retrieved my bags, I couldn’t help but wish her “Merry Christmas” as I walked
away. She responded, “Hey, you too!”
God is with us, even when we don’t know it or recognize him. It’s common for us (or
others) to misunderstand who Jesus is and what he did in becoming the flesh of God. Despite
ignorance or oversight, the Lord values others above himself, so He came from heaven to earth.
For those who don’t know, we are encouraged to introduce them to Emmanuel. In
gratitude to God’s gift of salvation, we reveal to others the difference God has made in our lives.
Not only is it good news that God is with us, but it’s also good news that God loves us so deeply.
John wrote,
“God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the
world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins”
1 John 4:9-10.
Our Savior was sent to give light to those walking in darkness. He came for those who are
weak and need help, for those who don’t feel completely confident about 2022. Jesus was
lovingly born to those who need a physician’s care. In this, we see Jesus sympathizes with our
weaknesses. Through the prophet, we’re invited to catch a vision with a future which may seem
impossible, given the current circumstances in our: polarized politics, threats to environment,
debates over rights, and the lists of challenges could go on and on.
We’re offered a future, God’s future, beyond the present moment, past the depressing
news we hear. God provides for a restorative end which He started and is doing a new thing
through us. So, we show God cares by having a faith oriented not in fear, but in hope, a faith in
God’s sovereign power and purposes. In this, we model for the world that God loves and cares
for everyone’s future.
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Finally, as we declare in word and deed that God loves, we also can be confident that God
seeks to bless us.
In Paul’s first reported sermon, he says, “Jesus came to earth that everyone would seek
God, in the hope that they might feel their way toward him and find him.”
It’s no wonder that many claim for themselves what the Psalmist testifies.
O Lord, you have searched me and known me.
You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
you discern my thoughts from far away.
You search out my path and my lying down,
and are acquainted with all my ways. (Ps. 139:1-3).
Jesus- himself- on his final days on earth, intercedes for all believers. He boldly prays to
His Father, praying for those who WILL believe in him. It’s a prayer 2,000+ years old that is still
being answered by the Almighty. Through his prayer, Jesus is saying you are beloved and worth
going after. YOU, the one he was born for and would die on the cross for, you are cherished.
The Prince of Peace still seeks to bless those who hunger for a Savior. And, the great thing
about it is that we get to participate in that blessing.
Through us, not exclusively but significantly, God fulfills the prophecy and continues
drawing people to Himself. Many people. Those from other cities recruiting others- even from
powerful cities- hold onto our faith, eager for us to take them to the Lord to ask for God’s
blessings.
Friends, keep hold of the vision of everyone coming together to know a God who wants
a relationship with us: who chooses to be with us, who loves for us, and seeks to bless us. This
way, in the new year and decades to come, many will join with that angelic Christmas choir and
find a way to bring hope to others because of what God has done!
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen!
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We’ve been in a sermon series connecting with the Old Testament priest Zechariah. He
played an important role for God in the community restoration, during a season when the Jews
felt like they lived in a foreign land even in their home town, Jerusalem. Zechariah was an
encourager. He spurred on the Jews to obediently respond to God’s call. They were to rebuild
the temple as they returned from exile in Babylon.
Over the last month, we’ve heard sermons on Zechariah chapters 6, 7, and 8. Today, we
finish chapter 8, wherein Zechariah talks about the future. I can’t image a week in our culture
(like this past week) when we think so much about what may come for our future. We speculate
over: new year’s resolutions, new fitness goals, and new semesters, on this first Sunday of a new
year.
To set up the Old Testament Scripture reading, note God has been saying he would do a
new thing. He’d mercifully: restore things, gather people together again, make things marvelous.
God had been at work among His people and is still at work making things new.
As always in Scripture, God is the main actor in the drama of restorative hope. We are
supporting actors and actresses to help bring others to God, who graciously blesses all.
Listen, as we drop down into the conclusion of Zechariah 8: 20-23.
Thus says the LORD of hosts: Peoples shall yet come, the inhabitants of many
cities; the inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, “Come, let us go to
entreat the favor of the LORD, and to seek the LORD of hosts; I myself am
going.” Many peoples and strong nations shall come to seek the LORD of hosts in
Jerusalem, and to entreat the favor of the LORD. Thus says the LORD of hosts: In
those days ten men from nations of every language shall take hold of a Jew,
grasping his garment and saying, “Let us go with you, for we have heard that God
is with you.”
Zechariah 8:20-23
“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in
me through their word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I
am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent
me. The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one,
as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so
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that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you
have loved me. Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be
with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved
me before the foundation of the world.
John 17:20-24
What I hear the New Testament and Old Testament passages telling us is that: God is:
with us, loving us, and seeking to bless us, even as we are invited to seek Him.
Consider this powerful word “Emmanuel.” God with us. It’s a delight to be reminded of
this. God-with-us is our hope in persevering in the faith during the pandemic. It really reassures
us that God remains steadfast, as a rock and refuge, amidst a deadly pestilence.
There are always times when we and others need this hope-full message. We often hear
of: someone’s declining health, relational difficulties, a struggle with addiction over here, or a
storm-of-some-sort over there… Hearing God is close, right by our side, empathetic to challengescan certainly help us maintain hope to be restored. By God’s grace, we can still have peace and
joy through the storms.
Remember in the classic Christmas hymn, we sing of God-in-our-midst? “Veiled in flesh
the God-head see; Hail the incarnate Deity, pleased in flesh with us to dwell, Jesus our Emmanuel.
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” In this newborn King, God has made
himself like a person that we can relate to. We can share in his birth, death, and resurrection.
Out of God’s great love for us, God sent His son as one we could approach. We’re drawn
to Him as an innocent, precious, vulnerable newborn. God the Father wanted us to have rapport
with his son, so Jesus was born in an ordinary way to an ordinary teenage couple, in a rather
ordinary community called Bethlehem. Like the rest of us, he came through flesh and blood,
sweat and love. In humility, Jesus had to be held, nursed, and changed. When the Word became
Flesh, it was indeed so ordinary that some still do not know who He is and His significance
everywhere.
Rev. Ashley-Anne Masters, who has worked in campus and congregational ministry, tells
of a story that happened around Christmas, a few years ago, in a very ordinary setting. She said
she was standing in a grocery store check-out line when the customer in front of her asked the
clerk a question. The conversation went like so:
Customer: “Do you have Christmas stamps?”
Clerk: “No. We just have Liberty Bell and some lady holding a baby.”
Customer: “Can I see them? That’s Mary holding Jesus. I’ll take those.”
Clerk: “How did they get a picture of them?”
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Customer looks back at me to hide laughing, so I chime in, “I bet it’s someone’s
interpretation of what they may have looked like.”
Clerk: “Maybe. ‘Cause I don’t think anyone took pictures back then.”
The customer went on about her purchase. The customer behind me and I
pretended to look at magazines in attempt to snuff our laughter. As the clerk
scanned my items, she kept going back to “some lady holding a baby.” She said
she sold those stamps for weeks and never knew it was Mary and Jesus.
I put on my best game face and attempted to converse with her. I even managed
to say, with a straight face, “It could happen to anyone.”
As I retrieved my bags, I couldn’t help but wish her “Merry Christmas” as I walked
away. She responded, “Hey, you too!”
God is with us, even when we don’t know it or recognize him. It’s common for us (or
others) to misunderstand who Jesus is and what he did in becoming the flesh of God. Despite
ignorance or oversight, the Lord values others above himself, so He came from heaven to earth.
For those who don’t know, we are encouraged to introduce them to Emmanuel. In
gratitude to God’s gift of salvation, we reveal to others the difference God has made in our lives.
Not only is it good news that God is with us, but it’s also good news that God loves us so deeply.
John wrote,
“God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the
world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins”
1 John 4:9-10.
Our Savior was sent to give light to those walking in darkness. He came for those who are
weak and need help, for those who don’t feel completely confident about 2022. Jesus was
lovingly born to those who need a physician’s care. In this, we see Jesus sympathizes with our
weaknesses. Through the prophet, we’re invited to catch a vision with a future which may seem
impossible, given the current circumstances in our: polarized politics, threats to environment,
debates over rights, and the lists of challenges could go on and on.
We’re offered a future, God’s future, beyond the present moment, past the depressing
news we hear. God provides for a restorative end which He started and is doing a new thing
through us. So, we show God cares by having a faith oriented not in fear, but in hope, a faith in
God’s sovereign power and purposes. In this, we model for the world that God loves and cares
for everyone’s future.
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Finally, as we declare in word and deed that God loves, we also can be confident that God
seeks to bless us.
In Paul’s first reported sermon, he says, “Jesus came to earth that everyone would seek
God, in the hope that they might feel their way toward him and find him.”
It’s no wonder that many claim for themselves what the Psalmist testifies.
O Lord, you have searched me and known me.
You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
you discern my thoughts from far away.
You search out my path and my lying down,
and are acquainted with all my ways. (Ps. 139:1-3).
Jesus- himself- on his final days on earth, intercedes for all believers. He boldly prays to
His Father, praying for those who WILL believe in him. It’s a prayer 2,000+ years old that is still
being answered by the Almighty. Through his prayer, Jesus is saying you are beloved and worth
going after. YOU, the one he was born for and would die on the cross for, you are cherished.
The Prince of Peace still seeks to bless those who hunger for a Savior. And, the great thing
about it is that we get to participate in that blessing.
Through us, not exclusively but significantly, God fulfills the prophecy and continues
drawing people to Himself. Many people. Those from other cities recruiting others- even from
powerful cities- hold onto our faith, eager for us to take them to the Lord to ask for God’s
blessings.
Friends, keep hold of the vision of everyone coming together to know a God who wants
a relationship with us: who chooses to be with us, who loves for us, and seeks to bless us. This
way, in the new year and decades to come, many will join with that angelic Christmas choir and
find a way to bring hope to others because of what God has done!
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen!
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played an important role for God in the community restoration, during a season when the Jews
felt like they lived in a foreign land even in their home town, Jerusalem. Zechariah was an
encourager. He spurred on the Jews to obediently respond to God’s call. They were to rebuild
the temple as they returned from exile in Babylon.
Over the last month, we’ve heard sermons on Zechariah chapters 6, 7, and 8. Today, we
finish chapter 8, wherein Zechariah talks about the future. I can’t image a week in our culture
(like this past week) when we think so much about what may come for our future. We speculate
over: new year’s resolutions, new fitness goals, and new semesters, on this first Sunday of a new
year.
To set up the Old Testament Scripture reading, note God has been saying he would do a
new thing. He’d mercifully: restore things, gather people together again, make things marvelous.
God had been at work among His people and is still at work making things new.
As always in Scripture, God is the main actor in the drama of restorative hope. We are
supporting actors and actresses to help bring others to God, who graciously blesses all.
Listen, as we drop down into the conclusion of Zechariah 8: 20-23.
Thus says the LORD of hosts: Peoples shall yet come, the inhabitants of many
cities; the inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, “Come, let us go to
entreat the favor of the LORD, and to seek the LORD of hosts; I myself am
going.” Many peoples and strong nations shall come to seek the LORD of hosts in
Jerusalem, and to entreat the favor of the LORD. Thus says the LORD of hosts: In
those days ten men from nations of every language shall take hold of a Jew,
grasping his garment and saying, “Let us go with you, for we have heard that God
is with you.”
Zechariah 8:20-23
“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in
me through their word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I
am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent
me. The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one,
as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so
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that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you
have loved me. Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be
with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved
me before the foundation of the world.
John 17:20-24
What I hear the New Testament and Old Testament passages telling us is that: God is:
with us, loving us, and seeking to bless us, even as we are invited to seek Him.
Consider this powerful word “Emmanuel.” God with us. It’s a delight to be reminded of
this. God-with-us is our hope in persevering in the faith during the pandemic. It really reassures
us that God remains steadfast, as a rock and refuge, amidst a deadly pestilence.
There are always times when we and others need this hope-full message. We often hear
of: someone’s declining health, relational difficulties, a struggle with addiction over here, or a
storm-of-some-sort over there… Hearing God is close, right by our side, empathetic to challengescan certainly help us maintain hope to be restored. By God’s grace, we can still have peace and
joy through the storms.
Remember in the classic Christmas hymn, we sing of God-in-our-midst? “Veiled in flesh
the God-head see; Hail the incarnate Deity, pleased in flesh with us to dwell, Jesus our Emmanuel.
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” In this newborn King, God has made
himself like a person that we can relate to. We can share in his birth, death, and resurrection.
Out of God’s great love for us, God sent His son as one we could approach. We’re drawn
to Him as an innocent, precious, vulnerable newborn. God the Father wanted us to have rapport
with his son, so Jesus was born in an ordinary way to an ordinary teenage couple, in a rather
ordinary community called Bethlehem. Like the rest of us, he came through flesh and blood,
sweat and love. In humility, Jesus had to be held, nursed, and changed. When the Word became
Flesh, it was indeed so ordinary that some still do not know who He is and His significance
everywhere.
Rev. Ashley-Anne Masters, who has worked in campus and congregational ministry, tells
of a story that happened around Christmas, a few years ago, in a very ordinary setting. She said
she was standing in a grocery store check-out line when the customer in front of her asked the
clerk a question. The conversation went like so:
Customer: “Do you have Christmas stamps?”
Clerk: “No. We just have Liberty Bell and some lady holding a baby.”
Customer: “Can I see them? That’s Mary holding Jesus. I’ll take those.”
Clerk: “How did they get a picture of them?”
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Customer looks back at me to hide laughing, so I chime in, “I bet it’s someone’s
interpretation of what they may have looked like.”
Clerk: “Maybe. ‘Cause I don’t think anyone took pictures back then.”
The customer went on about her purchase. The customer behind me and I
pretended to look at magazines in attempt to snuff our laughter. As the clerk
scanned my items, she kept going back to “some lady holding a baby.” She said
she sold those stamps for weeks and never knew it was Mary and Jesus.
I put on my best game face and attempted to converse with her. I even managed
to say, with a straight face, “It could happen to anyone.”
As I retrieved my bags, I couldn’t help but wish her “Merry Christmas” as I walked
away. She responded, “Hey, you too!”
God is with us, even when we don’t know it or recognize him. It’s common for us (or
others) to misunderstand who Jesus is and what he did in becoming the flesh of God. Despite
ignorance or oversight, the Lord values others above himself, so He came from heaven to earth.
For those who don’t know, we are encouraged to introduce them to Emmanuel. In
gratitude to God’s gift of salvation, we reveal to others the difference God has made in our lives.
Not only is it good news that God is with us, but it’s also good news that God loves us so deeply.
John wrote,
“God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the
world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins”
1 John 4:9-10.
Our Savior was sent to give light to those walking in darkness. He came for those who are
weak and need help, for those who don’t feel completely confident about 2022. Jesus was
lovingly born to those who need a physician’s care. In this, we see Jesus sympathizes with our
weaknesses. Through the prophet, we’re invited to catch a vision with a future which may seem
impossible, given the current circumstances in our: polarized politics, threats to environment,
debates over rights, and the lists of challenges could go on and on.
We’re offered a future, God’s future, beyond the present moment, past the depressing
news we hear. God provides for a restorative end which He started and is doing a new thing
through us. So, we show God cares by having a faith oriented not in fear, but in hope, a faith in
God’s sovereign power and purposes. In this, we model for the world that God loves and cares
for everyone’s future.

3

Finally, as we declare in word and deed that God loves, we also can be confident that God
seeks to bless us.
In Paul’s first reported sermon, he says, “Jesus came to earth that everyone would seek
God, in the hope that they might feel their way toward him and find him.”
It’s no wonder that many claim for themselves what the Psalmist testifies.
O Lord, you have searched me and known me.
You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
you discern my thoughts from far away.
You search out my path and my lying down,
and are acquainted with all my ways. (Ps. 139:1-3).
Jesus- himself- on his final days on earth, intercedes for all believers. He boldly prays to
His Father, praying for those who WILL believe in him. It’s a prayer 2,000+ years old that is still
being answered by the Almighty. Through his prayer, Jesus is saying you are beloved and worth
going after. YOU, the one he was born for and would die on the cross for, you are cherished.
The Prince of Peace still seeks to bless those who hunger for a Savior. And, the great thing
about it is that we get to participate in that blessing.
Through us, not exclusively but significantly, God fulfills the prophecy and continues
drawing people to Himself. Many people. Those from other cities recruiting others- even from
powerful cities- hold onto our faith, eager for us to take them to the Lord to ask for God’s
blessings.
Friends, keep hold of the vision of everyone coming together to know a God who wants
a relationship with us: who chooses to be with us, who loves for us, and seeks to bless us. This
way, in the new year and decades to come, many will join with that angelic Christmas choir and
find a way to bring hope to others because of what God has done!
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen!
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“Prepare Him Room: Stamps”
Rev. Mark Lampley (delivered by Jay Howell)
January 2, 2022
Zechariah 8:20-23 and John 17:20-24

We’ve been in a sermon series connecting with the Old Testament priest Zechariah. He
played an important role for God in the community restoration, during a season when the Jews
felt like they lived in a foreign land even in their home town, Jerusalem. Zechariah was an
encourager. He spurred on the Jews to obediently respond to God’s call. They were to rebuild
the temple as they returned from exile in Babylon.
Over the last month, we’ve heard sermons on Zechariah chapters 6, 7, and 8. Today, we
finish chapter 8, wherein Zechariah talks about the future. I can’t image a week in our culture
(like this past week) when we think so much about what may come for our future. We speculate
over: new year’s resolutions, new fitness goals, and new semesters, on this first Sunday of a new
year.
To set up the Old Testament Scripture reading, note God has been saying he would do a
new thing. He’d mercifully: restore things, gather people together again, make things marvelous.
God had been at work among His people and is still at work making things new.
As always in Scripture, God is the main actor in the drama of restorative hope. We are
supporting actors and actresses to help bring others to God, who graciously blesses all.
Listen, as we drop down into the conclusion of Zechariah 8: 20-23.
Thus says the LORD of hosts: Peoples shall yet come, the inhabitants of many
cities; the inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, “Come, let us go to
entreat the favor of the LORD, and to seek the LORD of hosts; I myself am
going.” Many peoples and strong nations shall come to seek the LORD of hosts in
Jerusalem, and to entreat the favor of the LORD. Thus says the LORD of hosts: In
those days ten men from nations of every language shall take hold of a Jew,
grasping his garment and saying, “Let us go with you, for we have heard that God
is with you.”
Zechariah 8:20-23
“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in
me through their word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I
am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent
me. The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one,
as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so
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that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you
have loved me. Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be
with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved
me before the foundation of the world.
John 17:20-24
What I hear the New Testament and Old Testament passages telling us is that: God is:
with us, loving us, and seeking to bless us, even as we are invited to seek Him.
Consider this powerful word “Emmanuel.” God with us. It’s a delight to be reminded of
this. God-with-us is our hope in persevering in the faith during the pandemic. It really reassures
us that God remains steadfast, as a rock and refuge, amidst a deadly pestilence.
There are always times when we and others need this hope-full message. We often hear
of: someone’s declining health, relational difficulties, a struggle with addiction over here, or a
storm-of-some-sort over there… Hearing God is close, right by our side, empathetic to challengescan certainly help us maintain hope to be restored. By God’s grace, we can still have peace and
joy through the storms.
Remember in the classic Christmas hymn, we sing of God-in-our-midst? “Veiled in flesh
the God-head see; Hail the incarnate Deity, pleased in flesh with us to dwell, Jesus our Emmanuel.
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” In this newborn King, God has made
himself like a person that we can relate to. We can share in his birth, death, and resurrection.
Out of God’s great love for us, God sent His son as one we could approach. We’re drawn
to Him as an innocent, precious, vulnerable newborn. God the Father wanted us to have rapport
with his son, so Jesus was born in an ordinary way to an ordinary teenage couple, in a rather
ordinary community called Bethlehem. Like the rest of us, he came through flesh and blood,
sweat and love. In humility, Jesus had to be held, nursed, and changed. When the Word became
Flesh, it was indeed so ordinary that some still do not know who He is and His significance
everywhere.
Rev. Ashley-Anne Masters, who has worked in campus and congregational ministry, tells
of a story that happened around Christmas, a few years ago, in a very ordinary setting. She said
she was standing in a grocery store check-out line when the customer in front of her asked the
clerk a question. The conversation went like so:
Customer: “Do you have Christmas stamps?”
Clerk: “No. We just have Liberty Bell and some lady holding a baby.”
Customer: “Can I see them? That’s Mary holding Jesus. I’ll take those.”
Clerk: “How did they get a picture of them?”
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Customer looks back at me to hide laughing, so I chime in, “I bet it’s someone’s
interpretation of what they may have looked like.”
Clerk: “Maybe. ‘Cause I don’t think anyone took pictures back then.”
The customer went on about her purchase. The customer behind me and I
pretended to look at magazines in attempt to snuff our laughter. As the clerk
scanned my items, she kept going back to “some lady holding a baby.” She said
she sold those stamps for weeks and never knew it was Mary and Jesus.
I put on my best game face and attempted to converse with her. I even managed
to say, with a straight face, “It could happen to anyone.”
As I retrieved my bags, I couldn’t help but wish her “Merry Christmas” as I walked
away. She responded, “Hey, you too!”
God is with us, even when we don’t know it or recognize him. It’s common for us (or
others) to misunderstand who Jesus is and what he did in becoming the flesh of God. Despite
ignorance or oversight, the Lord values others above himself, so He came from heaven to earth.
For those who don’t know, we are encouraged to introduce them to Emmanuel. In
gratitude to God’s gift of salvation, we reveal to others the difference God has made in our lives.
Not only is it good news that God is with us, but it’s also good news that God loves us so deeply.
John wrote,
“God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the
world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins”
1 John 4:9-10.
Our Savior was sent to give light to those walking in darkness. He came for those who are
weak and need help, for those who don’t feel completely confident about 2022. Jesus was
lovingly born to those who need a physician’s care. In this, we see Jesus sympathizes with our
weaknesses. Through the prophet, we’re invited to catch a vision with a future which may seem
impossible, given the current circumstances in our: polarized politics, threats to environment,
debates over rights, and the lists of challenges could go on and on.
We’re offered a future, God’s future, beyond the present moment, past the depressing
news we hear. God provides for a restorative end which He started and is doing a new thing
through us. So, we show God cares by having a faith oriented not in fear, but in hope, a faith in
God’s sovereign power and purposes. In this, we model for the world that God loves and cares
for everyone’s future.
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Finally, as we declare in word and deed that God loves, we also can be confident that God
seeks to bless us.
In Paul’s first reported sermon, he says, “Jesus came to earth that everyone would seek
God, in the hope that they might feel their way toward him and find him.”
It’s no wonder that many claim for themselves what the Psalmist testifies.
O Lord, you have searched me and known me.
You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
you discern my thoughts from far away.
You search out my path and my lying down,
and are acquainted with all my ways. (Ps. 139:1-3).
Jesus- himself- on his final days on earth, intercedes for all believers. He boldly prays to
His Father, praying for those who WILL believe in him. It’s a prayer 2,000+ years old that is still
being answered by the Almighty. Through his prayer, Jesus is saying you are beloved and worth
going after. YOU, the one he was born for and would die on the cross for, you are cherished.
The Prince of Peace still seeks to bless those who hunger for a Savior. And, the great thing
about it is that we get to participate in that blessing.
Through us, not exclusively but significantly, God fulfills the prophecy and continues
drawing people to Himself. Many people. Those from other cities recruiting others- even from
powerful cities- hold onto our faith, eager for us to take them to the Lord to ask for God’s
blessings.
Friends, keep hold of the vision of everyone coming together to know a God who wants
a relationship with us: who chooses to be with us, who loves for us, and seeks to bless us. This
way, in the new year and decades to come, many will join with that angelic Christmas choir and
find a way to bring hope to others because of what God has done!
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen!
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played an important role for God in the community restoration, during a season when the Jews
felt like they lived in a foreign land even in their home town, Jerusalem. Zechariah was an
encourager. He spurred on the Jews to obediently respond to God’s call. They were to rebuild
the temple as they returned from exile in Babylon.
Over the last month, we’ve heard sermons on Zechariah chapters 6, 7, and 8. Today, we
finish chapter 8, wherein Zechariah talks about the future. I can’t image a week in our culture
(like this past week) when we think so much about what may come for our future. We speculate
over: new year’s resolutions, new fitness goals, and new semesters, on this first Sunday of a new
year.
To set up the Old Testament Scripture reading, note God has been saying he would do a
new thing. He’d mercifully: restore things, gather people together again, make things marvelous.
God had been at work among His people and is still at work making things new.
As always in Scripture, God is the main actor in the drama of restorative hope. We are
supporting actors and actresses to help bring others to God, who graciously blesses all.
Listen, as we drop down into the conclusion of Zechariah 8: 20-23.
Thus says the LORD of hosts: Peoples shall yet come, the inhabitants of many
cities; the inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, “Come, let us go to
entreat the favor of the LORD, and to seek the LORD of hosts; I myself am
going.” Many peoples and strong nations shall come to seek the LORD of hosts in
Jerusalem, and to entreat the favor of the LORD. Thus says the LORD of hosts: In
those days ten men from nations of every language shall take hold of a Jew,
grasping his garment and saying, “Let us go with you, for we have heard that God
is with you.”
Zechariah 8:20-23
“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in
me through their word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I
am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent
me. The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one,
as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so
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that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you
have loved me. Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be
with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved
me before the foundation of the world.
John 17:20-24
What I hear the New Testament and Old Testament passages telling us is that: God is:
with us, loving us, and seeking to bless us, even as we are invited to seek Him.
Consider this powerful word “Emmanuel.” God with us. It’s a delight to be reminded of
this. God-with-us is our hope in persevering in the faith during the pandemic. It really reassures
us that God remains steadfast, as a rock and refuge, amidst a deadly pestilence.
There are always times when we and others need this hope-full message. We often hear
of: someone’s declining health, relational difficulties, a struggle with addiction over here, or a
storm-of-some-sort over there… Hearing God is close, right by our side, empathetic to challengescan certainly help us maintain hope to be restored. By God’s grace, we can still have peace and
joy through the storms.
Remember in the classic Christmas hymn, we sing of God-in-our-midst? “Veiled in flesh
the God-head see; Hail the incarnate Deity, pleased in flesh with us to dwell, Jesus our Emmanuel.
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” In this newborn King, God has made
himself like a person that we can relate to. We can share in his birth, death, and resurrection.
Out of God’s great love for us, God sent His son as one we could approach. We’re drawn
to Him as an innocent, precious, vulnerable newborn. God the Father wanted us to have rapport
with his son, so Jesus was born in an ordinary way to an ordinary teenage couple, in a rather
ordinary community called Bethlehem. Like the rest of us, he came through flesh and blood,
sweat and love. In humility, Jesus had to be held, nursed, and changed. When the Word became
Flesh, it was indeed so ordinary that some still do not know who He is and His significance
everywhere.
Rev. Ashley-Anne Masters, who has worked in campus and congregational ministry, tells
of a story that happened around Christmas, a few years ago, in a very ordinary setting. She said
she was standing in a grocery store check-out line when the customer in front of her asked the
clerk a question. The conversation went like so:
Customer: “Do you have Christmas stamps?”
Clerk: “No. We just have Liberty Bell and some lady holding a baby.”
Customer: “Can I see them? That’s Mary holding Jesus. I’ll take those.”
Clerk: “How did they get a picture of them?”
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Customer looks back at me to hide laughing, so I chime in, “I bet it’s someone’s
interpretation of what they may have looked like.”
Clerk: “Maybe. ‘Cause I don’t think anyone took pictures back then.”
The customer went on about her purchase. The customer behind me and I
pretended to look at magazines in attempt to snuff our laughter. As the clerk
scanned my items, she kept going back to “some lady holding a baby.” She said
she sold those stamps for weeks and never knew it was Mary and Jesus.
I put on my best game face and attempted to converse with her. I even managed
to say, with a straight face, “It could happen to anyone.”
As I retrieved my bags, I couldn’t help but wish her “Merry Christmas” as I walked
away. She responded, “Hey, you too!”
God is with us, even when we don’t know it or recognize him. It’s common for us (or
others) to misunderstand who Jesus is and what he did in becoming the flesh of God. Despite
ignorance or oversight, the Lord values others above himself, so He came from heaven to earth.
For those who don’t know, we are encouraged to introduce them to Emmanuel. In
gratitude to God’s gift of salvation, we reveal to others the difference God has made in our lives.
Not only is it good news that God is with us, but it’s also good news that God loves us so deeply.
John wrote,
“God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the
world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins”
1 John 4:9-10.
Our Savior was sent to give light to those walking in darkness. He came for those who are
weak and need help, for those who don’t feel completely confident about 2022. Jesus was
lovingly born to those who need a physician’s care. In this, we see Jesus sympathizes with our
weaknesses. Through the prophet, we’re invited to catch a vision with a future which may seem
impossible, given the current circumstances in our: polarized politics, threats to environment,
debates over rights, and the lists of challenges could go on and on.
We’re offered a future, God’s future, beyond the present moment, past the depressing
news we hear. God provides for a restorative end which He started and is doing a new thing
through us. So, we show God cares by having a faith oriented not in fear, but in hope, a faith in
God’s sovereign power and purposes. In this, we model for the world that God loves and cares
for everyone’s future.

3

Finally, as we declare in word and deed that God loves, we also can be confident that God
seeks to bless us.
In Paul’s first reported sermon, he says, “Jesus came to earth that everyone would seek
God, in the hope that they might feel their way toward him and find him.”
It’s no wonder that many claim for themselves what the Psalmist testifies.
O Lord, you have searched me and known me.
You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
you discern my thoughts from far away.
You search out my path and my lying down,
and are acquainted with all my ways. (Ps. 139:1-3).
Jesus- himself- on his final days on earth, intercedes for all believers. He boldly prays to
His Father, praying for those who WILL believe in him. It’s a prayer 2,000+ years old that is still
being answered by the Almighty. Through his prayer, Jesus is saying you are beloved and worth
going after. YOU, the one he was born for and would die on the cross for, you are cherished.
The Prince of Peace still seeks to bless those who hunger for a Savior. And, the great thing
about it is that we get to participate in that blessing.
Through us, not exclusively but significantly, God fulfills the prophecy and continues
drawing people to Himself. Many people. Those from other cities recruiting others- even from
powerful cities- hold onto our faith, eager for us to take them to the Lord to ask for God’s
blessings.
Friends, keep hold of the vision of everyone coming together to know a God who wants
a relationship with us: who chooses to be with us, who loves for us, and seeks to bless us. This
way, in the new year and decades to come, many will join with that angelic Christmas choir and
find a way to bring hope to others because of what God has done!
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen!
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(like this past week) when we think so much about what may come for our future. We speculate
over: new year’s resolutions, new fitness goals, and new semesters, on this first Sunday of a new
year.
To set up the Old Testament Scripture reading, note God has been saying he would do a
new thing. He’d mercifully: restore things, gather people together again, make things marvelous.
God had been at work among His people and is still at work making things new.
As always in Scripture, God is the main actor in the drama of restorative hope. We are
supporting actors and actresses to help bring others to God, who graciously blesses all.
Listen, as we drop down into the conclusion of Zechariah 8: 20-23.
Thus says the LORD of hosts: Peoples shall yet come, the inhabitants of many
cities; the inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, “Come, let us go to
entreat the favor of the LORD, and to seek the LORD of hosts; I myself am
going.” Many peoples and strong nations shall come to seek the LORD of hosts in
Jerusalem, and to entreat the favor of the LORD. Thus says the LORD of hosts: In
those days ten men from nations of every language shall take hold of a Jew,
grasping his garment and saying, “Let us go with you, for we have heard that God
is with you.”
Zechariah 8:20-23
“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in
me through their word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I
am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent
me. The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one,
as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so
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that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you
have loved me. Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be
with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved
me before the foundation of the world.
John 17:20-24
What I hear the New Testament and Old Testament passages telling us is that: God is:
with us, loving us, and seeking to bless us, even as we are invited to seek Him.
Consider this powerful word “Emmanuel.” God with us. It’s a delight to be reminded of
this. God-with-us is our hope in persevering in the faith during the pandemic. It really reassures
us that God remains steadfast, as a rock and refuge, amidst a deadly pestilence.
There are always times when we and others need this hope-full message. We often hear
of: someone’s declining health, relational difficulties, a struggle with addiction over here, or a
storm-of-some-sort over there… Hearing God is close, right by our side, empathetic to challengescan certainly help us maintain hope to be restored. By God’s grace, we can still have peace and
joy through the storms.
Remember in the classic Christmas hymn, we sing of God-in-our-midst? “Veiled in flesh
the God-head see; Hail the incarnate Deity, pleased in flesh with us to dwell, Jesus our Emmanuel.
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” In this newborn King, God has made
himself like a person that we can relate to. We can share in his birth, death, and resurrection.
Out of God’s great love for us, God sent His son as one we could approach. We’re drawn
to Him as an innocent, precious, vulnerable newborn. God the Father wanted us to have rapport
with his son, so Jesus was born in an ordinary way to an ordinary teenage couple, in a rather
ordinary community called Bethlehem. Like the rest of us, he came through flesh and blood,
sweat and love. In humility, Jesus had to be held, nursed, and changed. When the Word became
Flesh, it was indeed so ordinary that some still do not know who He is and His significance
everywhere.
Rev. Ashley-Anne Masters, who has worked in campus and congregational ministry, tells
of a story that happened around Christmas, a few years ago, in a very ordinary setting. She said
she was standing in a grocery store check-out line when the customer in front of her asked the
clerk a question. The conversation went like so:
Customer: “Do you have Christmas stamps?”
Clerk: “No. We just have Liberty Bell and some lady holding a baby.”
Customer: “Can I see them? That’s Mary holding Jesus. I’ll take those.”
Clerk: “How did they get a picture of them?”
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Customer looks back at me to hide laughing, so I chime in, “I bet it’s someone’s
interpretation of what they may have looked like.”
Clerk: “Maybe. ‘Cause I don’t think anyone took pictures back then.”
The customer went on about her purchase. The customer behind me and I
pretended to look at magazines in attempt to snuff our laughter. As the clerk
scanned my items, she kept going back to “some lady holding a baby.” She said
she sold those stamps for weeks and never knew it was Mary and Jesus.
I put on my best game face and attempted to converse with her. I even managed
to say, with a straight face, “It could happen to anyone.”
As I retrieved my bags, I couldn’t help but wish her “Merry Christmas” as I walked
away. She responded, “Hey, you too!”
God is with us, even when we don’t know it or recognize him. It’s common for us (or
others) to misunderstand who Jesus is and what he did in becoming the flesh of God. Despite
ignorance or oversight, the Lord values others above himself, so He came from heaven to earth.
For those who don’t know, we are encouraged to introduce them to Emmanuel. In
gratitude to God’s gift of salvation, we reveal to others the difference God has made in our lives.
Not only is it good news that God is with us, but it’s also good news that God loves us so deeply.
John wrote,
“God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the
world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins”
1 John 4:9-10.
Our Savior was sent to give light to those walking in darkness. He came for those who are
weak and need help, for those who don’t feel completely confident about 2022. Jesus was
lovingly born to those who need a physician’s care. In this, we see Jesus sympathizes with our
weaknesses. Through the prophet, we’re invited to catch a vision with a future which may seem
impossible, given the current circumstances in our: polarized politics, threats to environment,
debates over rights, and the lists of challenges could go on and on.
We’re offered a future, God’s future, beyond the present moment, past the depressing
news we hear. God provides for a restorative end which He started and is doing a new thing
through us. So, we show God cares by having a faith oriented not in fear, but in hope, a faith in
God’s sovereign power and purposes. In this, we model for the world that God loves and cares
for everyone’s future.

3

Finally, as we declare in word and deed that God loves, we also can be confident that God
seeks to bless us.
In Paul’s first reported sermon, he says, “Jesus came to earth that everyone would seek
God, in the hope that they might feel their way toward him and find him.”
It’s no wonder that many claim for themselves what the Psalmist testifies.
O Lord, you have searched me and known me.
You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
you discern my thoughts from far away.
You search out my path and my lying down,
and are acquainted with all my ways. (Ps. 139:1-3).
Jesus- himself- on his final days on earth, intercedes for all believers. He boldly prays to
His Father, praying for those who WILL believe in him. It’s a prayer 2,000+ years old that is still
being answered by the Almighty. Through his prayer, Jesus is saying you are beloved and worth
going after. YOU, the one he was born for and would die on the cross for, you are cherished.
The Prince of Peace still seeks to bless those who hunger for a Savior. And, the great thing
about it is that we get to participate in that blessing.
Through us, not exclusively but significantly, God fulfills the prophecy and continues
drawing people to Himself. Many people. Those from other cities recruiting others- even from
powerful cities- hold onto our faith, eager for us to take them to the Lord to ask for God’s
blessings.
Friends, keep hold of the vision of everyone coming together to know a God who wants
a relationship with us: who chooses to be with us, who loves for us, and seeks to bless us. This
way, in the new year and decades to come, many will join with that angelic Christmas choir and
find a way to bring hope to others because of what God has done!
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen!
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“Prepare Him Room: Stamps”
Rev. Mark Lampley (delivered by Jay Howell)
January 2, 2022
Zechariah 8:20-23 and John 17:20-24

We’ve been in a sermon series connecting with the Old Testament priest Zechariah. He
played an important role for God in the community restoration, during a season when the Jews
felt like they lived in a foreign land even in their home town, Jerusalem. Zechariah was an
encourager. He spurred on the Jews to obediently respond to God’s call. They were to rebuild
the temple as they returned from exile in Babylon.
Over the last month, we’ve heard sermons on Zechariah chapters 6, 7, and 8. Today, we
finish chapter 8, wherein Zechariah talks about the future. I can’t image a week in our culture
(like this past week) when we think so much about what may come for our future. We speculate
over: new year’s resolutions, new fitness goals, and new semesters, on this first Sunday of a new
year.
To set up the Old Testament Scripture reading, note God has been saying he would do a
new thing. He’d mercifully: restore things, gather people together again, make things marvelous.
God had been at work among His people and is still at work making things new.
As always in Scripture, God is the main actor in the drama of restorative hope. We are
supporting actors and actresses to help bring others to God, who graciously blesses all.
Listen, as we drop down into the conclusion of Zechariah 8: 20-23.
Thus says the LORD of hosts: Peoples shall yet come, the inhabitants of many
cities; the inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, “Come, let us go to
entreat the favor of the LORD, and to seek the LORD of hosts; I myself am
going.” Many peoples and strong nations shall come to seek the LORD of hosts in
Jerusalem, and to entreat the favor of the LORD. Thus says the LORD of hosts: In
those days ten men from nations of every language shall take hold of a Jew,
grasping his garment and saying, “Let us go with you, for we have heard that God
is with you.”
Zechariah 8:20-23
“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in
me through their word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I
am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent
me. The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one,
as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so
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that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you
have loved me. Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be
with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved
me before the foundation of the world.
John 17:20-24
What I hear the New Testament and Old Testament passages telling us is that: God is:
with us, loving us, and seeking to bless us, even as we are invited to seek Him.
Consider this powerful word “Emmanuel.” God with us. It’s a delight to be reminded of
this. God-with-us is our hope in persevering in the faith during the pandemic. It really reassures
us that God remains steadfast, as a rock and refuge, amidst a deadly pestilence.
There are always times when we and others need this hope-full message. We often hear
of: someone’s declining health, relational difficulties, a struggle with addiction over here, or a
storm-of-some-sort over there… Hearing God is close, right by our side, empathetic to challengescan certainly help us maintain hope to be restored. By God’s grace, we can still have peace and
joy through the storms.
Remember in the classic Christmas hymn, we sing of God-in-our-midst? “Veiled in flesh
the God-head see; Hail the incarnate Deity, pleased in flesh with us to dwell, Jesus our Emmanuel.
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” In this newborn King, God has made
himself like a person that we can relate to. We can share in his birth, death, and resurrection.
Out of God’s great love for us, God sent His son as one we could approach. We’re drawn
to Him as an innocent, precious, vulnerable newborn. God the Father wanted us to have rapport
with his son, so Jesus was born in an ordinary way to an ordinary teenage couple, in a rather
ordinary community called Bethlehem. Like the rest of us, he came through flesh and blood,
sweat and love. In humility, Jesus had to be held, nursed, and changed. When the Word became
Flesh, it was indeed so ordinary that some still do not know who He is and His significance
everywhere.
Rev. Ashley-Anne Masters, who has worked in campus and congregational ministry, tells
of a story that happened around Christmas, a few years ago, in a very ordinary setting. She said
she was standing in a grocery store check-out line when the customer in front of her asked the
clerk a question. The conversation went like so:
Customer: “Do you have Christmas stamps?”
Clerk: “No. We just have Liberty Bell and some lady holding a baby.”
Customer: “Can I see them? That’s Mary holding Jesus. I’ll take those.”
Clerk: “How did they get a picture of them?”
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Customer looks back at me to hide laughing, so I chime in, “I bet it’s someone’s
interpretation of what they may have looked like.”
Clerk: “Maybe. ‘Cause I don’t think anyone took pictures back then.”
The customer went on about her purchase. The customer behind me and I
pretended to look at magazines in attempt to snuff our laughter. As the clerk
scanned my items, she kept going back to “some lady holding a baby.” She said
she sold those stamps for weeks and never knew it was Mary and Jesus.
I put on my best game face and attempted to converse with her. I even managed
to say, with a straight face, “It could happen to anyone.”
As I retrieved my bags, I couldn’t help but wish her “Merry Christmas” as I walked
away. She responded, “Hey, you too!”
God is with us, even when we don’t know it or recognize him. It’s common for us (or
others) to misunderstand who Jesus is and what he did in becoming the flesh of God. Despite
ignorance or oversight, the Lord values others above himself, so He came from heaven to earth.
For those who don’t know, we are encouraged to introduce them to Emmanuel. In
gratitude to God’s gift of salvation, we reveal to others the difference God has made in our lives.
Not only is it good news that God is with us, but it’s also good news that God loves us so deeply.
John wrote,
“God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the
world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins”
1 John 4:9-10.
Our Savior was sent to give light to those walking in darkness. He came for those who are
weak and need help, for those who don’t feel completely confident about 2022. Jesus was
lovingly born to those who need a physician’s care. In this, we see Jesus sympathizes with our
weaknesses. Through the prophet, we’re invited to catch a vision with a future which may seem
impossible, given the current circumstances in our: polarized politics, threats to environment,
debates over rights, and the lists of challenges could go on and on.
We’re offered a future, God’s future, beyond the present moment, past the depressing
news we hear. God provides for a restorative end which He started and is doing a new thing
through us. So, we show God cares by having a faith oriented not in fear, but in hope, a faith in
God’s sovereign power and purposes. In this, we model for the world that God loves and cares
for everyone’s future.
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Finally, as we declare in word and deed that God loves, we also can be confident that God
seeks to bless us.
In Paul’s first reported sermon, he says, “Jesus came to earth that everyone would seek
God, in the hope that they might feel their way toward him and find him.”
It’s no wonder that many claim for themselves what the Psalmist testifies.
O Lord, you have searched me and known me.
You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
you discern my thoughts from far away.
You search out my path and my lying down,
and are acquainted with all my ways. (Ps. 139:1-3).
Jesus- himself- on his final days on earth, intercedes for all believers. He boldly prays to
His Father, praying for those who WILL believe in him. It’s a prayer 2,000+ years old that is still
being answered by the Almighty. Through his prayer, Jesus is saying you are beloved and worth
going after. YOU, the one he was born for and would die on the cross for, you are cherished.
The Prince of Peace still seeks to bless those who hunger for a Savior. And, the great thing
about it is that we get to participate in that blessing.
Through us, not exclusively but significantly, God fulfills the prophecy and continues
drawing people to Himself. Many people. Those from other cities recruiting others- even from
powerful cities- hold onto our faith, eager for us to take them to the Lord to ask for God’s
blessings.
Friends, keep hold of the vision of everyone coming together to know a God who wants
a relationship with us: who chooses to be with us, who loves for us, and seeks to bless us. This
way, in the new year and decades to come, many will join with that angelic Christmas choir and
find a way to bring hope to others because of what God has done!
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen!
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felt like they lived in a foreign land even in their home town, Jerusalem. Zechariah was an
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finish chapter 8, wherein Zechariah talks about the future. I can’t image a week in our culture
(like this past week) when we think so much about what may come for our future. We speculate
over: new year’s resolutions, new fitness goals, and new semesters, on this first Sunday of a new
year.
To set up the Old Testament Scripture reading, note God has been saying he would do a
new thing. He’d mercifully: restore things, gather people together again, make things marvelous.
God had been at work among His people and is still at work making things new.
As always in Scripture, God is the main actor in the drama of restorative hope. We are
supporting actors and actresses to help bring others to God, who graciously blesses all.
Listen, as we drop down into the conclusion of Zechariah 8: 20-23.
Thus says the LORD of hosts: Peoples shall yet come, the inhabitants of many
cities; the inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, “Come, let us go to
entreat the favor of the LORD, and to seek the LORD of hosts; I myself am
going.” Many peoples and strong nations shall come to seek the LORD of hosts in
Jerusalem, and to entreat the favor of the LORD. Thus says the LORD of hosts: In
those days ten men from nations of every language shall take hold of a Jew,
grasping his garment and saying, “Let us go with you, for we have heard that God
is with you.”
Zechariah 8:20-23
“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in
me through their word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I
am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent
me. The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one,
as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so
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that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you
have loved me. Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be
with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved
me before the foundation of the world.
John 17:20-24
What I hear the New Testament and Old Testament passages telling us is that: God is:
with us, loving us, and seeking to bless us, even as we are invited to seek Him.
Consider this powerful word “Emmanuel.” God with us. It’s a delight to be reminded of
this. God-with-us is our hope in persevering in the faith during the pandemic. It really reassures
us that God remains steadfast, as a rock and refuge, amidst a deadly pestilence.
There are always times when we and others need this hope-full message. We often hear
of: someone’s declining health, relational difficulties, a struggle with addiction over here, or a
storm-of-some-sort over there… Hearing God is close, right by our side, empathetic to challengescan certainly help us maintain hope to be restored. By God’s grace, we can still have peace and
joy through the storms.
Remember in the classic Christmas hymn, we sing of God-in-our-midst? “Veiled in flesh
the God-head see; Hail the incarnate Deity, pleased in flesh with us to dwell, Jesus our Emmanuel.
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” In this newborn King, God has made
himself like a person that we can relate to. We can share in his birth, death, and resurrection.
Out of God’s great love for us, God sent His son as one we could approach. We’re drawn
to Him as an innocent, precious, vulnerable newborn. God the Father wanted us to have rapport
with his son, so Jesus was born in an ordinary way to an ordinary teenage couple, in a rather
ordinary community called Bethlehem. Like the rest of us, he came through flesh and blood,
sweat and love. In humility, Jesus had to be held, nursed, and changed. When the Word became
Flesh, it was indeed so ordinary that some still do not know who He is and His significance
everywhere.
Rev. Ashley-Anne Masters, who has worked in campus and congregational ministry, tells
of a story that happened around Christmas, a few years ago, in a very ordinary setting. She said
she was standing in a grocery store check-out line when the customer in front of her asked the
clerk a question. The conversation went like so:
Customer: “Do you have Christmas stamps?”
Clerk: “No. We just have Liberty Bell and some lady holding a baby.”
Customer: “Can I see them? That’s Mary holding Jesus. I’ll take those.”
Clerk: “How did they get a picture of them?”
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Customer looks back at me to hide laughing, so I chime in, “I bet it’s someone’s
interpretation of what they may have looked like.”
Clerk: “Maybe. ‘Cause I don’t think anyone took pictures back then.”
The customer went on about her purchase. The customer behind me and I
pretended to look at magazines in attempt to snuff our laughter. As the clerk
scanned my items, she kept going back to “some lady holding a baby.” She said
she sold those stamps for weeks and never knew it was Mary and Jesus.
I put on my best game face and attempted to converse with her. I even managed
to say, with a straight face, “It could happen to anyone.”
As I retrieved my bags, I couldn’t help but wish her “Merry Christmas” as I walked
away. She responded, “Hey, you too!”
God is with us, even when we don’t know it or recognize him. It’s common for us (or
others) to misunderstand who Jesus is and what he did in becoming the flesh of God. Despite
ignorance or oversight, the Lord values others above himself, so He came from heaven to earth.
For those who don’t know, we are encouraged to introduce them to Emmanuel. In
gratitude to God’s gift of salvation, we reveal to others the difference God has made in our lives.
Not only is it good news that God is with us, but it’s also good news that God loves us so deeply.
John wrote,
“God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the
world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins”
1 John 4:9-10.
Our Savior was sent to give light to those walking in darkness. He came for those who are
weak and need help, for those who don’t feel completely confident about 2022. Jesus was
lovingly born to those who need a physician’s care. In this, we see Jesus sympathizes with our
weaknesses. Through the prophet, we’re invited to catch a vision with a future which may seem
impossible, given the current circumstances in our: polarized politics, threats to environment,
debates over rights, and the lists of challenges could go on and on.
We’re offered a future, God’s future, beyond the present moment, past the depressing
news we hear. God provides for a restorative end which He started and is doing a new thing
through us. So, we show God cares by having a faith oriented not in fear, but in hope, a faith in
God’s sovereign power and purposes. In this, we model for the world that God loves and cares
for everyone’s future.
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Finally, as we declare in word and deed that God loves, we also can be confident that God
seeks to bless us.
In Paul’s first reported sermon, he says, “Jesus came to earth that everyone would seek
God, in the hope that they might feel their way toward him and find him.”
It’s no wonder that many claim for themselves what the Psalmist testifies.
O Lord, you have searched me and known me.
You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
you discern my thoughts from far away.
You search out my path and my lying down,
and are acquainted with all my ways. (Ps. 139:1-3).
Jesus- himself- on his final days on earth, intercedes for all believers. He boldly prays to
His Father, praying for those who WILL believe in him. It’s a prayer 2,000+ years old that is still
being answered by the Almighty. Through his prayer, Jesus is saying you are beloved and worth
going after. YOU, the one he was born for and would die on the cross for, you are cherished.
The Prince of Peace still seeks to bless those who hunger for a Savior. And, the great thing
about it is that we get to participate in that blessing.
Through us, not exclusively but significantly, God fulfills the prophecy and continues
drawing people to Himself. Many people. Those from other cities recruiting others- even from
powerful cities- hold onto our faith, eager for us to take them to the Lord to ask for God’s
blessings.
Friends, keep hold of the vision of everyone coming together to know a God who wants
a relationship with us: who chooses to be with us, who loves for us, and seeks to bless us. This
way, in the new year and decades to come, many will join with that angelic Christmas choir and
find a way to bring hope to others because of what God has done!
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen!

4

“Prepare Him Room: Stamps”
Rev. Mark Lampley (delivered by Jay Howell)
January 2, 2022
Zechariah 8:20-23 and John 17:20-24

We’ve been in a sermon series connecting with the Old Testament priest Zechariah. He
played an important role for God in the community restoration, during a season when the Jews
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Over the last month, we’ve heard sermons on Zechariah chapters 6, 7, and 8. Today, we
finish chapter 8, wherein Zechariah talks about the future. I can’t image a week in our culture
(like this past week) when we think so much about what may come for our future. We speculate
over: new year’s resolutions, new fitness goals, and new semesters, on this first Sunday of a new
year.
To set up the Old Testament Scripture reading, note God has been saying he would do a
new thing. He’d mercifully: restore things, gather people together again, make things marvelous.
God had been at work among His people and is still at work making things new.
As always in Scripture, God is the main actor in the drama of restorative hope. We are
supporting actors and actresses to help bring others to God, who graciously blesses all.
Listen, as we drop down into the conclusion of Zechariah 8: 20-23.
Thus says the LORD of hosts: Peoples shall yet come, the inhabitants of many
cities; the inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, “Come, let us go to
entreat the favor of the LORD, and to seek the LORD of hosts; I myself am
going.” Many peoples and strong nations shall come to seek the LORD of hosts in
Jerusalem, and to entreat the favor of the LORD. Thus says the LORD of hosts: In
those days ten men from nations of every language shall take hold of a Jew,
grasping his garment and saying, “Let us go with you, for we have heard that God
is with you.”
Zechariah 8:20-23
“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in
me through their word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I
am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent
me. The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one,
as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so
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that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you
have loved me. Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be
with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved
me before the foundation of the world.
John 17:20-24
What I hear the New Testament and Old Testament passages telling us is that: God is:
with us, loving us, and seeking to bless us, even as we are invited to seek Him.
Consider this powerful word “Emmanuel.” God with us. It’s a delight to be reminded of
this. God-with-us is our hope in persevering in the faith during the pandemic. It really reassures
us that God remains steadfast, as a rock and refuge, amidst a deadly pestilence.
There are always times when we and others need this hope-full message. We often hear
of: someone’s declining health, relational difficulties, a struggle with addiction over here, or a
storm-of-some-sort over there… Hearing God is close, right by our side, empathetic to challengescan certainly help us maintain hope to be restored. By God’s grace, we can still have peace and
joy through the storms.
Remember in the classic Christmas hymn, we sing of God-in-our-midst? “Veiled in flesh
the God-head see; Hail the incarnate Deity, pleased in flesh with us to dwell, Jesus our Emmanuel.
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” In this newborn King, God has made
himself like a person that we can relate to. We can share in his birth, death, and resurrection.
Out of God’s great love for us, God sent His son as one we could approach. We’re drawn
to Him as an innocent, precious, vulnerable newborn. God the Father wanted us to have rapport
with his son, so Jesus was born in an ordinary way to an ordinary teenage couple, in a rather
ordinary community called Bethlehem. Like the rest of us, he came through flesh and blood,
sweat and love. In humility, Jesus had to be held, nursed, and changed. When the Word became
Flesh, it was indeed so ordinary that some still do not know who He is and His significance
everywhere.
Rev. Ashley-Anne Masters, who has worked in campus and congregational ministry, tells
of a story that happened around Christmas, a few years ago, in a very ordinary setting. She said
she was standing in a grocery store check-out line when the customer in front of her asked the
clerk a question. The conversation went like so:
Customer: “Do you have Christmas stamps?”
Clerk: “No. We just have Liberty Bell and some lady holding a baby.”
Customer: “Can I see them? That’s Mary holding Jesus. I’ll take those.”
Clerk: “How did they get a picture of them?”
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Customer looks back at me to hide laughing, so I chime in, “I bet it’s someone’s
interpretation of what they may have looked like.”
Clerk: “Maybe. ‘Cause I don’t think anyone took pictures back then.”
The customer went on about her purchase. The customer behind me and I
pretended to look at magazines in attempt to snuff our laughter. As the clerk
scanned my items, she kept going back to “some lady holding a baby.” She said
she sold those stamps for weeks and never knew it was Mary and Jesus.
I put on my best game face and attempted to converse with her. I even managed
to say, with a straight face, “It could happen to anyone.”
As I retrieved my bags, I couldn’t help but wish her “Merry Christmas” as I walked
away. She responded, “Hey, you too!”
God is with us, even when we don’t know it or recognize him. It’s common for us (or
others) to misunderstand who Jesus is and what he did in becoming the flesh of God. Despite
ignorance or oversight, the Lord values others above himself, so He came from heaven to earth.
For those who don’t know, we are encouraged to introduce them to Emmanuel. In
gratitude to God’s gift of salvation, we reveal to others the difference God has made in our lives.
Not only is it good news that God is with us, but it’s also good news that God loves us so deeply.
John wrote,
“God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the
world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins”
1 John 4:9-10.
Our Savior was sent to give light to those walking in darkness. He came for those who are
weak and need help, for those who don’t feel completely confident about 2022. Jesus was
lovingly born to those who need a physician’s care. In this, we see Jesus sympathizes with our
weaknesses. Through the prophet, we’re invited to catch a vision with a future which may seem
impossible, given the current circumstances in our: polarized politics, threats to environment,
debates over rights, and the lists of challenges could go on and on.
We’re offered a future, God’s future, beyond the present moment, past the depressing
news we hear. God provides for a restorative end which He started and is doing a new thing
through us. So, we show God cares by having a faith oriented not in fear, but in hope, a faith in
God’s sovereign power and purposes. In this, we model for the world that God loves and cares
for everyone’s future.
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Finally, as we declare in word and deed that God loves, we also can be confident that God
seeks to bless us.
In Paul’s first reported sermon, he says, “Jesus came to earth that everyone would seek
God, in the hope that they might feel their way toward him and find him.”
It’s no wonder that many claim for themselves what the Psalmist testifies.
O Lord, you have searched me and known me.
You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
you discern my thoughts from far away.
You search out my path and my lying down,
and are acquainted with all my ways. (Ps. 139:1-3).
Jesus- himself- on his final days on earth, intercedes for all believers. He boldly prays to
His Father, praying for those who WILL believe in him. It’s a prayer 2,000+ years old that is still
being answered by the Almighty. Through his prayer, Jesus is saying you are beloved and worth
going after. YOU, the one he was born for and would die on the cross for, you are cherished.
The Prince of Peace still seeks to bless those who hunger for a Savior. And, the great thing
about it is that we get to participate in that blessing.
Through us, not exclusively but significantly, God fulfills the prophecy and continues
drawing people to Himself. Many people. Those from other cities recruiting others- even from
powerful cities- hold onto our faith, eager for us to take them to the Lord to ask for God’s
blessings.
Friends, keep hold of the vision of everyone coming together to know a God who wants
a relationship with us: who chooses to be with us, who loves for us, and seeks to bless us. This
way, in the new year and decades to come, many will join with that angelic Christmas choir and
find a way to bring hope to others because of what God has done!
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen!
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over: new year’s resolutions, new fitness goals, and new semesters, on this first Sunday of a new
year.
To set up the Old Testament Scripture reading, note God has been saying he would do a
new thing. He’d mercifully: restore things, gather people together again, make things marvelous.
God had been at work among His people and is still at work making things new.
As always in Scripture, God is the main actor in the drama of restorative hope. We are
supporting actors and actresses to help bring others to God, who graciously blesses all.
Listen, as we drop down into the conclusion of Zechariah 8: 20-23.
Thus says the LORD of hosts: Peoples shall yet come, the inhabitants of many
cities; the inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, “Come, let us go to
entreat the favor of the LORD, and to seek the LORD of hosts; I myself am
going.” Many peoples and strong nations shall come to seek the LORD of hosts in
Jerusalem, and to entreat the favor of the LORD. Thus says the LORD of hosts: In
those days ten men from nations of every language shall take hold of a Jew,
grasping his garment and saying, “Let us go with you, for we have heard that God
is with you.”
Zechariah 8:20-23
“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in
me through their word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I
am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent
me. The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one,
as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so
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that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you
have loved me. Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be
with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved
me before the foundation of the world.
John 17:20-24
What I hear the New Testament and Old Testament passages telling us is that: God is:
with us, loving us, and seeking to bless us, even as we are invited to seek Him.
Consider this powerful word “Emmanuel.” God with us. It’s a delight to be reminded of
this. God-with-us is our hope in persevering in the faith during the pandemic. It really reassures
us that God remains steadfast, as a rock and refuge, amidst a deadly pestilence.
There are always times when we and others need this hope-full message. We often hear
of: someone’s declining health, relational difficulties, a struggle with addiction over here, or a
storm-of-some-sort over there… Hearing God is close, right by our side, empathetic to challengescan certainly help us maintain hope to be restored. By God’s grace, we can still have peace and
joy through the storms.
Remember in the classic Christmas hymn, we sing of God-in-our-midst? “Veiled in flesh
the God-head see; Hail the incarnate Deity, pleased in flesh with us to dwell, Jesus our Emmanuel.
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” In this newborn King, God has made
himself like a person that we can relate to. We can share in his birth, death, and resurrection.
Out of God’s great love for us, God sent His son as one we could approach. We’re drawn
to Him as an innocent, precious, vulnerable newborn. God the Father wanted us to have rapport
with his son, so Jesus was born in an ordinary way to an ordinary teenage couple, in a rather
ordinary community called Bethlehem. Like the rest of us, he came through flesh and blood,
sweat and love. In humility, Jesus had to be held, nursed, and changed. When the Word became
Flesh, it was indeed so ordinary that some still do not know who He is and His significance
everywhere.
Rev. Ashley-Anne Masters, who has worked in campus and congregational ministry, tells
of a story that happened around Christmas, a few years ago, in a very ordinary setting. She said
she was standing in a grocery store check-out line when the customer in front of her asked the
clerk a question. The conversation went like so:
Customer: “Do you have Christmas stamps?”
Clerk: “No. We just have Liberty Bell and some lady holding a baby.”
Customer: “Can I see them? That’s Mary holding Jesus. I’ll take those.”
Clerk: “How did they get a picture of them?”
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Customer looks back at me to hide laughing, so I chime in, “I bet it’s someone’s
interpretation of what they may have looked like.”
Clerk: “Maybe. ‘Cause I don’t think anyone took pictures back then.”
The customer went on about her purchase. The customer behind me and I
pretended to look at magazines in attempt to snuff our laughter. As the clerk
scanned my items, she kept going back to “some lady holding a baby.” She said
she sold those stamps for weeks and never knew it was Mary and Jesus.
I put on my best game face and attempted to converse with her. I even managed
to say, with a straight face, “It could happen to anyone.”
As I retrieved my bags, I couldn’t help but wish her “Merry Christmas” as I walked
away. She responded, “Hey, you too!”
God is with us, even when we don’t know it or recognize him. It’s common for us (or
others) to misunderstand who Jesus is and what he did in becoming the flesh of God. Despite
ignorance or oversight, the Lord values others above himself, so He came from heaven to earth.
For those who don’t know, we are encouraged to introduce them to Emmanuel. In
gratitude to God’s gift of salvation, we reveal to others the difference God has made in our lives.
Not only is it good news that God is with us, but it’s also good news that God loves us so deeply.
John wrote,
“God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the
world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins”
1 John 4:9-10.
Our Savior was sent to give light to those walking in darkness. He came for those who are
weak and need help, for those who don’t feel completely confident about 2022. Jesus was
lovingly born to those who need a physician’s care. In this, we see Jesus sympathizes with our
weaknesses. Through the prophet, we’re invited to catch a vision with a future which may seem
impossible, given the current circumstances in our: polarized politics, threats to environment,
debates over rights, and the lists of challenges could go on and on.
We’re offered a future, God’s future, beyond the present moment, past the depressing
news we hear. God provides for a restorative end which He started and is doing a new thing
through us. So, we show God cares by having a faith oriented not in fear, but in hope, a faith in
God’s sovereign power and purposes. In this, we model for the world that God loves and cares
for everyone’s future.
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Finally, as we declare in word and deed that God loves, we also can be confident that God
seeks to bless us.
In Paul’s first reported sermon, he says, “Jesus came to earth that everyone would seek
God, in the hope that they might feel their way toward him and find him.”
It’s no wonder that many claim for themselves what the Psalmist testifies.
O Lord, you have searched me and known me.
You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
you discern my thoughts from far away.
You search out my path and my lying down,
and are acquainted with all my ways. (Ps. 139:1-3).
Jesus- himself- on his final days on earth, intercedes for all believers. He boldly prays to
His Father, praying for those who WILL believe in him. It’s a prayer 2,000+ years old that is still
being answered by the Almighty. Through his prayer, Jesus is saying you are beloved and worth
going after. YOU, the one he was born for and would die on the cross for, you are cherished.
The Prince of Peace still seeks to bless those who hunger for a Savior. And, the great thing
about it is that we get to participate in that blessing.
Through us, not exclusively but significantly, God fulfills the prophecy and continues
drawing people to Himself. Many people. Those from other cities recruiting others- even from
powerful cities- hold onto our faith, eager for us to take them to the Lord to ask for God’s
blessings.
Friends, keep hold of the vision of everyone coming together to know a God who wants
a relationship with us: who chooses to be with us, who loves for us, and seeks to bless us. This
way, in the new year and decades to come, many will join with that angelic Christmas choir and
find a way to bring hope to others because of what God has done!
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen!
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We’ve been in a sermon series connecting with the Old Testament priest Zechariah. He
played an important role for God in the community restoration, during a season when the Jews
felt like they lived in a foreign land even in their home town, Jerusalem. Zechariah was an
encourager. He spurred on the Jews to obediently respond to God’s call. They were to rebuild
the temple as they returned from exile in Babylon.
Over the last month, we’ve heard sermons on Zechariah chapters 6, 7, and 8. Today, we
finish chapter 8, wherein Zechariah talks about the future. I can’t image a week in our culture
(like this past week) when we think so much about what may come for our future. We speculate
over: new year’s resolutions, new fitness goals, and new semesters, on this first Sunday of a new
year.
To set up the Old Testament Scripture reading, note God has been saying he would do a
new thing. He’d mercifully: restore things, gather people together again, make things marvelous.
God had been at work among His people and is still at work making things new.
As always in Scripture, God is the main actor in the drama of restorative hope. We are
supporting actors and actresses to help bring others to God, who graciously blesses all.
Listen, as we drop down into the conclusion of Zechariah 8: 20-23.
Thus says the LORD of hosts: Peoples shall yet come, the inhabitants of many
cities; the inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, “Come, let us go to
entreat the favor of the LORD, and to seek the LORD of hosts; I myself am
going.” Many peoples and strong nations shall come to seek the LORD of hosts in
Jerusalem, and to entreat the favor of the LORD. Thus says the LORD of hosts: In
those days ten men from nations of every language shall take hold of a Jew,
grasping his garment and saying, “Let us go with you, for we have heard that God
is with you.”
Zechariah 8:20-23
“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in
me through their word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I
am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent
me. The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one,
as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so
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that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you
have loved me. Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be
with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved
me before the foundation of the world.
John 17:20-24
What I hear the New Testament and Old Testament passages telling us is that: God is:
with us, loving us, and seeking to bless us, even as we are invited to seek Him.
Consider this powerful word “Emmanuel.” God with us. It’s a delight to be reminded of
this. God-with-us is our hope in persevering in the faith during the pandemic. It really reassures
us that God remains steadfast, as a rock and refuge, amidst a deadly pestilence.
There are always times when we and others need this hope-full message. We often hear
of: someone’s declining health, relational difficulties, a struggle with addiction over here, or a
storm-of-some-sort over there… Hearing God is close, right by our side, empathetic to challengescan certainly help us maintain hope to be restored. By God’s grace, we can still have peace and
joy through the storms.
Remember in the classic Christmas hymn, we sing of God-in-our-midst? “Veiled in flesh
the God-head see; Hail the incarnate Deity, pleased in flesh with us to dwell, Jesus our Emmanuel.
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” In this newborn King, God has made
himself like a person that we can relate to. We can share in his birth, death, and resurrection.
Out of God’s great love for us, God sent His son as one we could approach. We’re drawn
to Him as an innocent, precious, vulnerable newborn. God the Father wanted us to have rapport
with his son, so Jesus was born in an ordinary way to an ordinary teenage couple, in a rather
ordinary community called Bethlehem. Like the rest of us, he came through flesh and blood,
sweat and love. In humility, Jesus had to be held, nursed, and changed. When the Word became
Flesh, it was indeed so ordinary that some still do not know who He is and His significance
everywhere.
Rev. Ashley-Anne Masters, who has worked in campus and congregational ministry, tells
of a story that happened around Christmas, a few years ago, in a very ordinary setting. She said
she was standing in a grocery store check-out line when the customer in front of her asked the
clerk a question. The conversation went like so:
Customer: “Do you have Christmas stamps?”
Clerk: “No. We just have Liberty Bell and some lady holding a baby.”
Customer: “Can I see them? That’s Mary holding Jesus. I’ll take those.”
Clerk: “How did they get a picture of them?”
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Customer looks back at me to hide laughing, so I chime in, “I bet it’s someone’s
interpretation of what they may have looked like.”
Clerk: “Maybe. ‘Cause I don’t think anyone took pictures back then.”
The customer went on about her purchase. The customer behind me and I
pretended to look at magazines in attempt to snuff our laughter. As the clerk
scanned my items, she kept going back to “some lady holding a baby.” She said
she sold those stamps for weeks and never knew it was Mary and Jesus.
I put on my best game face and attempted to converse with her. I even managed
to say, with a straight face, “It could happen to anyone.”
As I retrieved my bags, I couldn’t help but wish her “Merry Christmas” as I walked
away. She responded, “Hey, you too!”
God is with us, even when we don’t know it or recognize him. It’s common for us (or
others) to misunderstand who Jesus is and what he did in becoming the flesh of God. Despite
ignorance or oversight, the Lord values others above himself, so He came from heaven to earth.
For those who don’t know, we are encouraged to introduce them to Emmanuel. In
gratitude to God’s gift of salvation, we reveal to others the difference God has made in our lives.
Not only is it good news that God is with us, but it’s also good news that God loves us so deeply.
John wrote,
“God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the
world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins”
1 John 4:9-10.
Our Savior was sent to give light to those walking in darkness. He came for those who are
weak and need help, for those who don’t feel completely confident about 2022. Jesus was
lovingly born to those who need a physician’s care. In this, we see Jesus sympathizes with our
weaknesses. Through the prophet, we’re invited to catch a vision with a future which may seem
impossible, given the current circumstances in our: polarized politics, threats to environment,
debates over rights, and the lists of challenges could go on and on.
We’re offered a future, God’s future, beyond the present moment, past the depressing
news we hear. God provides for a restorative end which He started and is doing a new thing
through us. So, we show God cares by having a faith oriented not in fear, but in hope, a faith in
God’s sovereign power and purposes. In this, we model for the world that God loves and cares
for everyone’s future.
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Finally, as we declare in word and deed that God loves, we also can be confident that God
seeks to bless us.
In Paul’s first reported sermon, he says, “Jesus came to earth that everyone would seek
God, in the hope that they might feel their way toward him and find him.”
It’s no wonder that many claim for themselves what the Psalmist testifies.
O Lord, you have searched me and known me.
You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
you discern my thoughts from far away.
You search out my path and my lying down,
and are acquainted with all my ways. (Ps. 139:1-3).
Jesus- himself- on his final days on earth, intercedes for all believers. He boldly prays to
His Father, praying for those who WILL believe in him. It’s a prayer 2,000+ years old that is still
being answered by the Almighty. Through his prayer, Jesus is saying you are beloved and worth
going after. YOU, the one he was born for and would die on the cross for, you are cherished.
The Prince of Peace still seeks to bless those who hunger for a Savior. And, the great thing
about it is that we get to participate in that blessing.
Through us, not exclusively but significantly, God fulfills the prophecy and continues
drawing people to Himself. Many people. Those from other cities recruiting others- even from
powerful cities- hold onto our faith, eager for us to take them to the Lord to ask for God’s
blessings.
Friends, keep hold of the vision of everyone coming together to know a God who wants
a relationship with us: who chooses to be with us, who loves for us, and seeks to bless us. This
way, in the new year and decades to come, many will join with that angelic Christmas choir and
find a way to bring hope to others because of what God has done!
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen!
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played an important role for God in the community restoration, during a season when the Jews
felt like they lived in a foreign land even in their home town, Jerusalem. Zechariah was an
encourager. He spurred on the Jews to obediently respond to God’s call. They were to rebuild
the temple as they returned from exile in Babylon.
Over the last month, we’ve heard sermons on Zechariah chapters 6, 7, and 8. Today, we
finish chapter 8, wherein Zechariah talks about the future. I can’t image a week in our culture
(like this past week) when we think so much about what may come for our future. We speculate
over: new year’s resolutions, new fitness goals, and new semesters, on this first Sunday of a new
year.
To set up the Old Testament Scripture reading, note God has been saying he would do a
new thing. He’d mercifully: restore things, gather people together again, make things marvelous.
God had been at work among His people and is still at work making things new.
As always in Scripture, God is the main actor in the drama of restorative hope. We are
supporting actors and actresses to help bring others to God, who graciously blesses all.
Listen, as we drop down into the conclusion of Zechariah 8: 20-23.
Thus says the LORD of hosts: Peoples shall yet come, the inhabitants of many
cities; the inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, “Come, let us go to
entreat the favor of the LORD, and to seek the LORD of hosts; I myself am
going.” Many peoples and strong nations shall come to seek the LORD of hosts in
Jerusalem, and to entreat the favor of the LORD. Thus says the LORD of hosts: In
those days ten men from nations of every language shall take hold of a Jew,
grasping his garment and saying, “Let us go with you, for we have heard that God
is with you.”
Zechariah 8:20-23
“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in
me through their word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I
am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent
me. The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one,
as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so
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that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you
have loved me. Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be
with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved
me before the foundation of the world.
John 17:20-24
What I hear the New Testament and Old Testament passages telling us is that: God is:
with us, loving us, and seeking to bless us, even as we are invited to seek Him.
Consider this powerful word “Emmanuel.” God with us. It’s a delight to be reminded of
this. God-with-us is our hope in persevering in the faith during the pandemic. It really reassures
us that God remains steadfast, as a rock and refuge, amidst a deadly pestilence.
There are always times when we and others need this hope-full message. We often hear
of: someone’s declining health, relational difficulties, a struggle with addiction over here, or a
storm-of-some-sort over there… Hearing God is close, right by our side, empathetic to challengescan certainly help us maintain hope to be restored. By God’s grace, we can still have peace and
joy through the storms.
Remember in the classic Christmas hymn, we sing of God-in-our-midst? “Veiled in flesh
the God-head see; Hail the incarnate Deity, pleased in flesh with us to dwell, Jesus our Emmanuel.
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” In this newborn King, God has made
himself like a person that we can relate to. We can share in his birth, death, and resurrection.
Out of God’s great love for us, God sent His son as one we could approach. We’re drawn
to Him as an innocent, precious, vulnerable newborn. God the Father wanted us to have rapport
with his son, so Jesus was born in an ordinary way to an ordinary teenage couple, in a rather
ordinary community called Bethlehem. Like the rest of us, he came through flesh and blood,
sweat and love. In humility, Jesus had to be held, nursed, and changed. When the Word became
Flesh, it was indeed so ordinary that some still do not know who He is and His significance
everywhere.
Rev. Ashley-Anne Masters, who has worked in campus and congregational ministry, tells
of a story that happened around Christmas, a few years ago, in a very ordinary setting. She said
she was standing in a grocery store check-out line when the customer in front of her asked the
clerk a question. The conversation went like so:
Customer: “Do you have Christmas stamps?”
Clerk: “No. We just have Liberty Bell and some lady holding a baby.”
Customer: “Can I see them? That’s Mary holding Jesus. I’ll take those.”
Clerk: “How did they get a picture of them?”
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Customer looks back at me to hide laughing, so I chime in, “I bet it’s someone’s
interpretation of what they may have looked like.”
Clerk: “Maybe. ‘Cause I don’t think anyone took pictures back then.”
The customer went on about her purchase. The customer behind me and I
pretended to look at magazines in attempt to snuff our laughter. As the clerk
scanned my items, she kept going back to “some lady holding a baby.” She said
she sold those stamps for weeks and never knew it was Mary and Jesus.
I put on my best game face and attempted to converse with her. I even managed
to say, with a straight face, “It could happen to anyone.”
As I retrieved my bags, I couldn’t help but wish her “Merry Christmas” as I walked
away. She responded, “Hey, you too!”
God is with us, even when we don’t know it or recognize him. It’s common for us (or
others) to misunderstand who Jesus is and what he did in becoming the flesh of God. Despite
ignorance or oversight, the Lord values others above himself, so He came from heaven to earth.
For those who don’t know, we are encouraged to introduce them to Emmanuel. In
gratitude to God’s gift of salvation, we reveal to others the difference God has made in our lives.
Not only is it good news that God is with us, but it’s also good news that God loves us so deeply.
John wrote,
“God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the
world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins”
1 John 4:9-10.
Our Savior was sent to give light to those walking in darkness. He came for those who are
weak and need help, for those who don’t feel completely confident about 2022. Jesus was
lovingly born to those who need a physician’s care. In this, we see Jesus sympathizes with our
weaknesses. Through the prophet, we’re invited to catch a vision with a future which may seem
impossible, given the current circumstances in our: polarized politics, threats to environment,
debates over rights, and the lists of challenges could go on and on.
We’re offered a future, God’s future, beyond the present moment, past the depressing
news we hear. God provides for a restorative end which He started and is doing a new thing
through us. So, we show God cares by having a faith oriented not in fear, but in hope, a faith in
God’s sovereign power and purposes. In this, we model for the world that God loves and cares
for everyone’s future.
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Finally, as we declare in word and deed that God loves, we also can be confident that God
seeks to bless us.
In Paul’s first reported sermon, he says, “Jesus came to earth that everyone would seek
God, in the hope that they might feel their way toward him and find him.”
It’s no wonder that many claim for themselves what the Psalmist testifies.
O Lord, you have searched me and known me.
You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
you discern my thoughts from far away.
You search out my path and my lying down,
and are acquainted with all my ways. (Ps. 139:1-3).
Jesus- himself- on his final days on earth, intercedes for all believers. He boldly prays to
His Father, praying for those who WILL believe in him. It’s a prayer 2,000+ years old that is still
being answered by the Almighty. Through his prayer, Jesus is saying you are beloved and worth
going after. YOU, the one he was born for and would die on the cross for, you are cherished.
The Prince of Peace still seeks to bless those who hunger for a Savior. And, the great thing
about it is that we get to participate in that blessing.
Through us, not exclusively but significantly, God fulfills the prophecy and continues
drawing people to Himself. Many people. Those from other cities recruiting others- even from
powerful cities- hold onto our faith, eager for us to take them to the Lord to ask for God’s
blessings.
Friends, keep hold of the vision of everyone coming together to know a God who wants
a relationship with us: who chooses to be with us, who loves for us, and seeks to bless us. This
way, in the new year and decades to come, many will join with that angelic Christmas choir and
find a way to bring hope to others because of what God has done!
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen!
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